
In “The Crucible” by Arthur Miller, the witch trials were caused by Abigail Williams. The reasons she is responsible are that she started the whole thing with her “party”, for lack of a better word. She did much of this just to get revenge on the Proctors, and finally, she led the girls in court, only to satisfy her own ends. She is guilty of this travesty, had she not have done these treacherous things the witch trials may not have happened.

One of the main reasons she is responsible for the witch trials is when she and the other girls went out to the woods to dance. The girls were caught dancing by Reverend Parris, Abigail’s uncle, and only after Betty, Parris’s daughter fell sick, did witchcraft get mentioned. Abigail threatened the other girls into not telling about other details of the dancing they did, such as Abigail drinking blood. 
“Now look you. All of you. We danced. And Tituba conjured up Ruth Putnam’s dead sisters. And that is all. And mark this. Let either of you breathe a word, or the edge of a word, about the other things, and I will come to you in the black of some terrible night and I will bring a pointy reckoning that will shudder you….”

                                                                            -Abigail, Act I

The dancing and conjuring did get attention, and Tituba and Abigail soon confessed to witchcraft, effectively starting the Salem Witchcraft Trials. She did this as an attempt to kill Elizabeth Proctor, entirely out of revenge.
Another reason as to why it is Abigail is at fault for this calamity is her crusade against the Proctors. She first tried to kill Elizabeth Proctor using some kind of magic, but that didn’t work. What it did do was begin the witchcraft trials, in which many died. She later framed Elizabeth using a poppet made by Mary Warren, who had stuck the needle into it for safe-keeping, by stabbing herself with a needle in the same general area that the poppet’s needle was placed.
“She is blackening my name in the village! She is telling lies about me! She is a cold, sniveling woman, and you bend to her! Let her turn you like a-“
                                                      -Abigail, referring to Elizabeth Proctor, Act I

This got Elizabeth Proctor locked away; she was only saved when it was found that she was pregnant. She later made use of the girls to save her credibility and accuse Mary Warren and John Proctor, Mary Warren confessed to witchcraft, but John would not, so he later was hung. 

A third reason as to why Abigail is to blame for this atrocity is that she led the girls in court, who followed only out of fear. They acted out and fainted, making it seem as if they were being attacked by “spirits”. 

But God made my face; you cannot want to tear my face. Envy is a terrible sin, Mary

                                                                                         -Abigail to Mary, Act III

Near the end she betrayed Mary Warren with them, saving their credibility when Mary came to court to expose them as frauds. Just minutes later, they did the same to John Proctor, except he ended up hanged. She began it using them, but she abandoned them later, leaving with Mercy Lewis after stealing all of her uncle’s money.


Abigail is guilty of causing the Salem Witch Trials, through starting it with her and the girls’ dancing in the woods, to her feelings of vengeance towards the Proctors, to leading the crusade through the girls present at the court. She is responsible for the Salem Witch Trials.
