Hello, 

This is my 1909 Flyer.   The motivation for this model came from a photo found on Life.com.  I have included a link for an original photo of the real flyer below.  
This model was built to be fully functional.  The Flyer stands on three small wheels with rubber tires.  A 2 cylinder engine drives a chain to transfer power up to a shaft that the 2 blade propeller is attached to.  I have dressed the engine up with oil/liquid cooling radiator on the left side. The control surfaces on the Flyer are all forward facing. The forward rudders pivot on the outer most uprights.  They are attached to the tricycle-like steering front end.  Inside the lower wing are three rods that slide back and forth. These link the two rudders together. The lever off the steering headset is connected to a lever and axel that take the steering input up and behind the pilot.  These are connected with gray ball studs and black tie-rods.   The large elevator extending from the upper wing pivots at the front of the wing. It is controlled by the lever to the right of the pilot.  Pull the lever back, the elevator rises.  Push the lever forward, the elevator goes down.  These motions are then sent to the elevator via two rods to the left of the pilot.    
I found the Lego Technic Challenge late last week.  I spent a day looking for aircraft to replicate.  My Google search took me to Life.com where they have 41 photos of pioneering aircraft.  The 1909 Flyer is pictured on page 28 of 41.  From the photo you can see the front control surfaces, the lever to right of the pilot, small bicycle wheels and steering handle bar.   What we can not see is any thing at the back of machine of a tail, and no shadow.  So I have to imagine that this is it, a bi-wing aircraft with forward extending controls.   I built this model in about 12 hours.  I really have to wonder if it ever flew.

Thank you for reviewing my submission.  I look forward to the next challenge.
http://www.life.com/image/3137813/in-gallery/36582/marvelous-early-flying-machines
Your welcome to review more photos of the 1909 Flyer at my Flickr account.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/24895657@N07/sets/72157623435127730/

