Electoral College? Whose vote counts?


Did you know that you have never voted for President? That your parents have never voted for President? Not even your grandparents have voted for President. 




In the United States, we have a system called the Electoral College, it was originally designed because there was no mass communication, and so a National Campaign would have been impossible. It was also designed to prevent a “Native” son of a particular state to be elected. In addition our founding fathers did not trust the masses to make an intelligent choice.  During that period of our history very few people were educated and there was a concern that they would not be able to make an informed choice.



First, I am going to look at how the Electoral College works. When you go to a polling place, if you look closely you are not actually voting “George Washington” for President, you are voting for electors that should vote George Washington for President. When the election is over, these electors will gather in Washington, D.C. and cast their ballots to elect the next President of the United States. 


Next, What’s wrong with the Electoral College? There are several big problems with the Electoral College, the first being; you can win the Presidency without having won the popular vote! This has happened to Andrew Jackson in 1824, Samuel J. Tilden in 1876, Grover Cleveland in 1888, and as recently as Albert Gore in 2000. Gore received over a half a million more votes than George Bush. 
         The second problem is the electors have no legal obligation to vote for who won the popular vote of their district. Though it has never affected the outcome of an election, several electors have voted opposite what they were supposed to in order to make a statement. The third problem is it is outdated, in an age of computers and the Internet, why do we need 538 random delegates deciding our election, when a popular vote number can be easily tallied.

          Another problem with the electoral system is that a vote in one state counts more than a vote in another state.  A vote in Wyoming counts more than a vote in California. Each person’s vote should be of equal value.  Another problem is that if a state is heavily Democrat or heavily Republican it may seem pointless for someone in the minority party to stand in line to vote when they know the state is going to go to the other party regardless of his vote.


I think we should do away with the Electoral College, in favor of a simple popular vote for President. Other countries do this, why shouldn’t we? We think of America as the country with the most direct elections, but even Russia uses a simple popular vote to elect its president! 

