Obviously using styling cues and parts from 8285, that’s about where the similarities end. Built over a 6-month period, totally remote controlled using all 8 channels on a PF remote. There is a ninth function but no easy way of operating it.

5 axles, an M motor operates the steering of the front two, the 3rd lifts and lowers, via another M motor and a linear actuator. The last 2 are driven with an XL motor.

The entire crane rotates, the boom raises and lowers, extends and retracts and the cable reel can either wind out independently of the boom extension, or can be set via the small yellow lever on the nearside to wind out cable automatically as the boom extends. 3x M motors handle all crane functions. A linear actuator handles the boom height.

The rear lift folds and raises and lowers, 2x M motors and another linear actuator control it. The rear lift arm extends manually; I can’t see a way of extending it via RC without making it far larger and ruining the aesthetics.

The rear stabilisers work however there is no free RC channel with which to run the M motor that operates them.

I’d like to improve the overall aesthetics of the model, and particularly remove its obvious likeness to the 8285, however without a wholesale reconstruction of the truck I feel this is impossible. I could change the colours but to be honest I suspect it’s developed about as far as it will.

Feel free to contact me on andy@rad-dubs.co.uk your comments very much appreciated.

