An English Castle 2.

After nearly a year of searching, designing, drawing and, of course, building, Sokenniwell Castle has its gatehouse. Like the Keep, I built is on a scale 1 to 25, and as real as possible by using original drawings (plans and sections) of real castles. At first, I converted the original drawings into LEGO-format at a scale 1: 25. A very useful book is Sidney Toy’s “Castles, their construction and history”, which contains descriptions and dimensions of all kinds of interesting details. Most of these details were implemented in this model of this typical 13th century gatehouse.

 In the first half of the thirteenth century, gatehouses were grown into powerful and complicated constructions. They were flanked by towers, which formed a building three or four storeys in height. The approaches were defended from the battlements of the gatehouse as well from the meurtrières in its towers. The gateway passages were defended by portcullises, machicolations, meurtrières, and two-leafed doors.  

 The portcullises can be moved up and down in grooves, and can be operated from a chamber over the gateway by means of a chain and a winding drum. Machicolations opened out in the vault of the gateway.

This gatehouse has a small barbican and two systems of portcullises and doors. Between the doors is the central hall with a gallery on the first floor. Assailants, who passed the first barrier, below the machicolations, will find themselves under attack from meurtrières in the surrounding walls of the gallery.

A common method of attack on a gate was to pile up faggots or other combustible material against it en set fire to the pile, with the object of burning down the doors. In this gateway provision is made to quench such a fire by pouring water on it from a shoot immediately above the entrance. This shoot opens out funnelshaped in the sill of the window above.

As mentioned before, this gatehouse is built as real as possible, including the thick walls and the vaulted ceilings. Therefore, a lot of bricks were needed. Some 40,000 bricks were used in this model, which weights about 80 kilogram’s

The dimensions are 66x62x80cm (26x25x31 inch) 

 I built it in about 198 hour.

