What could possibly sink the “unsinkable” Titanic? 
1. It is April 10, 1912. The whole world is talking about an amazing new ship. Its name is the Titanic. It is going all the way from England to America. Newspapers say the Titanic is like a floating palace. The Titanic has restaurants, a post office-even a gym with a toy camel to ride. “The Titanic, at that time the largest and most luxurious afloat, was designed and built by William Pirrie's Belfast firm Harland and Wolff to service the highly competitive Atlantic Ferry route.”(http://www.britannica.com/titanic/01_01.html) The Titanic is almost four city blocks long and is as tall as an eleven-story building. Best of all, experts say the Titanic is the safest ship ever. Experts say it cannot sink. Why? The ship doesn’t have one bottom-it has two. One is inside the other. The lowest part of the Titanic is divided into sixteen watertight compartments. “It had a double-bottomed hull that was divided into 16 presumably watertight compartments. Because four of these could be flooded without endangering the liner's buoyancy, it was considered unsinkable.”(http://www.britannica.com/titanic/01_01.html)If one compartment starts to flood, the captain can just pull a switch. A thick steel door will shut. The water will be trapped. It cannot flood the rest of the ship. 
It is 2:20 A.M. on April 15. The Titanic is gone. The unsinkable Titanic has sunk. More than 2,200 people set out. Only 705 are rescued. How did the Titanic sink?  Why did it sink? 

Very nice introduction, Jason! You hook your reader immediately by including intriguing information about the Titanic, as well as ending with a question about its demise that invites the reader to continue on for some answers. Great pictures, too.

 
(Picture from http://www.world-mysteries.com/doug_titanic1.htm)
2. How the Titanic sank
           


(Picture from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Titanic)
1. The Titanic hits the iceberg, which scrapes the ship in six places. Water gushes in through the narrow openings.

2. The compartments flood, one after another. The weight of the water in the bow starts to pull the ship under.

3. The front funnel collapses. Then, as the stern rises into the air, the other funnels also start to crash under the strain. 

Can you make this a more cohesive paragraph that doesn’t just simply list these facts?
4. The strain on the ship is so great that she breaks apart. The bow plunges to the bottom. The stern starts to flood and then sinks.
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 (Picture from http://home.flash.net/~rfm/SINKING/Sank.html)
Sources from: http://www2.sptimes.com/titanic/How_did_sink.html

                     http://www2.sptimes.com/titanic/How_did_sink.html
                                   Titanic by Dorling Kindersley
3. Why the Titanic sank (Is there a paragraph that explains possible reasons the Titanic sank? Or is this a possible topic sentence?)
a. It was Captain Smith's fault
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“Captain Smith ignored seven iceberg warnings from his crew and other ships. If he had called for the ship to slow down then maybe the Titanic disaster would not have happened.” Are these quotes from a website? Be sure there is as much from you as there is from your sources—I want to read YOUR writing!
 
b. It was the shipbuilder's fault
 “About three million rivets were used to hold the sections of the Titanic together. Some rivets have been recovered from the wreck and analyzed. The findings show that they were made of sub-standard iron. When the ship hit the iceberg, the force of the impact caused the heads of the rivets to break and the sections of the Titanic to come apart. If good quality iron rivets had been used the sections may have stayed together and the ship may not have sunk.”
c. It was Bruce Ismay's fault
“Bruce Ismay was the Managing Director of the White Star Line and he was aboard the Titanic. [image: image4.jpg]


Competition for Atlantic passengers was fierce and the White Star Line wanted to show that they could make a six-day crossing. To meet this schedule the Titanic could not afford to slow down. It is believed that Ismay put pressure on Captain Smith to maintain the speed of the ship.”
 d. It was Thomas Andrews' fault
“The belief that the ship was unsinkable was, in part, due [image: image5.jpg]Fﬂ



to the fact that the Titanic had sixteen watertight compartments. However, the compartments did not reach as high as they should have done. The White Star Line did not want them to go all the way up because this would have reduced living space in first class. If Mr. Andrews, the ship's architect, had insisted on making them the correct height then maybe the Titanic would not have sunk.” 

 

e. It was Captain Lord's Fault

“The final iceberg warning sent to Titanic was from the Californian. Captained by Walter Lord, [image: image6.jpg]


she had stopped for the night about 19 miles north of Titanic. At around 11.15, Californian's radio operator turned off the radio and went to bed. Sometime after midnight the crew on watch reported seeing rockets being fired into the sky from a big liner. Captain Lord was informed but it was concluded that the ship was having a party. No action was taken by the Californian. If the Californian had turned on the radio she would have heard the distress messages from Titanic and would have been able to reach the ship in time to save all passengers.”
You need a transitional paragraph here that explains while all these reasons are possible, the one that you choose in your conclusion is the most plausible. Don’t forget that a conclusion should reiterate your thesis as well as connect your topic to the outside world somehow. You have some work to do here, Jason—I want to see more of your voice, and less from your sources.
F. Conclusion
Both America and Britain inquiries agreed on who was most at fault - Captain Stanley Lord of the Californian. If Lord had gone to Titanic's assistance when the first rocket was seen then everyone would have been saved.
 Sources from: http://www.historyonthenet.com/Titanic/blame.htm
















