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How Danger Romance and Excitement are Portrayed During Romeo and Juliet: Act One Scene Five
Romeo and Juliet is an Elizabethan play set in Verona, which deals with timeless themes: love and conflict.  These themes are the reason this play is still being read and performed to this day as it provides entertainment; excites the audience and captures their imagination.  Act 1, Scene 5 is arguably the most important scene in the play, in which Romeo and Juliet meet for the first time.  Throughout the scene the mood varies between excitement, romance and danger, and this keeps the audience’s attention and gives them different points of view on the scene.  

At the end of Act 1, Scene 4, dramatic irony is portrayed to the audience, through Romeo’s soliloquay regarding his dream.  The use of a soliloquay at the end of this scene is to show Romeo’s thoughts on the party, before he attends.  As the audience would have already seen the prologue, in which the audience would be told “A pair of star cross’d lovers, will take their life.” and in Act 1, Scene 4 Romeo says “Some consequence yet hanging in the stars.”  Both of these quotes refer to the stars and when Shakespeare talks about the stars he is referring to destiny.  Romeo also says “A despised life clos’d in my breast” so from this you can infer that he is destined to fall in love but he will have to hide it from those around him, for the audience already knows that love will cause him to die.

At the start of Act 1, Scene 5, the servants at Capulet’s party are talking about the guests arriving and how they are being called for “you are being look’d for and call’d for and ask’d for and sought for in the great chamber.”  This sets the scene at the party and excites the audience, making them want to be at the party themselves.  This is shown by the aforementioned quote in which the servants are very busy and flustered.  The servants would be behaving like this because so much pressure would be placed on them, due to the importance of the party and the social class of the guests.
At the party, Capulet is shown as a good humoured, laid back man, for when the party is starting he is encouraging his guests to dance.  Shakespeare portrays his humorous manner across to the audience when Capulet says “Ladies that have their toes unplagued with corns” accompanied with “She I’ll swear hath corns”.  He does this in order to attempt to embarrass his guests into dancing.  This excites the audience, for it shows that he is not like the other Capulets, such as Tybalt who is constantly vigilant and on guard.  So after Capulet’s first speech in this scene, Shakespeare has chosen his words to make the audience feel that if only Romeo had asked Capulet for his consent to marry Juliet, things may have been different and they could both have avoided their tragic fate.
The next part of the scene is very important to the romantic theme running through the play, as it is when Romeo first lays eyes on Juliet and he is so amazed by her beauty, that he almost instantly forgets his former love for Rosaline.  When Romeo sees Juliet he says “So shows a snowy dove trooping with crows, // As yonder lady o’er her shows.” Followed by “Did my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight! // For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night.” In the first of these two quotes Shakespeare uses a metaphor to compare Juliet to the other women around her. He says she is a dove among crows.  Which the audience could deduce to mean that she is a graceful woman who is so beautiful she makes all of the other women at the party look like dirty unwanted creatures.  The second quote shows how after seeing Juliet, Romeo feels as if he has never truly loved before and he had never seen such a beautiful woman.  On the other hand the audience could see this scene to portray danger, as they could see it as the beginning of the end for Romeo and his destined love.  For it was so foretold by his dream and the prologue.
After Romeo speaks Tybalt hears his voice and instantly thinks that he has only shown up at the party out of spite, to scorn on him and his family.   Tybalt then decides that he shall fight Romeo, as it will regain him and his Kinsmen’s honour.  At this sudden change of mood Capulet attempts to keep the peace and says “why how now Kinsman, wherefore storm you so?” Tybalt tries to convince Capulet that Romeo is only there to spite them.  Capulet merely disregard’s his nephew’s ridiculous opinions and tells him that “Verona brags of him” and that he would not throw Romeo out of his party for all of the wealth in Verona. At this point of the play, when Capulet pays many compliments to Romeo, he says Romeo bears himself “like a portly gentleman” he says “Verona brags of him” and that he is a “well govern’d youth” When Capulet is saying this, the audience would most likely get excited as he is describing the type of young man that many of the audience would like to marry have their daughters to.  So it is as if Capulet would not say no to Romeo marrying Juliet. Tybalt then says “It fit’s when such a villain is a guest: // I’ll not endure him.” Capulet then tells Tybalt that Romeo shall be endured, as it is his party and he does not want there to be fighting, he just wants his guests to have a good time.  The audience could interpret this to mean: Capulet would let Romeo be there even if it is against the wishes of others.  So perhaps he would let Romeo marry Juliet even if Tybalt and other Capulets would not agree with it.  Tybalt then goes into a soliloquay, in which he says “Patience perforce with willful choler meeting // Makes my flesh tremble in their different greeting // I will now withdraw, but this intrusion shall // Now seeming sweet, convert to bittrest gall.” Shakespeare uses many linguistic devices in these four lines: they are written in rhyming couplets, there are multiple uses of alliteration and on the last line Shakespeare uses sibilance.  Shakespeare uses all of these devices together to draw in the audience’s attention, but each of them has an individual meaning.  The rhyme scheme would make the audience feel as if Tybalt was slightly becoming twisted towards killing Romeo, for it is as if he is muttering it to himself and gaining pleasure from killing Romeo.  The alliteration gives the soliloquay more rhythm and generally attracts the audience’s attention.  The uses of sibilance here, suggests that there is an underlying flow of evil in his words, in which there is, as Tybalt is talking about how he is going to kill Romeo.   Finally the entire four lines are written as a soliloquay, to place emphasis on the fact that killing Romeo is in his thoughts and he does not yet want the other characters to know of his plans.  
Shakespeare then immediately changes the mood, to juxtapose danger with romance.  Again this is another very important part of the play, as is the entire scene, for it is when Romeo and Juliet meet face to face for the first time.  When Romeo finally meets her, he says “If I profane with my unworthiest hand, // This holy shrine, the gentle sin this is,” When Romeo says this, the audience would have regarded it as a very strong comparison, perhaps more so than we do today.  As in the late 16th century, religion would have been a very important part of society, so the audience would have been able to put themselves in Romeo’s place.  I do not think that today’s 21st century audience would, upon first hearing this metaphor, would be able to value it so strongly as the 16th century audience it was written for.  As religion no longer plays such an important role in modern society.  Juliet then replies, still through religious metaphor “Good pilgrim you do wrong with your hand too much” the audience could interpret her to mean that he should not use his hands, as they sin too much, so he should instead use his lips, to kiss her.  When Romeo and Juliet are talking to each other in this part of the scene, Shakespeare has written it as a sonnet, which is important, as sonnets are used to show romance and love for a certain person.  Romeo and Juliet continue speaking and finish their sonnet, however after their first sonnet, they start another one. During their second sonnet the nurse interrupts them and says “Madam your mother craves a word with you” Even though what the nurse says is not a long, drawn out speech, it is still very important as it shows that family affairs will constantly get in the way of their love for one another. This is significant because in the prologue, the audience is told that their love will not be approved by their families.  Also during this scene, when Tybalt is talking, he does not approve of Romeo being at the party and he plots to claim his revenge.  So this can be interpreted to mean that Tybalt is going to interfere with their love.
Romeo then goes on to ask to nurse “What is her mother” and when the nurse replies “Her mother is the lady of the house” Romeo is distraught that his life is in his foe’s debt.  Capulet then happily thanks everyone for coming and wishes them all good night.  After this Juliet then also speaks to nurse regarding Romeo’s family, however as an attempt to not seem so conspicuous she asks about other people leaving the party too.  This still results in her finding out that Romeo is a son of Montague and she says “My only love sprung from my only hate” She then feels that her family will think wrong of her for loving Romeo and decides to keep it a secret.
To conclude, I think that Shakespeare contrasts the three main themes throughout this scene. The themes are all shown in different parts of the scene through the use of language and linguistic devices. I also think there are some noticeable comparisons that are written for a 16th century audience rather than a 21st century audience. 
