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Overpopulation in Burkina Faso and Japan


We have been looking at two very different areas in the world, in which there are problems involving overpopulation. Burkina Faso, which is a landlocked country in western Africa and the Kansai region, located in southern Japan.
The reason for the Kansai region’s overpopulation is that of which there is very little flat land to build on, in fact 60% of the population are living on 3% of the land because of this. This means that in the south the population density is 10,000 people per km. Also there are many job opportunities in the cities and they pay well. The life and jobs there are generally directed towards young people, so there are many shopping facilities that encourage young people to spend their money, making it a very capitalist society.
However in Burkina Faso, the reasons for overpopulation are very different indeed. There are barely any jobs going, as the land is far too dry for farming and there are no big cities nearby. There is also trouble growing crops, for it barely rains and in some places it has not rained all year. This has caused the land to become eroded and unfertile. Also to add to these problems, people living there tend to have more children as they fear that they could die young, therefore rising the birth rate.
Overpopulation always has consequences wherever it happens. In the big cities Of the Kansai region, the increase in rural-urban migration has driven up house prices, as there are so many people living there it means that land is so expensive that a large number of people are forced to live in rented accommodation, as land is just far too expensive. For example people can only afford to rent housing that only allows them 4½ meters of space to live their day-to-day lives in.
Of course there are also consequences of overpopulation in Burkina Faso; however they are mush more drastic. Although people have enough land to live on, there are barely any sources of clean water and in some cases the inhabitants must walk four miles to only drink rainwater from the most recent rainy season. Due to this lack of food and water some people are beginning to die of starvation.
On the other hand, when there are problems, there must be solution. So in Japan they don’t have much flat land, therefore they have decided to make some. They have been taking the land from the hilly surface and piling it into the ocean until it reaches land level and so far doing this they have removed one billion cubic meters of soil from the hills. This does not only give them the new land to build on, but it also flattens the hilly landscape, giving them the ability to build on the old land as well as new.

The meaning of the word overpopulation is when there are not enough resources (e.g. Crops) to support the population (e.g. Burkina Faso). So the people of the western African country have devised a new way to keep their soil fertile, so they may grow new crops. What they are doing is a technique sometimes referred to as “Magic Stones” in which you build a wall of stones along the contours in the land around your crops, so that the rainwater and sediment is kept in the same place therefore allowing your crops to harvest successfully.
