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Area of responsibility: Goddess of the moon, goddess of the hunt and nature, and goddess of childbirth. She was given everlasting virginity from Zeus and because of this was known as the virgin goddess.

Origins: Daughter of Leto and Zeus. Twin sister of Apollo

Alternate Names: Also know as Cynthia and Amarynthia in Greek. Her Roman name was Diana.

Symbol: Her bow and a crescent moon.

Worship: A large temple was built for her in Ephesus, a large city in Asia Minor. The temple later became one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Greeks in Asia Minor worshipped Artemis as a primary deity. Greeks outside of Asia Minor considered her a second deity. Greeks in the East (Asia Minor) associated her more with Cybele the mother goddess (or fertile). This is represented in the statues that were created in her honor. Statues created for her on the mainland usually depicted her as a hunter with a bow. Statues created for her in Asia minor showed her with several nodes on her chest which are either breasts or buffalo testicles (this is open for interpretation, however both of these things represent fertility).

Festivals: Festivals were held in honor of Artemis such as Brauronia, a festival held in Brauron, and the festival of Artemis Orthia, held in Sparta. In the Artemis Orthia, young boys would try to steal cheese from an alter while being whipped. However, the meaning of this festival has been lost today. Certain ceremonies also took place, which honored Artemis as the virgin goddess. For example, when girls reached puberty they would be initiated into Artemis’s cult. When they married, they would leave all of their belongings from their virginity on an alter (toys, dolls, etc.). This represented moving out of Artemis’s domain of virginity and into a marriage.

Personality: Artemis had very little tolerance for anybody that dishonored or disobeyed her. She was both feared and respected. For example, Agamemnon, the leader of the Greek forces at Troy, offended Artemis by either boasting that he was a better hunter than Artemis or killing one of her sacred animals. While Agamemnon and his ships were on their way to Troy to attack it, she created winds making it impossible for his ships to continue to sail. Artemis said that she would exchange fair wind in exchange for the sacrifice of his daughter Iphigenia. In one version of this story, she is sacrificed. In another version, she is quickly moved to Taurus on the black sea and an animal is sacrificed in her place. In another story, Acteon (a hunter) was out hunting in the woods when he came upon Artemis and her nymphs bathing naked in an isolated pool. Aceton was amazed at how beautiful they were and began to stare at them. When Artemis saw this, she turned Aceton into a stag and released his own hounds on him. The hounds attacked and killed him not realizing it was their master.  

