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Estimada alumna, estimado alumno:

El libro de lecturas que tienes en tus manos es el resultado del es-
fuerzo que realizan el gobierno federal, los gobiernos estatales, las
maestras y los maestros para garantizar que todas las nifias, los ni-
nos y los adolescentes que cursan la educacion bésica en nuestro
pais cuenten con materiales educativos para construir su aprendi-

zaje, y con ello alcanzar una educacién de excelencia.

Tu libro de texto gratuito promovera que te desarrolles integralmen-
te, fomentara en ti el amor a la Patria y el respeto a todos los derechos;
asl reconoceras lo que te rodea, apreciaras tus fortalezas y sabras lo
que tu comunidad, México y el mundo necesitan y lo que puedes ha-

cer por ellos.

En el marco de la Nueva Escuela Mexicana, la equidad y la calidad son
premisas de la educacién. Este libro ha sido seleccionado por los do-
centes de tu escuela, de entre las distintas opciones que la Secretaria
de Educacién Publica pone a su disposicion y forma parte de los ma-
teriales educativos que se ofrecen para que, con el trabajo diario de
maestras, maestros, autoridades y familias, alcances el méximo logro
de aprendizaje y el fortalecimiento de los lazos entre tu escuela y tu
comunidad.

Este libro ya es tuyo; es un regalo de todo el pueblo de México para ti.

iCondcelo, cuidalo y disfratalo!

Distribucién gratuita, prohibida su venta
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Contents 2
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This Reader is an interesting and entertaining learning tool to help you
improve your English level. You will find enjoyable informative and
literary texts that will expose you to new language in varied contexts
and will help you to be a more successful reader.

The chapters for each unit are divided into:
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Exchange emotions and reactions caused by

a television program.

Work in pairs. Discuss the questions.
1 What do you know about the history of television?
2 How different do you think TV programs were
50 years ago?
3 What do you think television of the future
will be like?
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Behind the Inhvention

The most influential invention of
the 20" century, affer the

Internet, was i g
television. Few

inventions have had
as much effect on

society as television;
nowadays, 79% of households in the
world own at least one television. That's

a lot of televisions.

In fact, according to the INEGI, 92.7% of Mexican
households receive a digital signal via public access
or cable television.

TV was not born accidentally or overnight, and it was
not created by a single person. It was in the 20s that
the birth of television occurred as we know it foday.
The effort of many people working for many years,
logether or separately, made this invention possible.

It was in 1927 when the American inventor Philo
Taylor Farnsworth developed the world's first
electronic television.

households (household) (n) — the people who live in a house

or apartment when they are considered as a single unit
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Prior to Farnsworth's invention, a group of inventors

confributed fo the invention of television. They developed
a device known as mechanical felevision.

The Scottish engineer John Logie Baird demonstrated the
televising of moving objects using a mechanical system
that scanned images by means of a rofafing disk and
lenses. His work was influenced by the German inventor
Paul Nipkow, who invented the electric telescope that
converted an image info a series of light pulses. And

in 1897, Karl Ferdinand Braun, a German scientist,
invented the cathode ray fube, which was used in
almost all the computer and television monitors until
plasma and LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) monitors came
into the market from the late 90s onward.

Between 1926 and 1931, all mechanical televisions
became obsolete, and by 1934, all TVs had been
converted info the electronic system. In addition, Baird
had siarted broadcasting some experimental television
fransmissions using BBC frequencies, but the definifion
was so bad that actors had to wear exaggeraled
green, purple, and yellow make-up and black lipstick;
they had o work under very strong, hot lights for the
image to look a litle better in black and white.

onward (adv) — when something continues to happen

or exist from a particular moment and forward

Chapter 1



The Big Success

In 1932, the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation)
started broadcasting and it was the first company

in the world to launch a regular high-definition
felevision service consisting of 405 lines. Unfortunately,
this service was interrupted by the outbreak of World
War Il'in 1939. The last program to be aired was

a famous carfoon.

It was in 1941 that the Mexican engineer Guillermo

Gonzdlez Camarena impressed the world with the

invention of color television. His invention was

so important that the Mexican National School of

Medicine began to use it, and so did the NASA, that

used this system for
capturing images
of Jupiter in outer
space. Gonzdlez
Camarena patented
his invention in
1943 and his first
experimental color

broadcast took
place in 1946.

outbreak (n) — the sudden start of war, disease, violence, etc.

aired (air) (v) — to broadcast something on radio or television
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The Golden Age: From the
Late 1940s to the Early 1960s

The first Golden Age of Television was full of

different productions, which were mostly broadcasted
live. Before this era, television had remained
commercialfree, but with the creation of many sixty-to
ninety-minute shows, commercials appeared and
started being broadcasted as well. The first commercial
was fransmitted in 194 1. The ad was for a waich and
lasted 10 seconds. The cost for an advertisement was
@ US dollars for 30 seconds of air time, while today,
30 seconds of air fime during the National Football
league Championship cost 2.7 US million dollars!

A wide range of changes and improvements took place
from this moment on. The 1950s were a watershed in
the hisfory of television.

TV stations started fo grow all over the world. In the
USA, cable was used to carry TV signal to areas with
a poor connection. In Mexico, the first television siafion
was launched, and it was called XHTV.

watershed (n) — an event that causes an important change

to take place
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This decade saw the birth of various television genres
like comedy shows, sitcoms, talk shows, drama, cartoon
programs, altogether with dancing, game, cooking,
and culture shows.

In 1953, Queen
Elizabeth II's
coronation ceremony
was fransmitted
internationally on live

television. It has been
estimated that an
audience of nearly 277 million people walched the
coronation. This day is remembered as the day

the Queen saved felevision because it changed
people’s perspective about this invention.

Then, in 1969,
approximately
500 million people
walched how Neil
Armstrong stepped
on the Moon.

birth (n) — the beginning of something such as an idea,
institution, etc.
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Television Today

After this pericd, television turned from a mere
technological invention to an essential form of
communication found in almost every single living

room across the world. Technology has kept advancing
to make television what it is today. The average
household viewership was 4.5 hours a day in the
1970s, but by 2010, the average household

viewership had risen to nearly 8.5 hours per day.

Since the 70s, the evolution of TV has not sfopped:

it begon with the creation of more than a thousand TV
stations that exist until today, hundreds of channels,
many satellite TV companies, and even the development
of supplemental technologies like Betamax —that
appeared in 1975— or VHS —that appeared one year
later— and their evolution, the DVD and the Blutay
disc, which appeared in 1997 and 2002 respectively.

viewership (n) — the total number of people who watch

a particular TV station or program
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