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Elizabethan Weaponry
The Elizabethan Age - Elizabethan Weapons
The medieval Feudal system had ended by the Elizabethan era. Nobles were no longer expected to provide trained soldiers to fight for the Queen or to provide clothes and weapons for the soldiers. Weapons had changed with technology and the musket had just been introduced. However the threat of war was constant during the Elizabethan era due to the Catholic Spanish and French. Many weapons from the Medieval period were therefore still of use. England did not have a standing army during the Elizabethan era and relied on the strength of the 'Trayned Bandes', or Trained Bands, who acted as a National Guard.

Elizabethan Weapons - The Rapier
Skill in Fencing during the Elizabethan era was a requirement of all Upper class Nobility. The different types of swords ranged from the smallest Broadsword measuring from 30 inches to the Greatswords which measured up to 72 inches. The weights of swords used during this era are usually presumed to be a lot heavier than they actually were! The use of the sword and the acquisition of fencing arts changed as technology increased and firearms were introduced and used for military warfare. The elegant rapier was used in preference to the older, clumsier cutting swords. A sword was an important part of a noble’s apparel and it was important that he had adequate fencing skills. The wearing of the sword with civilian dress  was a custom that had begun in late fifteenth-century Spain.
Elizabethan Armor
The armor of the Elizabethan period was used mainly for decoration in parades and ceremonies - not for protection purposes in war. Armor became more and more expensive and elaborate. But Knights and armor still had a part to play in the Elizabethan Tournaments which featured in Elizabethan entertainment. The Tournaments were the favorite sport of Elizabethan Knights. The tournaments kept the knight in excellent condition for the role he might need to play during warfare. There were different types of Elizabethan Tournaments, joust or melees, which each had a different type of combat method involving fighting on foot or on horseback. These tournaments reflected many of the fighting practises and weapons used during the medieval period.
Elizabethan Weapons – Firearms
By the end of the 1500's firearms were in common use. The musket was invented towards the end of the medieval era in 1520. By 1595 all bows were ordered to be exchanged for muskets. The most popular firearm was called a Matchlock (this name derived as it was fired by the application of a burning match). It was inaccurate, slow to load and expensive. It was eventually replaced by the Flintlock. Canons were developed which replaced the heavy artillery of the medieval years such as the ballista, trebuchet and the Mangonel. These early canons were made of bronze or iron and fired stone or iron. They were made in different sizes and were used on both land and on sea.
