When I first saw Battlestar Galactica (the 1978 series) as a child, I was really impressed by it. I especially liked the Colonial Viper starfighter. I made a Lego Viper, just using plates and bricks, since at that time there were not many special parts available. This version can be seen elsewhere in my Brickshelf folder. 

Years later, after returning from my dark age, I discovered ML-CAD and used it to design a second version of the Viper in Lego. This version was a major inprovement over my childhood version. The shape was much more accurate, and it was almost completely without any visible studs. I was very pleased with this newer version, and pictures of it are also visible in my Brickshelf folder. But after a while I realised it was still missing some details and especially the nose was not the right shape.

So after a while I began working on the third version of the Viper, using ML-CAD. During the design-fase, I did quite some test-building of parts of the design, to verify that what I had drawn was possible with real Lego. I was able to improve the engine detail, overall appearance, and make a nose that has a more sleek shape. When the CAD-drawing was complete, I started collecting the necessary parts, and the pictures in this folder show the final result.

A summary of the improvements over my previous versions:

- Nose with slightly pointed shape

- Hull is wider than canopy

- Wider intakes on engines

- Detailed engine part between intakes and rear part

- Rear part of engine is really round

- Longer wings

- Better detailed cockpit, including better pilot seat with head support

- Better detail between exhausts.

Even though Lego has seemingly limitless building possiblities, there are usually a limited number of ways to construct a certain shape. Therefore I may have used some techniques or ideas that I have seen in other models on the Internet. If you think I have used your ideas, I hope you feel honored. I never meant to show of with someone else's work.

Feel free to comment on this Viper. My address is hjve@hotmail.com

