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 Bethel v. Fraser

     On April 26, 1983, a student in the Bethel School, Fraser, delivered a speech containing sexual innuendo at a school assembly. Much like the students wearing the armbands from the Tinker case, Fraser was punished and suspended for three days and was removed from the graduation speaker candidate list due to use of “obscene” and “profane language”. However this suspension violates the First Amendment which protects the freedom of speech and denies the student’s right to engage in non disruptive, passive expression of a political viewpoint that was granted in the Tinker case. Moreover, Fraser was not interfering with the educational process as he was delivering his speech in a school assembly rather than in a classroom. Fraser’s suspension was unjustifiable as it creates a footstep to allow school authority to punish those based on its vague school code of conduct that is open to many interpretations. He did not disrupt anyone from learning, act violently, nor engage in hateful behavior, but was solely punished for delivering a sexually suggestive speech. Furthermore, the students’ response to Fraser’s speech was less than a trivial matter and hardly caused anything that could intervene with the school’s learning environment. No students filed complaints against Fraser and the school authority only assumed that Fraser’s speech was offensive and “damaging” to the unsuspecting audience. Lastly, it is more important for us to value the freedom of speech more than what we fear and predict due to prior experiences. 
