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Should the government allow research into human cloning?
Cloning is the process of creating an identical copy of an original organism or thing. A cloning in the biological sense, therefore, is a molecule, single cell or multi-cellular organism that has been directly copied from and is therefore genetically identical to another living organism. Sometimes this term can refer to "natural" clones made either when an organism is asexually reproduced by chance (an example of this would be identical twins), but usually, a clone is an identical copy created intentionally.
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January 2001
Licensed therapeutic cloning
is legalized in Britain.

November 2001
All forms of cloning are
banned in Britian.

March 2002

Once again Licensed
therapeutic cloning is
legalized in Britian

August 2004

The HFEA grant the first
license to the University of
Newcastle.

September 2005

The HFEA grant a license to
create an embryo with two
genetic mothers.



Human cloning has been the talk of scientists for many years now. In January 2001 the British government debated regarding the issue of human cloning and decided to allow therapeutic but not reproductive cloning. However only ten months later the pro life alliance won a court case outlawing all types of human cloning. At the beginning of March 2002 the government overruled this case and legalized therapeutic human cloning under the license of the human fertilisation and embryology authority (HFEA). The first license was granted to researchers at the University of Newcastle on the 11ty of August 2004 to allow them to look in to possible treatments for Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s diseases and diabetes.
The science behind human cloning is very important as it can be used to help people with certain conditions. Scientists also hope that, with more research, in the near future cloning may be used to help families have children. Another of the future hopes of cloning is that scientists will be able to grow organs that will not be rejected by the bodies of people who would otherwise die. The process of therapeutic cloning involves creating an ovum with a donor nucleus, which can be used in embryonic stem cell research or in regenerative medicine. This is also the first step in what is known as reproductive cloning, in which technology used to generate an animal that has the same nuclear DNA as another currently or previously existing animal.
Many different views and opinions have been generated by discussions of cloning there are many scientists who agree that it is a step forward for medical research. However there are many opposing groups that believe that it is unethical and as people are trying to play god. 
· The Roman Catholic Church teaches that the soul enters the body at the moment of contraception, so therefore cloning is live human experimentation therefore contrary to god’s will.
· "As an Orthodox Christian, I speak out in opposition to any attempt to clone a human being because humans are supposed to be created by acts of love between two people, not through the manipulation of cells in acts that are ultimately about self-love."
      



~ Rev. Demetri Demopulos, Greek Orthodox pastor
· "These techniques, insofar as they involve the manipulation and destruction of human embryos, are not morally acceptable, even when their proposed goal is good in itself." ~ Pope John Paul ll
However there are also many speculated benefits of cloning
· Human cloning technology could be used to reverse heart attacks.  Scientists believe that they may be able to treat heart attack victims by cloning their healthy heart cells and injecting them into the areas of the heart that have been damaged.  Heart disease is the number one killer in the United States and several other industrialized countries.
· Infertility.  With cloning, infertile couples could have children.  Despite getting a fair amount of publicity in the news current treatments for infertility, in terms of percentages, are not very successful.
· Defective genes.  The average person carries 8 defective genes inside them.  These defective genes allow people to become sick when they would otherwise remain healthy.  With human cloning and its technology it may be possible to ensure that we no longer suffer because of our defective genes.
To Conclude, I believe that both therapeutic and reproductive cloning should be allowed, as if  it helps people either get over serious diseases or have children, then it can not be one hundred percent wrong. I know that if these were both legalised, there would be groups that would oppose it, however are always going to be people whose opinions differ from those of scientists and medical researchers. So there is not much they will be able to do. The problems could also be clones being either deformed, mutated in some way or they could die early. So I think even if we legalised it now, it would still be a long time until it is perfected.
Glossary
Cloning - The process of creating an identical copy of an   original organism or thing
HFEA – The human fertilisation and embryology authority
Reproductive Cloning – Cloning embryos for reproductive purposes

Therapeutic Cloning – Cloning embryos for the use of stem cells
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