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THE PROBLEM
WE’RE HERE TO SOLVE

Of children from low-income
families in the United States
don't own a single book. 

People are considered functionally
illiterate in the United States.

61%

45 Million

Children and Adults cannot read
worldwide.

739 Million



WHAT WE DID IN 2025
In 2025, USA Reads and World Literacy Foundation were in 145 communities across the
United States: in hospitals in Washington DC, in laundromats in neighborhoods where
families actually live, in summer camps across Texas, and in schools in Nigeria, Uganda,
and Kenya. Wherever children needed books and someone willing to sit with them, we
were there. 

15,530
Families Reached

19,875
Children’s Books
Distributed

130
Youth Literacy Ambassadors
Mobilized Across USA

6,620
Volunteer Hours 

145
 Literacy Projects

8,420
Children
Learned to Read

COMMUNITY BASED LITERACY
Books sitting in a warehouse don't teach anyone to read. In 2025, we brought them
directly into 38 underserved communities, paired with tutoring, parent mentoring, and
hands-on educational support delivered by people from those communities. 

A child who sees someone who looks like them reading, teaching, showing up every week,
gets something a book alone can't give them. Behind every project was the same goal:
help children fall in love with reading early enough that the hard parts of school don't have
a chance to make them afraid of it. 



WHAT READING DOES FOR A CHILD
A child who can read can follow the instructions on a test, keep up in a subject they've
never studied before, and go home and keep learning on their own. Reading is the skill that
makes every other skill in school possible, and children who build it early carry that
advantage through the rest of their education.



STORIES FROM THE
COMMUNITIES WE SERVE
Compassion this Way, Michigan
At a book giveaway hosted through Compassion this Way in Michigan, the moment children
understood the books were theirs to keep was visible on their faces before anyone said a word.
Shyla, a mother of two who attended the event, put it plainly.

"My two kids were so happy to receive new books. I have very limited income and I can't afford the
luxury of new books, so this made them feel so special."

Her children weren't alone in that feeling. Kia, one of the children who received books that day, said that
"new books were so cool because I rarely receive anything new." Moises described it simply: "I have
never received new books before. It's so fun having books that nobody has read before."

Care Elementary, Michigan
At Clare Elementary, a Math and Literacy event brought families into the building to learn alongside
their children. Participants worked through fractions using color tiles, and door prizes kept the energy
high throughout. The goal was to strengthen the connection between learning at school and learning at
home.

The books distributed that day carried that goal into the following week. Erica, a teacher at Clare
Elementary, described what happened when students brought them home.

"All of the teachers truly appreciated the books. It's so important to give kids access to books at home
so they can continue to grow as readers. Receiving these books sparked so much excitement in the
classroom. Many students shared that they went home and read them right away. They were thrilled
and couldn't believe they got to keep the books."

Ryann, a paraprofessional at the school, noticed the same thing in the room before the books even left.
"You could physically see the joy they had when they realized they were able to own a book."

West Kelloggsville Elementary, Michigan
Jen Cole, Media Secretary at West Kelloggsville Elementary, sent a single note after the school's book
giveaway: "The kids loved it and it was really a lot of fun. Thank you so much. What an amazing
program!"





SUMMER READING: SALVATION
ARMY CAMPS, TEXAS 
We partnered with 11 Salvation Army youth camps across Texas in 2025, making sure the
children there had books to read all summer and came back to school in the fall ready to
keep going. Over Fourth of July weekend, one of those camps flooded. The team stayed.
They kept getting books and resources to the displaced kids, kept the program running,
and kept showing up after the water receded. The summer didn't stop. 



READ FOR WELLNESS 
When a child is sick, everything stops. School stops, learning stops, and for most children
in a hospital bed, reading stops too. Read for Wellness is built around the idea that it
doesn't have to. In 2025, we brought books directly to children receiving treatment in
hospitals and health clinics across the United States, children stuck in beds and waiting
rooms while their classmates were back in class. Books kept their minds moving, their
curiosity alive, and their reading skills intact while they healed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMDZZomhMBg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMDZZomhMBg


LAUNDROMAT POP-UP LIBRARIES 
A family doing laundry spends about 45 minutes waiting. In 2025, we put books in that
time. We placed pop-up libraries inside five laundromats across the United States, in the
neighborhoods where these families actually are. A child picks up a book while the clothes
are in the dryer, takes it home when they leave, and passes it to another child when
they've finished it. No library card, no form to fill out, no barrier between a child and a
book. 



YOUTH AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 
In the summer of 2025, 135 young people across the United States chose to spend their
break differently. Each one led a community literacy project from beginning to end:
organizing book drives, running reading events, recruiting volunteers, following through.
They showed up with energy and commitment, and the communities they served felt it.
They were the reason the projects worked.

Meet our Youth Ambassador, Apollonia. Apollonia has been a dedicated youth
ambassador for the World Literacy Foundation and continues to volunteer because she
understands the life changing impact literacy can have on a child’s future. Throughout her
time as a youth ambassador, she organized book collections and hosted book and bake
sales after school and at community events to raise funds for literacy initiatives. Her
passion for reading and education has inspired her to continue serving even beyond her
ambassador role.

Today, Apollonia is raising funds to provide books to students at a local school where only
5 percent of children are currently reading at grade level. This cause is deeply important
to her because she believes every child deserves the opportunity to succeed, and access
to books is one of the first steps toward building confidence, academic achievement, and
future opportunities. She hopes her efforts will help students discover a love of reading
and give them the tools they need to thrive both in and out of the classroom.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ivSxLN9dBU


THE LITERACY PEN
Most of us have never thought about what it would mean to write something for the very
first time: to say a sentence out loud and watch it become words on a page, in your own
voice. For millions of people who have never been able to write, that moment changes
everything. 

The Literacy Pen uses voice dictation to help people who can't yet write do exactly that:
speak what they mean and watch it appear. In 2025, the first distribution reached
communities in the USA, Asia, and Africa.

"The Literacy Pen gave me a new sense of life and the ability to communicate like
never before." — Arjun, India 

We're now in Phase Two, with a goal of reaching 40,000 people globally through a second
manufacturing run later this year. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ivSxLN9dBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ivSxLN9dBU


SWITCH ON AND READ 
Researchers have known for years that children who can read captions on screen become
better readers, because they're learning without even trying to. In 2025, we launched
Switch On and Read, working with children's TV channels and online platforms to raise the
quality and consistency of on-screen captions. Every episode with good captions
becomes a reading lesson that fits right into a child's day. 

https://worldliteracyfoundation.org/screen-time-is-now-reading-time-in-kenya/
https://worldliteracyfoundation.org/screen-time-is-now-reading-time-in-kenya/


SUN BOOKS: NIGERIA,
KENYA, UGANDA 
In 2025, the Sun Books program reached 120,000 children with low literacy levels across
Nigeria, Kenya, and Uganda. Our e-learning platform carries 700 children's books in 130
languages, accessible by computer, phone, or tablet. For schools without reliable
electricity, we provided solar panels so the platform could actually reach the children who
needed it most. Every child, regardless of where they were born, deserves access to
books in their own language. Sun Books makes that possible. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gx4dm3GPUxs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gx4dm3GPUxs


APRENDE LEYENDO:
MANIZALES, COLOMBIA 
In Manizales, Colombia, 70% of children can't read a simple text. The Aprende Leyendo
Foundation, an initiative of World Literacy Foundation, spent 2025 inside two of the city's
low-income communities running weekly reading clubs, book exchanges, and tutoring
sessions. Five volunteers. 2,500 children. Sitting with them, reading with them, week after
week.



WORLD LITERACY SUMMIT 2025 
In April 2025, 600 of the world's leading literacy experts spent three days together at the
World Literacy Summit, organized by World Literacy Foundation. 240 came from the US
literacy sector and 360 came from around the world, bringing research, programs, and
hard-won experience from more than 50 countries. 

At the center of every conversation was one question: can artificial intelligence help end
illiteracy, and if so, how do we make sure it reaches the people who need it most? The
answers that come out of that room shape the funding decisions, the programs, and the
policy work of the decade ahead. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjafxkqA2qA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjafxkqA2qA




ABOUT USA READS / WORLD
LITERACY FOUNDATION 
In 2025, USA Reads and World Literacy Foundation reached more children than ever before, and
none of it happened without the people and organizations listed below.
To our financial donors: your contributions funded the books, programs, and staff that made this
work possible. From major institutional grants to individual gifts, every dollar went toward getting
literacy resources into the hands of children who needed them. We are grateful for your trust and
your generosity.

To our volunteers: you showed up to book drives, packed literacy kits, ran family workshops, and
gave time that no grant can replace. The work looks different because of you.
To our community partners: schools, libraries, food banks, WIC programs, and local organizations
across the country opened their doors and brought us directly to families. That kind of access
doesn't come from a website. It comes from relationships, and we don't take yours for granted.

Financial Donors in 2025: UBS Financial Services, Creative Genius (Pura Vida), Fable Group,
Community Fund of New Jersey, Palmetto State Literacy Association, Pledge Fund, Union High
School, Atmosphere Press, Amira Learning, IMF (International Monetary Fund), MSDF (Michael and
Susan Dell Foundation), JETT/Weller Auto, Athens Area Community Foundation, Follett Education,
Fidelity Grants, Greater Kansas City Community Foundation, Robert Baird and Co. Inc., CAF (Charities
Aid Foundation America), Bajco Arizona LLC, Triad Foundation, Vanguard Charitable, Stripe
Donations, and PayPal Corporate Donations.

Community Partners in 2025
Shelter in Chicago; Shoe Drive and Book Giveaway in Tennessee; WIC Program in West Virginia;
Tennessee High School; Elementary School in Michigan; 35 Salvation Army locations in Texas; West
Virginia WIC Program; Community of Hope DC; Food Bank in Grand Rapids, Michigan; Mid Valley Ohio
WIC; Maranda Park Party in Muskegon; Holiday Giving in 20 locations; and 130 Youth Literacy
Ambassadors.

About USA Reads and World Literacy Foundation
USA Reads was founded in Michigan on May 17, 2013, with one purpose: improve literacy outcomes
for children across the United States, starting with the children who have the fewest resources. What
began in one state now reaches communities in Texas, Washington DC, Georgia, Illinois, and beyond,
as part of World Literacy Foundation, a global network working to end illiteracy across 54 countries.
We are a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

www.USAReads.org | www.worldliteracyfoundation.org

http://www.usareads.org/
http://www.worldliteracyfoundation.org/


MEET THE USA READS TEAM

Andrew Kay
CEO/FOUNDER

Cathy Green
Project Manager
- North America

Savannah Murphy
Fundraising Manager 

Eduardo Díaz
Grant Writer

Maria Gregory 
Sr. Manager, Partnership
& Program Development



MEET OUR BOARD MEMBERS

Andrew Kay
CEO WORLD LITERACY

FOUNDATION

Dr Donald Green
PRESIDENT GORDON

STATE COLLEGE

Dr Anthony Cree, OAM
CHAIRMAN, WORLD
LITERACY COUNCIL

Ms Samantha Sida
DIRECTOR AND CO-FOUNDER

LIMITED SPACE INC

Ms Angelica Correa 
MIGRANT ADVOCATE 

Molly Ness, PhD
ADVOCATEFOR

LITERACY,AUTHOR,
RESEARCHER, AND

CLINICIAN

Frank Schulenburg
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

WIKI EDUCATION
FOUNDATION 

Ms Julia Paterson
CO-FOUNDER
GREAT WRAP 



























Declaration 
Consolidated financial statement of World Literacy Foundation and all associated legal entities 

I, Louis Villanueva of Villa&Co. Accounting Group, serve as the registered independent auditor for
the following charitableentities:

•
•
•
• 

World LiteracyFoundation Australia 
North AmericaWorldLiteracy Foundation 
United Kingdom&Europe World Literacy Foundation
Reading Out ofPovertyInc. 

I am a registered tax agentandaPublic Accountant with the Institute of Public Accountants
(Registration No. 210666).

Each of the entities listed aboveoperates as a registered not-for-profit charitable organisation in their
respective jurisdictions: Australia, the United States of America, and the United Kingdom. 

The accompanying consolidated financial information presents an overview of the global operations
of the World Literacy Foundation Group for the financial year ending 2025. 

The Group recorded a significant increase in revenue in 2025 compared to 2024, largely driven by the
strong performance of the World Literacy Foundation and Reading Out of Poverty in Australia.
Notably, the Global Literacy Summit held in the United Kingdom from 6 to 9 April 2025 generated
heightened awareness of the Foundation’s impact and inspired increased donor engagement 
throughout the year. 

•
• 

Total revenue rose from $1,295,118 in 2024 to $2,159,547 in 2025. 
Total expenses increased from $1,232,760 in 2024 to $1,970,185 in 2025, reflecting
expanded program delivery and operational commitments. 

Despite the rise in expenses, careful financial management supported a healthy cash flow of $509,792
in 2025, reinforcing the Group’s financial stability and ongoing sustainability. 

This statement provides a consolidated summary of the Group's financial performance. For more
detailed financial reports, including separate audited statements for each legal entity, please contact
either myself or the Director of the World Literacy Foundation. 

Regards, 

04  August 2025 th

To Whom It May Concern,

Louis Villanueva / Registered Tax Agent / Public Accountant 
Professional member registration 210666 
Institute of Public Accountants 
0412 068 427/ accounting@thevillagroup.com.au 
VILLA & CO – The Villa Group Pty Ltd 
Office: St Kilda Rd Towers, 1 Queens Rd Melbourne Vic 3004/Australia
https://thevillagroup.com.au/ 

mailto:accounting@thevillagroup.com.au
mailto:accounting@thevillagroup.com.au
mailto:accounting@thevillagroup.com.au
mailto:accounting@thevillagroup.com.au
mailto:accounting@thevillagroup.com.au


VILLA CO

Donation Receipts
S ummit

Accounting Fees
Bank charges
Website Development
Research/evaluation
Project Delivery
Project Development
Administration & Marketing
Fundraising Costs
Salary on costs
Wages & Salaries

 2,159,547.72
 -

 2 3,439.62
 2,845.94

743.25
 5 3,680.32

 1,052,282.58
196,818.17
196,797.06

2,625.00
114,174.78
326,778.58

These financial statements must be read in conjuction with the attached Accountant's
compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.

Surplus (Deficit) from Ordinary Activities

2025
AU$

Total revenue

Total expenses

 189,362.42

 2,159,547.72

 1,970,185.30

Revenue

Expenditure

Statement of Financial Performance
Consolidated

For the year ended 30 June 2025

World Literacy Foundation Group



VILLA CO

Retained Surplus

 
GST - Input Control
Wages Advance

Other Current Assets
Short Term Loan

Computers At Cost
Accum. Depr. Computers

Motor Vehicles-at cost
Motor Vehicles Accum Dep'n

Cash at Bank - Current Account

Office equipment & computers at Cost
Office equipment & computers Accum Dep'n

512,065.06

509,792.63
-

8,818.00
1,700.00

10,518.00

1,557.19
-

5,140.5
4
1,527.7
4

-
5,084.1
8
1,460.5
628,068.4

0
26,103.5
8

 
- 

- 

- 

Total Equity

Represented by:
Current Assets

2025
$

Cash Assets

Fixed Assets

Other Debtors

Total Current Assets

Total Fixed Assets

Total Non-Current Assets

Total Assets

512,065.06

509,792.63

521,867.82

9,201.24

9,201.24

531,069.06

These financial statements must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements

World Literacy Foundation Group
 

Equity

Non-Current Assets

Statementof Financial Position
Consolidated Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2025



VILLA CO

Short term loan
VAT Payable
PAYG Withholding Payable
Superannuation Payable
Total current liabilities

Balance at 1 July 2024
Surplus Attributable to Members

Unrestricted - available for operations
 

 
322,702.64  
189,362.42

-
 11,961.00

7,043.00
19,004.00

Total Liabilities

2025
$

Retained Earnings

Balance at 30 June 2025

TotalNon - CurrentLiabilities

These financial statements must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
 

 5 12,065.06

 512,065.06

 19,004.00

Net Assets

World Literacy Foundation Group
 

Current Liabilities

Non-Current Liabilities

Statementof Financial Position
Consolidated Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2025

Compilation Reportand Noteswhich formpartofthesefinancialstatements



VILLA CO

Accounting FeesBank charges
Website Development
Research/evaluation
Project Delivery
Project Development
Administration & Marketing
Fundraising Costs
Salary on costs
Wages & Salaries

Donation Receipts
Summit

AU$=$1
 

 1,090,657.10

11,689.82
1,959.58

743.25
19,421.80

345,999.05
71,817.35

129,086.97
2,518.00

101,515.78
122,760.00
807,511.60

320,344.04

247,823.88
32,886.24

9,649.37
107.00

 
77,208.58

367,675.08

Euro 1 = AU$1.78341
 

74,611.36

8,583.96

 
87,389.92

 131,171.03

 3,385.44
 809.16

US$1 = AU$1.60802
 

As at 31/12/2025
2025
AU$

These financial statements must be read in conjuction with the attached Accountant's
compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.

AU$=$1
ROOP

 8,364.36
 7 7.20

 34,258.52
383,848.29

92,114.58
49,476.75

 12,659.00
126,810.00
707,608.70

617,375.55  2,159,547.72

 23,439.62
2,845.94

743.25
53,680.32

1,052,282.58
196,818.17
196,797.06

2,625.00
114,174.78
326,778.58

1,970,185.30

 1,295,118.72

 20,115.28
2,171.47
 9 96.32

 67,375.28
609,804.20
110,165.70
165,634.88

 2 28.63
 30,649.23

225,619.71
1,232,760.70

 
-

Total revenue

Total expenses

AU$

WLF Australia
As at 30/06/2025

 1,090,657.10

283,145.50 -

AU$

WLF UK
As at 30/04/2025

2025

 4 7,331.04

320,344.04

WLFUSA

43,781.11

 131,171.03

-

AU$

As at 30/06/2025

 9 0,233.15

 617,375.55

Total 

AUD $

 1 89,362.42

2,159,547.72

Total 

AUD $

 62,358.02

1,295,118.72

Surplus (Deficit) from Ordinary Activities

2025 2025 2025 2024

World Literacy Foundation Group
 

Revenue

Ex pendit ure

Statement of Financial Performance
Consolidated Report
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