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1. Official Wild West Theme

In 1996, a great theme was introduced for fans of the Wild West.  While LEGO offered a few western-related sets in the late 1970s, the official Wild West theme would be the first of its kind complete with standard minifigs that included cowboys, outlaws, Union soldiers, American Indians, and a limited selection of towns folk.  The outstanding and diverse theme depicted Wild West life within the small town of Gold City patrolled by soldiers from the nearby Fort Legoredo.  A gold mine (Bandit’s Secret Hideout) offered action and booby-traps for the sheriff of Sheriff’s Lock-Up to encounter, as well as a number of smaller sets.  While the American Indian sub-theme may not have been as popular as the cowboy-related sets, it is certainly appreciated by Wild West fans, especially the unique elements including the artfully designed minifigs, teepees, shields, canoe, and tan river baseplate (to name just a few).  Regretfully, the theme was short-lived, only lasting two years. 

Now that it has been over ten years, adult fans of LEGO continue to discuss the theme and build their own creations to supplement the Wild West theme. In a recent study conducted by Eurobricks, over 140 members signed an electronic petition in favor of returning the Wild West theme.  In hope of LEGO offering the theme once again for its numerous Wild West fans, the following is a summary of what fans would like to see.
2. New Locations & Scenes
Wild West offers lots of opportunities to expand its locations outside of a western town.  For example, scenes might include a small to mid-sized Soldier’s Camp/Outpost, a Trading Post, an Ambush Canyon/Pass, a Gold Panning/Mining Scene, or even an Indian Buffalo Hunt.  These scenes would offer a high degree of playability for children and maintain interest for adult western fans.

Fans of Wild West also take great interest in Old Mexico and would love to see a Mexican Cantina, Hacienda, Spanish Mission, and even a Spanish-style Fort.  These Wild West scenes would be set in the same time period, the late 1800s, but offer a Wild West sub-theme entirely different with perhaps some of the outlaws who cross-over between Old Mexico and the original LEGO Gold City.

One of the more unique interest for Wild West expansion includes a fantasy sub-theme with sets and elements centered around a Ghost Town.  A few Wild West fans have captured the imagination and interest of adult fans by creating Weird West creations.  They take the idea of a ghost town quite literal by building ghosty villains and apparitions that spook a long-since abandoned town in a dilapidating state.  Gravediggers, Phantom Riders, …
3. New Buildings

The diversity of ideas and wishes for new buildings for Gold City or new western town is nearly endless since there are many that were never created within the original theme. Apart from the buildings offered in 1996, the most demanded buildings include a saloon, hotel, farm/ranch, court house, post office, school house/chapel, Governor’s mansion, and different types of shops.  In addition, some non-standard ideas include a medicin man’s tepee, rangers‘ camp, a lumberjacks‘ camp, oil derrick, cotton plantation, and telegraph office.
Adult fans of the Wild West theme expressed a high degree of interest in seeing an exclusive LEGO Western Town containing a complete street of Wild West buildings with vehicles and minifigs.  This set could be compared to the classic 365 Wild West Scene from 1975, but with detailed buildings, new colors, and numerous Wild West accessories.
4. New Minifigures

In addition to the minifigs contained in the 1996 Wild West theme, fans expressed interest in seeing more civilians, settlers and some farmers (all three with a clear demand of not only men, but women and children as well), miners, railroad workers, rangers, postman, saloon keeper, and blacksmith. Nonstandard wishes include ghost cowboys/skeleton cowboys for a ghost town, medicine man, quaksalver, priest, governor, lumberjack, and trapper.  For soldiers, not only are US Union Troops desired, but also Confederate Soldiers to create historic Civil War battles.  For American Indians, fans would also like to see two different tribes offered, enhancing play and to create battle scenes.
5. New animals

New animals highly desired include Bisons/buffaloes, mules, grizzly bears, and a new vulture mold would be most welcome.
6. New Vehicles

Among the most desired of vehicles is a new Stage Coach and a Western Train.  One component of Wild West that was never offered within the 1996 theme includes the traditional western train.  Fans of Wild West enjoy trains and would love to see a Western Train with passenger wagon, cattle car, and caboose. Some train-related structures could include a Western Station, Water Tower, Windmill, and even a small Wooden Bridge.

Fans also expressed interest in seeing a new covered waggon for settlers and traders and a large paddle wheel steamer. Additional ideas include a snake oil waggon, ghost train, cableway, prison carriage, ghost carriage, and a carriage for the governor.

7. Conclusion

With numerous ideas and wishes for Wild West sets, Western LEGO fans hope that LEGO listens to their interests in seeing the theme return, and including some of these ideas which have been discussed on numerous occasions.  Through the high degree of interest expressed in our recent petition, the return of Wild West would prove that LEGO is listening.
Kindest Regards,
Klaus-Dieter and TheBrickster
Representing Eurobricks‘ Wild West Fans of LEGO
