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An initiative of the World 
Literacy Foundation  

Reading Changes Lives!



The Aprende Leyendo 
Foundation was established 
in Manizales, Colombia, in 
2013 by Paula Correa and 
a small team of dedicated 
local volunteers. From the 
beginning, they forged a 
collaborative partnership with 
the World Literacy Foundation, 
a leading international literacy 
nonprofit.

Our work includes:
•	 Weekly literacy clubs for children 

who struggle with reading, 
providing personalized support and 
encouragement.

•	 Community libraries that give children 
access to books and create early habits 
of reading for pleasure.

•	 Books, resources, and learning materials 
tailored to children’s needs so they are 
equipped to thrive academically.

•	 Mentoring and guidance for parents, 
grandparents, and carers, empowering 
them to become their child’s first and 
most influential teachers.

•	 Innovative digital literacy tools and apps 
that accelerate the development of 
foundational reading skills.

•	 National advocacy for reading, ensuring 
literacy remains a priority for families, 
schools, and policymakers.

Together, we are building a culture of 
reading and opening doors of opportunity 
for children across Colombia.

About us

Over the years, this 
partnership has 
helped thousands of 
children discover the 
joy of books, succeed 
in school, and reach 
their full potential.



Why reading matters?
A report by the World Bank in 2025 
highlighted that 70% of children aged 
10 in Colombia struggle to read a 
sentence.

More than 93% of children in 
Colombia from low socio-economic 
backgrounds don’t own a single book.

A child needs to learn how to read 
because reading is the gateway 
to every other form of learning. 
When children can decode words, 
understand stories, and make 
meaning from text, they gain 
access to knowledge, ideas, and 
opportunities that shape their entire 
future. Reading builds vocabulary, 
strengthens memory, and develops 
critical thinking, skills that support 
success across all school subjects, 
from math and science to the arts.

“Every $1 spent 
of literacy/reading 

programs will return 
$13 back to the 

community.”

It also matters for a child’s 
confidence. Children who read 
well feel capable, participate 
more in class, and experience the 
joy of mastering new skills. That 
confidence fuels motivation which, 
in turn, fuels achievement.

Beyond school, reading is 
essential for navigating daily 
life, understanding instructions, 
communicating clearly, solving 
problems, and engaging with 
the world. For children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, strong 
reading skills are one of the most 
powerful tools for breaking cycles 
of poverty and opening pathways to 
future education, employment, and 
wellbeing.



Tutoring sessions - In 2025, 
children aged 4–15 attended our 
building essential reading, writing, 
and numeracy skills.

Our impact in 2025

Children learning and succeeding

2,700 

89%
of participating children showed 
measurable improvement in their 
foundational reading abilities, 
setting them on a stronger path 
for school success and lifelong 
learning.

Families visits to our community 
learning centers to engage in 
their children’s learning. These 
interactions equipped and 
empowered parents and caregivers 
to actively support the development 
of early literacy skills at home, 
an essential factor in long term 
educational progress.

2,100

Family engagement



In 2025, illiteracy in Colombia was estimated to cost 1.5% of national GDP through 
lost productivity, reduced earnings, and increased social vulnerability. The lifelong 
consequences are profound, and the evidence is clear: early intervention is essential to 
break cycles of disadvantage and ensure every child has the chance to thrive.

Throughout the year, we strengthened children’s 
learning environments by providing:

hours of 
personalised 
tutoring

628

educational 
supplies and 
learning tools

6,300 
snacks were 
provided in 
2025

2,100

As a result, 97% of children reported 
improved access to the materials they need to 
advance their reading development.

children’s 
books

Tutoring, resources, learning tools and snacks

1,500

The economic cost of illiteracy

Our 2025 evaluation found that children learning 
to read through our community learning centers 
generated a social benefit valued at USD $1.5 
million.

Importantly, 89% of children from highly 
disadvantaged backgrounds reported that they now 
plan to complete their education and continue 
learning, an extraordinary shift in aspiration and 
opportunity made possible through the Aprende 
Leyendo Foundation.

Social benefit



The stories of 2025

Six‑year‑old Manuel discovered the joy 
of reading in 2025 thanks to the patient 
tutoring and encouragement of the 
Aprende Leyendo Foundation. Week by 
week, letters turned into sounds, sounds 
into words, and words into stories he 
could finally understand on his own. The 
moment he read his first full sentence, his 
face lit up with pride, a quiet but powerful 
sense of achievement. For Manuel, learning 
to read opened a door to confidence, 
curiosity, and a world he could now 
explore independently.

Learning to read

Eight‑year‑old Angelica lit up the 
Manizales Book Fair in June 2025 
when she wrote her very own book. 
Sitting among other young storytellers, 
she poured her imagination onto the 
page, discovering the thrill of seeing 
her ideas come alive. When she held 
the finished book in her hands, her joy 
was unmistakable — a mix of pride, 
confidence, and the realisation that she 
had achieved something truly special. 
Moments like this show how powerful 
creativity can be for a child.

Writing my own book



Juan, the parent told us how his child  Jorge struggled for years, until 
the Aprende Leyendo Foundation stepped in. With patient tutoring 
and encouragement, reading finally “clicked.” He said hearing Jorge 
read aloud for the first time filled him with hope and gratitude.

Through the eyes of a parent

In 2025, our volunteers contributed 628 hours of service. Their 
commitment and dedication made a significant impact on the children 
and families we support. A special thank you to the volunteers for their 
outstanding contributions. 

Thanks to the wonderful support of our volunteers

In 2025, the Australian Government supported a major initiative to help children 
strengthen their English language skills. We are also grateful for the generous 
contribution of teaching resources and learning tools provided by Tiny Ivy, 
which enhanced the quality of instructions across our programs. The World 
Literacy Foundation also invested significant financial support to expand new 
community learning centers and establish local community libraries. In addition, 
IGG, a Singapore based digital company, donated USD $4,000 to further develop 
our reading classes throughout 2025. We also want to thank the schools Aspaen 
Gimnasio los Cerezos and Aspaen Gimnasio Horizontes. Also, the Secretaría de 
Cultura y Civismo de Manizales and Junta de Acción Comunal Vereda Gallinazo.  

The big note of appreciation to our funders



Aprende Leyendo Foundation     
PO Box 10 Manizales
Colombia
https://aprendeleyendo.com/
Email   	paula@aprendeleyendo.com
Phone	 +57 3148217736 
NIT: 00000901239830 – 2 Registration: 0090055212

  aprendeleyendocol
  aprendeleyendo

https://worldliteracyfoundation.org/

https://aprendeleyendo.com/   
https://worldliteracyfoundation.org/
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MANIZALES, 17 de marzo de 2026

Ref. MANIFESTACIÓN RELATIVA AL DESARROLLO DE EMPRENDIMIENTOS SOCIALES
Código de recuperación : SUC41P

Señor(es)
CC MANIZALES
Departamento de Registros Públicos
MANIZALES

MANIFESTACIÓN RELATIVA AL DESARROLLO DE EMPRENDIMIENTOS SOCIALES

Fecha de solicitud : 2026-03-17

Razón social o nombre : FUNDACION APRENDE LEYENDO
Nit o identificación : 9012398302

El literal a del artículo 3 de la Ley 2234 de 2022 define Emprendimiento Social como aquél “(…) adelantado por
personas naturales o jurídicas con o sin ánimo de lucro que mediante el empleo de técnicas empresariales y de
mercado, busca solucionar problemáticas, así como atender y/o fortalecer procesos que afectan diversos ámbitos de
las comunidades, beneficiando principalmente, aunque no de manera exclusiva a comunidades y/o poblaciones en
condición de vulnerabilidad.”

Teniendo en cuenta la definición legal, atendiendo la instrucción de la Superintendencia de Sociedades, esta entidad
cameral requiere que responda afirmativa (SI) o negativamente (NO) si usted considera que su (s) actividad (es) se
desarrolla (n) como emprendimiento social (marque con una equis “X”):

SI:_____

NO:   X

DECLARACIÓN:
La información antes suministrada hace parte del trámite solicitado (matricula o renovación) y se entiende firmado con
la suscripción del formulario RUES.

*Nota: Cualquier falsedad en que se incurra podrá ser sancionada de acuerdo con la Ley (artículo 38 del Código de
Comercio, normas concordantes y complementarias).
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MANIZALES, 17 de marzo de 2026

Ref. FORMATO DE REPORTE DE INFORMACIÓN CON ENFOQUE DIFERENCIAL ÉTNICO
Código de recuperación : SUC41P

Señor(es)
CC MANIZALES
Departamento de Registros Públicos
MANIZALES

FORMATO DE REPORTE DE INFORMACIÓN CON ENFOQUE DIFERENCIAL ÉTNICO

Razón social :  FUNDACION APRENDE LEYENDO
Nit o identificación :  9012398302

1. Indique si cuenta con la participación de personas que pertenecientes a grupos étnicos en su capital social:

SI:_____  NO:___X____

2. Indique si cuenta con empleados pertenecientes a grupos étnicos

SI:_____  NO:___X___

3. Indique si cuenta con participación de personas pertenecientes a grupos étnicos en cargos directivos :

SI:_____  NO:___X___

DECLARACIÓN:
La información antes suministrada hace parte del trámite solicitado (matricula o renovación) y se entiende firmado con
la suscripción del formulario RUES.

*Nota: Cualquier falsedad en que se incurra podrá ser sancionada de acuerdo con la Ley (artículo 38 del Código de
Comercio, normas concordantes y complementarias).
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INFORME FINANCIERO ANUAL 2025

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 2025



1 2

3

Ejecución de proyectos/Project
delivery: $44.500.000
Contabilidad-auditoría/Accountant-
Audit: $1.360.000
Compra de libros-Recursos
educativos/Purchase of Books-
Education resources: $13.246.000
Comidas-refrigerios para
estudiantes/Meals-Snacks for
students: $ 11.127.000
Comisiones bancarias/Bank charges:
$302.000
Oficina-Administración/Office-
Administration: $12.000.000
Transportes a las actividades/Transport
for the activities: $3.324.000

Total Gastos/Total Expenditure:
$85.859.000

GASTOS
EXPENDITURE

NIT/TIN: 901239830-2

Donaciones/Donations:
$36.676.000
Aportes de WLF/From WLF:
$50.714.469
Intereses/Interest: $7.716

Ingresos totales/Total income:
$87.398.185

INGRESOS
INCOME

Desde: Enero 1 2025
Hasta: Diciembre 31 2025

From: January 1st 2025
To: December 31st 2025

Explicación del balance a diciembre
31 de 2025/Explanation of the
balance as of December 31st, 2025

El balance en la cuenta
bancaria a diciembre 31 de
2025 es de/The balance
shown in the bank as of
December 31st, 2025 is:

$5.958.685 

Valor estimado de los productos,
bienes y servicios donados a la
Fundación/Estimated value of
products, goods and services
donated to the Foundation:

 $4.000.000 Número estimado de horas
de voluntariado en

2025/Estimated number of
hours provided as

volunteerism in 2025:
628 horas/hours

Signed:

Andrew Kay
CEO-World

Literacy
Foundation

Paula Correa
Project Manager-
Aprende Leyendo


	Aprende Leyendo Financial Report 2025.pdf
	INFORME FINANCIERO ANUAL 2025
	ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 2025




