BEAR TAVERN
Washington Crossing State Park
Washington Crossing, New Jersey

The Park Office, at the intersection of Rte. 546 and Bear Tavern
Road, is a very interesting vernacular structure. It appears to
have been constructed as a farmhouse, c. 1790, and enlarged into a
tavern c¢.1820. Although much modified, it retains a great deal of
original fabric.

The building faces south. As originally constructed, it was a
narrow "salt box" structure, one room wide and two rooms deep.
(See illustration) Of this phase, the cellar, sills, most of the
wall frame, the roof of the front, and many of the finishes
survive. While the rear shed has been deepened and raised, its
original configuration is apparent at the rafter plate between the
front and rear rooms. This plate retains the notches for the shed
rafters. Original interior plaster survives on the north side of
the brick-filled partition below this plate. It extends above the
level of the current ceiling continuing up to the former elevation
of the shed rafters,

The front room appears to have been the original kitchen/living

room. It retains a large fireplace (now blocked), cleoset stairs
leading to the cellar and second floor, and a good gquality corner
cupboard. The cupboard is original, as the wall behind it has

never been plastered. The first floor ceiling joists are chamfered
and the undersides of the floor plank above are edge beaded.

The rear room most likely was the sitting room/master bedroom.
Measuring about 9 by 18 feet, it has a corner fireplace. The
current fireplace mantle appears to be slightly later than the
building. This room has been radically enlarged and reworked. The
closet doors in this room are early doors from other parts of this
building.

The second floor consisted of three spaces: passage, a good
chamber, and a low rear chamber. This floor was unheated, The
chimney side closet appears original. The upper part of the closet
stair from the first flocor has been removed, but its plan and
elevation are visible in the floor and wall. The partition between
the passage and chamber consists of spaced 1 by 6 inch wvertical
plank lathed on each side and plastered. The ceilings of the
second floor have always been plastered, Original chailr rails
survive in the two second floor rooms.

The chamber clearly was meant to have some status. While the
kitchen/living room and 2nd floor passage have ovolo door and
window moldings, the chamber has cavetto moldings. If this house
was bullt for a couple with no children, initially this may have
been the master bhedroom while the rear lower room was a dining
room/parlor.

The attic had a plank flocor for storage, but was otherwise



unfinished, The stair leading to it (now removed), appears to have
been whitewashed, as some of the framing above the stair opening is
whitewashed.

The largest timbers in the building (sills, summer, etc.) are hewn.
Most of the others were straight-sawn in a watermill. Most of the
tapered roof rafters, however, were manually pit-sawn. (Two were
hand-hewn. ) These rafters stand on 3 by 4 inch rafter plates
resting in notches cut into the ends of the attic floor joists,
This roof detail is an import from the Chesapeake.

The roof was originally covered with 3 foot shingles 12 inches to
the weather. This is visible on several north slope rafters where
the rafters had tc be notched to create a flat roof plane. Some of
these notches are vacate except for nail holes or bent-over double-
struck nails. Others, however, still retain their original shingle
lath. These lath have bevel-lapped ends and are attached with
double-struck nails. When, in the 19th-century, the building was
extended west, the roof lath were respaced for two foot shingles
8 1/2 inches to the weather,

The cellar extends under the entire original portion of the house.
Mortises on +the underside of the summer beam show that it
originally was partitioned. The original fenestration pattern is

clearly wisible: two windows on the west wall (one later a coal
chute), one on the south wall (deepened into a door), and one on
the south wall (now blocked). The original exterior entrance

survives under the modern porch deck., The cellar walls are white
washed. The ceiling joists are both hewn and straight sawn.

Early in the 19th century, say ¢.1820, the dwelling was extended 22

feet to the west. There is no cellar under this portion of the
building, and the ground floor joists are hewn top only. {This
portion of the building c¢ould be readily dated through
dendrochronology.) The ground floor room of this addition appears

to have been the public room of the tavern. A scar in the plaster
of the south wall may be related to the bar. The plaster of the
north wall bears marks of a blocked door (behind the present stair)

and an adjacent peg bocard for hanging coats. Plaster scars show
that the walls once had a chair raill, portions of which survive as
the window aprons. ©On the second floor, the addition appears to
have consisted of only a large dormitory. It was finishedqd,

however, with a chair rail, cavetto door and window moldings, and
closets on each side of the fireplace.

The roof framing is identical to that of the original front portion
of the house: widely spaced trusses of tapered rafters mortised
and tenoned at their apices. They have no collars, and they rest
on rectangular rafter plates. These scantlings, however, are mill
sawn, not pit sawn.

Until further research, the dating for this house must rest on nail
technology. Both the original construction and the addition are
framed with early machine-cut nails,. They are cut from common



sides and manually headed. The heads have two facets. Lee Nelson
dates these !"double-struck" nails to ¢.1780-18285, A lapse of a
significant period of time between original construction and the
addition is suggested by the observation that the room of the
original portion was reshingled when the addition was made.

The moldings of the original portion of the dwelling also are
consistent with a construction date of ¢.1790. These include ovolo
and cavetto door and window moldings, and guirks on the sides of
the door raised panels. The door hinges are cast, butt hinges,
rather than wrought, face-mounted hinges.

Note: the last time that the roof lath was extensively repaired,
fragments of fence pickets were used as spacers at each gable.

Samples: examples of double-struck flooring nails were collected
from the attic Jjoists in both the original section and the

addition.

The building's cocccupants on shown on three Mercer County atlases or
maps. These occupants are:

1849; J. Hart's Hotel, BEAR TAVERN
1875: Mc P. Ege
1205 C. McClennen

The J. Hart listed on the 1849 map was John "Bear" Hart. In the
20th century, the former tavern was a farmhouse. Its outbuildings
are shown in detail in a low level aerial photograph in the
collections of the New Jersey State Archives (NJSA 83.11.66,
c.,1930).

Garry Wheeler Stone

State Park Service
Philip A. Hayden

Princeton Historical Society
10 March 1993



SOURCES:
Map Collection, NJ State Library:
1849: J. W, Otley & J. Keily, Surveyors, Map of Mercer

County, New Jersey, Entirely from Original Surveys.
Camden, Lleye Van Der Veer,

1875: Everts & Steward, Combination Atlas Map of Mercer
County, New Jersey. Philadelphia.

1905: A. H. Mueller & Co., Automobile Driving and Trolley Map
of Mercer County, New Jersevy.

Nelson, Lee H. Nail Chronology as an Aid to Dating 01d Buildings.
Technical Leaflet 48, American Association for State and Local
History. Nashville, 1968,

New Jersey State Archives. Aerial Photograph 83.11.66:
Intersection of Bear Tavern and Washington Crossing—Pennington
Roads, N.D. [c.1930].

Reynolds, Richard. "Just another Rural Tavern until Christmas of
1776." The Trentonian, Saturday Morning, 2 November 1963.

Stone, Garry. Field Notes, 21 & 28 January, 1993.

Stone, Garry and Philip Hayden. Field Notes, 10 February 1993.

Tichy, Charles R, "Evaluation of 18th-century Buildings at
Washington Crossing State Park." Memorandum, 1 June 1872.

Files, Division of Parks & Forestry.

Washington Crossing State Park, Washington Crossing, New Jersey.
Artifact Collection: three nail samples.



me
e
14
a

; | SRR
| g 58 g o
H 1o . _ﬁu,d I _0 ma w ||_ 0 HW 1[3
N3nha LhE EfStaemns salo
29 oA £ 7 o 0 A
D i R .W..L R
tmﬁnl_ N ..vi,_w — e
“"nuﬂomm_m"““ Al &,-i w‘u_rm
) Al ¥ —o s
e “, B en R RN
| | TEh | ] T “
m B il P e !

m Q. _

. _

I _

o pagh

v e PG el ks vt

548N

W

.
m UL
Y T T T
P 17 T ERREEN
Nl T L
' § ] 33 L T 5
hils wll i Dl
h .__,“JMNA" L : 14 M..Li.
IR IR I nw A4 ‘mi’u,.. -
R NE Ry NN CLEs
N ;m.__....._ A .,S‘m-r.w
“hﬂrmm_o."-_r. Y mm
SEHERE AR IS
g b Py ¥ m:_;
,_u_k,,&‘f B | |cL.—b‘L
ST O U B 058
Y e S0
"_,u_ﬁm_w_mbl”_:” i my“.;,\
AR ERERR RERENNE
S8 11 1
S _ T
o _ :
P * o

'

:.m v
| E R 1 51 -
| il o ? S
[ i U L S Fl ] a1 -
KV S ERRERSEERE - NN
e -1 - T
. Boyob | t ; Fad i
A mwm L T T -
”%” SRR SN ] 5 ERaREw
i [ Cx Wﬂv,,, ...m. !
AT T I _n g 8 i
Bal-AE _um RN &5
by o , * . [l k,
7 s [ i : S 4
,ML ot RN - 4.2 lL
cs 0 E - RRENE
D _ 3

r

;&_@

zk

=

|

AN
i

Ll A=s
N
&

. {ﬁ -




7—. olé[ dpa-\.‘f)
\'L',\Nma\ tm

2 -/o-7D

Bear TRUBRK
-3

§ 28~ {997 gx.oj

éW5 -+ FrH.

—— ——— rgn, | e — i

T \‘5 - ﬁm;”“””" — — A e T T
N e A
N e Q:fi_’r’(’ddml, ESP)O“C‘Q _

T C’____— T Blac‘(red D@ﬂfz_ T Tb\”\
B - oar R’é Rex; Sr:‘-af*'"" ,H*’ TR "“%’r:;:\'_—:l' -
i f&,u__*_______,_ o | it |
,j l } '
I SO R P(uicr\ ct-.;],,,, T _? ‘ o
o L T B — ‘
J— - I_i_j PV —— —_ - “ *ﬁrﬂ_ﬁrig,é - A,,UL‘_____,_‘,_,___ \,
L I )\ = -1 >IN
L—'\-——‘r 1 e et L
= f T i
A [ o
n _ . e R / TN ‘ ______ e
S R A»--‘———(——-—--—1w:x—muceal—\a\{\—&m’\‘e‘amce_
I _f,;;,:”*c &M\f’ “’t‘l;f‘:t‘_x et~ =t
- 0"1 fcdme\ L Q““ ‘5\‘*'3‘ &c\ws
\Bbns e Charh et @ oo
2 V‘QW—‘;%%"&V\;@HMm ————
}f ‘P%‘\-étﬂ—'f"\f*r———— —




Bear Tavern
/-22%-93

Gable Joyat

% Rofter
Deta L‘\
NORTH
TROUSS
Ort'am(& section “
/Qa‘le{ﬂ.r\ eF

3 /(\ h
\ L Friset plare
S 3 to 2 78

A

1naccess) bie

<« &
& X
i

& =<

Next 48 Seuln &o
ble Trus
ﬂdd\"('taf\) e

*": z{:d treactvgnt-
ad  offser ‘f\r‘umdo\ﬁ'j




‘ 55HR TRVERN

Neotes on 2nd Floor Ceil
3 Raf\‘e\sj ke,

Ga ble, Stinels
/-22—-93

oldes ~

e‘k(& ’.*I\\T
ladhn

@ Bt G=¢
wf peyeled
ends & d/5 g s

JolsT
SPRC | e

Z<—

0 seds e

W white L::ii'\%{‘ot K

tate

trdsw/ dfe nail

Jotst

“nanbed 'h’do‘{é'!- u.‘ Mé/hﬂh fail<

Hr m‘de at-éf'
M hih g ‘Ja/w
~ - i) [ ,
3"‘ [ l(‘l- h € hveng K—. 2K /a"'—?\
Crebvint Jossts op
‘—fL ”-‘_Pég‘___‘_hgjé’/w.n,_,«ﬂ‘“"l Hb/h—*‘:-—@/@ - [
T i e S U | f\andsii';-ﬂ?,afqgm
e T B N G Wy Jersts | s)s o
R 2
. S ”'d‘f{d—'{‘ hotehed ¥y & inn.rfg
T et -—pfE TR (4 Ceof ol hales)
¥ 1z Cenfng
I 12l st
| = o S :
::&M“:m M, Gable fo1sr~
\L L U 11 mertZed Fay
e S 2 Sttty stwds en,
— _..:-ﬂ—“‘-"—'z\u‘s- S u ag.f//zm Jo e ‘
2030 Celon bl mprHes
— ___F_Bk ' as Prifsd)ﬂ"’f-/
- . recu%)
23/ a%{" raffer pair Nosg
Pomts o "\'r\ d\e&mnf'
255"  hand
v ,
% 35&-1"/,_, ”g " 3
i A N o
{ % #aa»dj —_—— 32'. Ry —T%\"\ o §b ';U'l
e 23 o
T . . A <
+o Svpp f ———. 35 2 ¢ )
C&:/ln‘? {ath N 3(/ \__.g - g‘ %[\
3 = w» & o
=== 3 A
Votd | noy T8¢ S_%
OtC’ w\&d@pn = -cn.:“—‘%
—— — g




=<

frnsh coat
Plasien oy
Prvcle

ho%al;g_

P EESTAN
Came Yo
bo H—aw\‘
rafins

Bé&" muér‘&u -
2- /0~ 43 Gews-+ PRH

ﬁ/’f‘ﬁ’l@i [Ud‘ﬁﬁ:s ff"? H#[Q
— fmé\ '\"LEGY\ f)‘mr\a\e_. \a,*‘{\\ {%

’Q\"m v SaWn 'QWL!... Puo(‘ze:'b
5

’7

/]
{ rg
Chmqﬁe&

e S e 1 ekt i i LA
e et AR A S Ly

e
B I S s
A e
M“ T
et T
A o e okl
S

et Y

Attt
g

1'% o' "

PMYLJ ';"Ilofb

e
P

— SHCC} vafeA noetenes w[ Bowlie ‘5‘{’V*WC}§ ha LS

SAqwon

Sesg.
-\C Q'P'bhcﬂ'



Depr TRUERS,
Z.ND FlLoo.
. ORISINAL- BECTION

ch,d(:h fJ Stone 2 (o=

Lecation of 000/o¢ Cavette melding <

—<—

C

mné . |
‘ Ch' nﬂ‘ Stam Removed

e e — e

- J

Ty
[/—“ Fa 5;'82 /Mm#s f,; qﬁq&&éoqnd )

|
5 hed N
Cha’ﬂi&?f ' ( \[ {
i T 4 i




Bear Tavern,

Phase 7 Fitehen / -~ umaé ﬁwhu

Bloctred
Fireplice

Stain c’/M“‘i“’@mwc":{ w/
d’mb/e.-'sf-mc./z na’ls

{ stain fo celfas has

bazre rebu i~ wf
m/g_) m//w%d(?d na

Ls)

-z
4

T

=

WeB- 9 —H— HT-g—H

st e
-

-
=
&
l«:
1l
\" E Joints Ih
. baseboard ¢ %
, : Cracks &
. Fla gty

mcheate dﬁo!‘

s

Ce t /fn'f b

(3] iy

G6-28 rondam
beaded boads

-z
!

1y

&

ng

O\mea‘u/ c:’a/géa%{ (o
(émcé "‘99”:7 bcémc':/
o~ /D/“?szjcd/ N




Bear Tavern.

Corner Oc;p boand

Quiwh on pane_\ {s

@&e@ ;C\)wrf\’ euta‘ g\

Cep W oardh  Corn 124

: rot)u\c&e.é. ba.c\i_

cast hmg'es

Mgeo — |Blo

1%670’@; g Stene
2-10-93



S <G Lerr TROERN Chilpe

I-2e~43 3453

==
B

. o/
N ! /
rﬁ_-?. — . P——— ot .. 18
~3 ’ ) : i : | i
i‘ u\ /‘ LY up '
'(\CNJ!\ R
i HLU/ o> T donbled /5 oo > 1 \
=1 T ¥
A o
/gt ) 1 P <.‘\ PN Cappocite, |
st SN S /ey
onweetfioned %—L - *‘""'-'5/5 {5-8 1> W
5'”*?) (‘IE ouTs e $:1/1 = om‘s»;:’d- 1Y, J
skt ion il R -
’tp‘r\ar‘%l 5 R e ffh Z wmdow?
e RN 6 8/ 7
{ lu\wjou)? _S
————
- L L
how Finished " face
dom |
C rawl Spo@c

An ol fmiskes il Yecna shed

NP c-}.ejo‘P puses 21 —_



Ay

fﬂv‘k:{ ﬁ

HARD RE}A_

f'il's'f‘mas‘rxigh i3
'.'iﬂer o “,_sa_,mz‘

proceeded‘ ﬁown the nld Rlver:

mﬂes from Trenton, where ihe .

cro=sed over o the Pennlng*fon ’
Rd and follomad it {o Trenton. .
- Another group contends that
Gréenes 1roops left the ‘ofher at
'Bear Tarem and ‘méde a circuit-
by the! Penmnglon or Scmch
7 Road to 'I’renton. t
But Iy any case, all are agreed
at the army marched io, the
- Ttaveln from Washington Cross-
E ing before i:urnmg toward Tren-

ton and one of the most signifi-
P "cant batﬂes of the Revolution. ~
i. " Rocal legend has it that the
i tavern gob its namé from one of
r_ its owners, a cerlain John *Bear”
¥ Hart who was on the premises
BS eaal; 25 1818, @ % ...
Homever, In actuality, it v:as
eady known by ‘that, name’in
1776 When- Washingtons troops
came through. It'was referred {o
as the Bear 'I'a*rem n a dlary

%_; ‘

. 3 Andrew Mershon'
: Was the ﬁrst tavem .keeper

R4, io Birmm“ham, some four’ §

ﬂ:at Chnstmas m"ht in 1:76

] ln 1;61 he applled for a
llcense for'a house *“on . the
River Boad about £ milés from
Trenton. A Unforfunate!y, T a
lack ‘of_histerical records pre-’

I ven{s further .identification of
: the Andrew Mershon who kept

the 1avern. A l:-ei:uon _for-
ljcense in 1588 is in a hand- -

=z wntmg mt! ent frem ihaf of
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fact that A Iater years of his

‘hte Memhon (who died’ about
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. {0 be the same one at “which Wthmgton and his' men arn red on :
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776 ‘?‘é
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'1‘?92) ;_had'.f somebne else " slgn
papers for himi  or that. thel
Anchew Mershon of 1;88 was his
501 ‘or nephew. - -

"In  either. case, the “tavern.
passed’ from- the Mc-xshons “and
In 1800 a hcensn was granted 1o
‘one Jesse Atchlsr for the house
He was there’ nmil about 1813,
when the property

different ~ owa serving- 25" al
st,opplng polnt_fo rarmers who
'v.'ere dngmg 'their aly’

anfmals™Fere T put
while the l‘armers re.sted and rel
f1e5hed th seI

Jarm and
Iinally v.a.s iined. over to the;
' state” ‘a5 part ot_ Waslﬁﬁgi.on
Croasmg Par L otha dechcat!c.n
&remoni& on Jdne: 6, 1996 L
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Sy NJ STATE ARCHIVES, 83.11.66: Intersection of Bear Tavern and ;
SR R L i o Washington Crossing-Pennington Roads. N.D. [c.1930]. Facing SE.

a-r T omm The Bear Tavern farmstead is at the lower left.
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