While on Tarsonis, the Zerg Overmind sensed Kerrigan's power, and ordered the swarms to capture her. Over the course of the first few Zerg missions Kerrigan is contained within a chrysalis and taken to Char, where she uses her telepathic power to reach out and contact Jim Raynor and Arcturus Mengsk. In each case the Terrans sent out a force to recover Kerrigan, and in each case they failed. Sarah Kerrigan is reborn into the Zerg Swarms, and adopts the name "Queen of Blades". With the assistance of the Cerebrate that protected her in the Chrysalis, she wipes out the forces of Edmund Duke, but as a last act of the friendship they shared, spares the lives of Jim Raynor and a small number of his men.

In-game, she is represented by a unique unit with similarities to an Infested Terran. However, instead of exploding, she is equipped with claws sprouting off her back, giving her powerful melee attacks. She can launch a high templar's psionic storm attack, can cloak herself, and can consume other Zerg to use their biological energy to fill her energy bar to power her other abilities.

She was infested by the Zerg evolutionary virus, and as a result of her shocking transformation, has telomeric additions to her DNA, suggesting she is potentially immortal - she will never die of old age. This is revealed in one of the loading screens of StarCraft: Brood War. Infested Kerrigan also has "polytoxic symbionts" in her musculoskeletal, limbic, and cardiovascular systems.

