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Kaleidoscope Journal


Our latest project in Art 1 was to create a piece of artwork resembling a kaleidoscope. There were no particular artists studied during this unit. We began by drawing three “pie wedges” in different themes. These wedges had to feature patterns that could be mirrored and overlapped. We then chose the best of these designs to use for the final draft. Using tracing paper, we reflected the shape into a circle. We then colored in the final design with Prismacolor pencils with a proper color scheme and value changes in mind.


Before, I was somewhat neutral about the prospect of this project. I had already done something similar last year in my 3D Art class and had expected something new. However, I remembered that I have improved much since then, so I was anxious to see what I could make. During the project, though I was happy with the design I chose, I often became frustrated with the complexity of the design. The yellow elements proved to be the hardest. Since the line work was so complex and close together, outlining and coloring proved to be a challenge.

However, I was happy to finish my project and felt I had a piece to be proud of. Though some coloring was awkward, I felt this was a fairly nice piece. Looking back, I just wish I had used sharper pencils for the fine details. For some reason, I felt more detached from this project than I usually am. Though I gave it good effort, I didn’t feel as passionate about this project as I usually do. 
Just as many of artworks do, this piece had its strengths and weaknesses. The color scheme was definitely a strong point. The bright, warm colors and contrasting black created an eye-catching piece. The design was also interesting to look at. However, up close, some of the coloring strays from the outlines. I also had trouble keeping the shade of black consistent. Some parts don’t seem too well-balanced, as well.

I think the best part of my project would be its vibrant design. For colors, I used warm colors and value changes to pop out at the viewer with strong feeling. I also included black to contrast this, to keep the piece balanced. The long, flowing shapes of the designs also give a feeling of movement. Overall, I feel this art project was a success.
