KNIGHTS’ KINGDOM –

QUEST FOR THE HEART
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EXT. CITADEL – BRIDGE

DANJU, JAYKO, SANTIS, and RASCUS approach the Citadel.  A cloaked MYSTERIOUS MAN gripping a staff stands in their way.





MYSTERIOUS MAN

Strangers, beware!  This is a place of many dangers.  Great challenges await any foolish enough to seek entrance.



SANTIS

The Knights of Morcia fear no danger!  We will pass your challenges and claim the Heart of the Shield.




MYSTERIOUS MAN

The mightiest warriors have tried.  None has defeated the Guardian of the tower.




JAYKO

Then we will be the first!




MYSERIOUS MAN

We shall see, Knights of Morcia.  We shall see…

The MYSTERIOUS MAN dematerializes.





RASCUS



What a strange old fellow.

SANTIS stands before the boulder examining it while DANJU, JAYKO, and RASCUS stand to the side in discussion.





JAYKO

How can we get across?  Those chains are too slippery for Rascus to climb, and not even Santis could lift that boulder.

SANTIS raises his sword.

SANTIS

Maybe not.  But I can still SMASH it!

SANTIS strikes the rock, splitting it in two and raising the bridge.





DANJU

So, the rocks pull the chains, and the chains raise the drawbridge.  An excellent strategy, Santis!



SANTIS

Uh… yeah.  That was my plan all along.

SANTIS, DANJU, RASCUS, and, JAYKO cross the bridge.





RASCUS

Of course it was, mighty Knight of the Bear!  Let’s make haste, my friends, before something nasty comes crawling out of that chasm.

EXT. CITADEL - GATE




DANJU

We don’t know what to expect in this place, Knights.  Be on your guard.

INT. CITADEL – TREASURE CHAMBER

The KNIGHTS enter a small chamber.  A treasure chest sits on a small podium.





RASCUS



Hey, what’s that?





JAYKO



A treasure chest!  Perhaps the Heart lies within?





DANJU



Hm.  Perhaps.

DANJU taps the lock with his sword, triggering an axe to fall.  DANJU reels back to dodge it.





DANJU



…And then again, perhaps not.

INT. CITADEL – FLOOR TRAP CHAMBER

The KNIGHTS move on and enter another chamber.  The room is empty.  DANJU, SANTIS, and RASCUS stand still while JAYKO begins to proceed.  DANJU puts an arm out to stop him.





DANJU

Hold, young knight.  There is more to this Citadel than meets the eye.

DANJU touches a floor tile with his sword.  The stone crumbles, leaving a hole leading deep into a chasm.  The KNIGHTS walk around it and press on.

INT. CITADEL – AXE CHAMBER

The KNIGHTS enter a larger chamber, their path blocked by spinning axes.  JAYKO stands close while his companions remain behind.





JAYKO



Whoa!  Better stand back, fellows…

JAYKO speeds past the first axe, now half-way across the room.





JAYKO



…And leave this one to me!

JAYKO lunges again, this time surpassing the second axe.





SANTIS



Not bad, Knight of the Hawk.

JAYKO pulls a lever on the far side of the room, bringing the axes to a halt.





RASCUS

Whoever built this place was certainly fond of axes.



DANJU

We’re nearly to the main tower.  If we’re going to find the Heart of the Shield, we must make haste!

The KNIGHTS move on.





JAYKO



Now, what did that old man say about a Guardian…?

INT. CITADEL – SERPENT CORRIDOR

DANJU and SANTIS stand back while Jayko scouts shortly ahead.

JAYKO



I can see the tower ahead.  Let’s go!

JAYKO proceeds.

SANTIS



Jayko, wait!

SANTIS grabs JAYKO and pulls him back, saving him from a lunging serpent.





JAYKO



Yeeow!





SANTIS



I’ve got him!

RASCUS straddles the snake’s back, restraining it, while SANTIS and DANJU talk to JAYKO aside.  Their helmets are raised.




SANTIS



Young fool!  You were nearly that thing’s supper!





DANJU

All right, Santis.  Jayko knows what he did wrong, and he’ll learn from it.  We must keep going.

INT. CITADEL – TOWER EXT.

The KNIGHTS move on and come to the foot of the tower.  Vines cover the wall.  DANJU holds the key.





DANJU



We have the key to the Citadel, but…





SANTIS

There’s no door!  How are we supposed to get inside?



RASCUS

The answer, my friend, lies above your head.

RASCUS points to a small alcove high above.  He begins to scale the vines.  A SHADOW KNIGHT approaches DANJU, SANTIS, and JAYKO from the doorway.





SHADOW KNIGHT

Lord Vladek knew that you traitors would be here.  Abandon your quest and surrender to Vladek’s mighty power!



SANTIS

One Shadow Knight?  After everything we’ve faced?  You’ve gotta be kidding me.

SANTIS strikes down the SHADOW KNIGHT with his sword.  Above, RASCUS reaches the alcove and inserts the key into the hole.  The dead end begins to rumble.





DANJU



Look!  The wall is sliding out of the way!

The wall moves aside to leave a doorway behind, granting the KNIGHTS entrance to the staircase.

INT. CITADEL - STAIRCASE

The KNIGHTS begin to climb the steps, RASCUS in the lead.





JAYKO

We’ve done it!  We’ve passed all of the Citadel’s challenges!  The Heart of the Magical Shield is ours!

INT. CITADEL – TOWER INT.

The KNIGHTS reach the top of the tower, only to find the fabled GUARDIAN holding the Heart.

GUARDIAN



Not quite.

The GUARDIAN raises the Heart above his head.





GUARDIAN

You have come far, Knights of Morcia.  But one more test awaits you.

JAYKO, sword drawn, begins to charge.





JAYKO

So it’s a fight you want?  Jayko the Hawk will be happy to—

SANTIS quickly grabs JAYKO, holding him back.





SANTIS



Hold, Jayko.  This is no time for more mistakes.

DANJU approaches the GUARDIAN and bows, his helmet raised.





DANJU

Noble Guardian of the Citadel, the Heart of the Magical Shield of Ages is needed to defeat a great evil.  The villainous Vladek has taken over the kingdom of Morcia using dark magic, and only the Heart can stand against him.  May we please take it from this place to save our kingdom and restore our king?

A flash of light surrounds the GUARDIAN, and he transforms into the MYSTERIOUS MAN that met the KNIGHTS at the bridge.  He hands the Heart of the Shield to DANJU.





GUARDIAN

You have passed the final test, wise Knights of the Code.  The Heart of the Shield is yours!

