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By Mare P. Dowdell

Under provisions of an act sponsored
by Senator A. Crozer Reeves, which
passed finally in the Assembly auring
the closing. sessions of lest week, the
Department of Conservation and De-
velopment is authorized to add some
50 acres to_the 350 previously author-
ized to be incorporated in New Jersey's
Washington Crossing Park. At the
same time the snnual appropriations
bill included an item of 812,000 for
the expenses incident to acq g Bear
Tavern and the lands siyrounding it.
Chancellor Walker, acting unofficlaily
for the Siate, holds an option on the
tavern and some 42 acres of land. It
Js expected that shortly after July I,
when the appropriation becomes avail~
able, the deal will be concluded.
Another parcel of about 11 acres is
under negotiations for purchase.

Bear Tavern is one of the most im-
portant iandmarks connected with the
Battle of Trenton. Moreover it is one
of the few rema!mngauthentic Colonial
structure her and B~
tion to good condition a.nd its pres-
ervation as & memeorial to that gallant
incident of the Revolution, the turne
ing point in the long struggle for
indeperdence, is something in which
the whole ration should be Inferested.

Since 1924, when Dr. Carlos E.

'y, director of public records
of New Jersey, took issue with the
late General William §S. Stryker's
account of the marck on Trenton and
fixed Bear Tavern as the poirt where
the Sullivan and Greene divisions
separated instead of at Birmingham
(now Trenton Junction} as had previ-
ously been aceepted, this spot has been
one of the chief points of controversy
among local  histerians, It was a
‘homhshell which Dr. Godfrey exploded
et the March 20, 1924, meetmg of the
Trenton Historical Society. His studies
©of original documents had cleared up
several obscure points in local history,
and his argumeni before the society
was ‘50 well buttressed with docu-
mentary evidence that many of his
hearers awepted his version almost at
once.—

General Stryker’s reputation zs an
accurate and peinstaking histortan
who spent 27 years of his life search-
ing the records end writing and re-
writing his historr of the Battles of
Trenton and Princeton, has served as
a2 Banqguo's ghost to many of the his-
torians and these are reluctant to ad-
mit that the General might have been
wrong.

Staunch Coterie Defends Sizsyker

And6 thus the merry war of words
goes on every time the subject is men-
tioned within the hearings of the per-
tisans. It is too bad thet, for the
sake of peace, General Stryker did not
record in detail his authoritles for his
statement that the trcops marched to
Birmingham where, at the inn, Wash-
ington refreshed himself with break-
fast wkile his men halied briefly for
the same purpose. All the original
doctments with the single exception
©of the memolrs of Major James Wil-
kinson writiez and published 40 years

after the event favor the Godfrey
version. And yet Siryker's reputation

for accuracy is so esteemed that a
staunch coterie stand by his words and
spend their energles looking up means
of proving their accuracy.

On page 139 of Stryker's book he
takes up his story of the march from
McEKonkey’s Ferry, where the lttle
army had all been gathered at be-
tween 3 and £ a. m. of December 26,
1776. Here are his words:

“It was almost ¢ o’clock on Thurs-
day momning when the army was
formed for its marck from the Eight
Mile or McEonkey's Farry tc Trenton;
but at last when the chain of sentries
laced by G 1 St around the
landing place had been called in, the
order - was given to- *“shoulder your
frelocks,” the weary tramp in cold end
zleet commenced, and

“Cur gallant tmops. with bay-
. oneis fix'd
'.l‘o Trenton maxched away.”

“Instructions had been given to the
men to march quietly, keep in good
order in the ranks, give prompt obedi-
ence to their officers, and to bear in
mind the emphatic password, “Victory
or Death.”

“Although still dark, it was feared
that the loyalists in the vicinity wouid
betray them. We have seen that these
fears were well founded, but the offi-

cious Izbors of the Tory farmer were of
no avail

S!!ppa-y Roads Slmred March

“It was 2 cold and cheeﬂess morn~
ing. The ground was still covered with
snow, and at times a2 storm of hail
znnoyed them; the wind was east-
northeasi, and this made the storm
beat, at least during 2 part of the
march, rather more on the backs than
in the faces of the men. The slippery
condition of the road retarded their
progress very much, and the want of
proper clothing made their condition
Ppitisble indeed.

“The army marched in column from
the river to the Bear Tavern, a dis-
tance of about a mile, and then, mov-
ing silently past the quiet farmhouses
and through forests of hickory and
black cak on the River Road, they
came to Birmingham, somewhat more
tkan three miles from the tavern. The
general officers Irequently spoke to
their men, and urged them to retrieve
the disasters on Lonz Island and at
Forts Washington. and Lee, and- the
sorrowful retreat through New Jersey.

“Beicre they reached Birmingham,
Captain John Mott, & gallant officer
who had come from the Northern Army
with Maxwell and St. Clair to recruit
men for tke new establishment of the
New Jersey Continental Line, but wko
had voluntesred to guide ithe troops
on a road on which he himself lived,
being armed with a fusee, and walking
in advance of the line, found that his
priming powder was damp. although
he had covered it with his handker-
ckief. He mentioned the fact to Gen-
eral Suillvap, who, finding that aill tke

Controver

y th Rages Over Part Th_at Old
Landmark Played in America’s History, But

It Is Authentic Revolutionary War Relic
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Upper left—Centre hall of Bear Tavern, where thz paneung shows the plane marks left by the carpenters

when they shaped the boards by hand frem greal pine logs.

as it is today.

Upper cenire—Exterior view of Bear Tavern
Much earejul restoration work will have to be done lo reproduce this landmark in its orig-
inal condition. Upper right—Old tep room showing hospiteble fireplace arnd corner cupboard.
limes the fireplace has beer: closed up to afford a flae for a stove.
with is great fireplace boarded up.

In yecent

Lower leji—Dining room of the tavern .
The cciling is of hand-hewn beams and the doors show the marks of

old-time crajtsmanship. Lower right—Dr. Godfrey’s map showing the rpute of Washington’s march as re-
constructed jrom officicl orders and origiral documents.

tell the General to use the ba
and penetrate int:othcmwn.ror e !
town must be taken and I am re-!

= |

equal, being between four and five
miles, with perhaps z little advantage
for General Sullivan’s division on the

River Rosd.”

Thus it was that General St-vker set
thie stage for the hislorie battle of

solved to take it The spirited and|
emphatic pature of these mstmctionsl
gave new coursge to the troops; they !
fixed their bayonets without an Or—»zumed forces, and, unwittinzly, for a
der, and pressed eagerly on in thelI& senguine but perhaps almost as

st without o | thriliing a batile of historians.
Birmingham, dlsmount- | pgains: this statement cf what hap-
ing from the chestnut sorrel horse’peneq pr. Codfrey has marshallsd the
which ke rode that day, Generzal. following facts:

Washlngton’ stopped for 2 moment, and | pyret, Wasning‘ons Order of March
partook of the hospitality of Benjemin | 15 Trenton which was issu-d after a

Moore, while the column Wwas halted, ’council of War at Gezeral Greene’s
and the men made 2 hasty meal. When ’ beadquariers in Samuel Merrick’s

the order was. given ic march, & 18Tg€ ‘house on the Pennsylvania side of the
number of the soldlers were found river. This specified. 2fter naming the

arms were in more or less the same
condition. called out, “Well, boys we:
mus: fight them with the bayonet® |

“When this mishap was announced |
0 General Washington, he sent 8 sim- :
llar reply by his side-de-camp, Lieu- |

tenant Colonel Samuel B. Webb, “Then !

asleep by the roadside, and it was with ynits which were to form th2 two di-
i Gificulty that they could be aroused. visions thet Greene's. the second di-

“Tne column was then broken into vision, was to lead the march from
two divisions, which marched towards  McKonkey's Ferry and was <c marsh by
Trenton in different directioms. Ma- . the Penningion Road. and thet Sulli-
iJor General Suillven's first divislon, : van's first division was to march by
i the right wing of the army. consisted the River Road.

- ihat even her 1ips had no color, She ; 827 Broderick St., Columbus, Ohilo,

Winkiler Pliane Co.
Pianos, Player Pianos, Grand Pianos at Reasonable Prices

and Reasonable Terms

You can buy on monthly installments. You can pay a smali
amount down, and smzll monthly payments.

Lerge stock to select from—we have Tsed Planos all thoroughly
rebullt and polished. You cen save money by calling on us.

WINKLER PIANO CO.
241 East Front Street, Trenton, N. J.
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MRS. CORDLE'S DAUGHTER
LIKE A DIFFERENT GIR

Since Taking Lydla  E. Pinkham’s Vegetable

Compound

couidn’t hold ont to do any work
to amount to anything. I gave her
the Vegetable Compound and now
at 13 years of age she is like a dif-
ferent girl. We are willing for you
to use these facts for a testimonial
ag we cannot praise the Vegetabls
Compound too much. We will con-
tinune to take it and tell of its won-
derful value."—Mzgs, G. H. CoroLrz,
833 Hazel Street, Mzacon, Georsgia.

Will Answer Letters

*1 ami & young mother, eighteen
years of age. From early girinood
I guered terriblr because of a run-
down condition. My mothker adviced
me to take Lydia E. Pinkham’s
Vegetable Compound to see if it
wonid help me, as she was worried.
I did, and now I feel fine, Afier
suffering for five years like I did
and then taking nothing but ike
Vegetable Compound, you may be
surd I am recommending it to
others. I am willing for you to use
enything I say as a testimonial and
I will answer letters from any
woman wanting to know ahout the
medicine.—Mgrs. Dewey Moore,

& 77
PAUGHTER OF MRS, G, H, CORDLE
833 Hazel St., Macen, Georgla
Macon, Ga.—"T am taking Lydia
E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound
and feel much relieved and I am
giving it to my daugnter, too. At
twelve years of age she was so p2le

R Planos Repaired !

t. Clair, Colome! Gover and Colonel
Sa.gen t. with the batieries of Cap-
tains Nell, Hugg. Moculder and Sa,.-
gent. Thls force weni by the lower or
River Road. Major Geanerel! Greene's
second dirision. the left wing of the
army., consisted of the brigades of
Brigadier Geﬂe-zl Stephen. Mercer. !
Lord Stirllng 2nd de Fermoy, with
Captain Morris’ Phiiadelphia troon of
light hoise. and the batter'es of Cap-

Gerneral Washington accompanied this
division, which took the Sootch Road.

vmaee of Penpington to Trerton.
“The distance rrom Birmingham to:
Trenton dy either route was nearly
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leading into the oid road from the

of the brigacdes of Brigzdier General
. eral outline of

i

tains Forrest. Bauman and Hamilton.

Godfrey's thesis 1s da~ed on s gen-
the roads t-en exisi-
ing. He sald. rega-ding this point.
“The moad in New Jersey which led
from the (McEonk ¥'s) ferry was
known 2s the Penrin~vion Poad. and
ran east of northk; and one and & quar-
ter miies from the river it cr ssed the
i Piver Prad 2t Bear Ta=ern. e~%1% miles
from Trenton: t~wo milles further #
cTossed the Scotch Poad se o5  miles
from Trenten: and one and a guar‘er
Tniles still fur‘her it met the dlrect
road from Trenton sbout seven miles

: from Trenton.

b
i

‘source,

“From the Bear Tavern. on the Rives
Road to Birmingham the distance is
;three and a helf miles. From Birm-
ingham across $0 the Scotch Road the
Gistance is about a mile: from this
point to iis junction with the Pen-
nington Road fs two &nd a quarter
mliﬁ: and from thernce to Trenton cne
mile.

exist.

‘“When the Continental troops reach-
ed Bear Tavern on the Pennlnt’wn
Road it is generally belleved. and es-
peclally by those who reside within the
vicinity of Trenton. that both divi-
eions of the army were then wheeled
to the right Jnto the River Rosd and
lsd dowmn that way by Washington to

the village of Birmingham; when he,!.

with Greene's division., crossed over
fromm this point to tne Scotch Road.
while the rear division wita Sullivan
continued down the River Road to at-
tack the enemv at Trenton.

“In tracing this version of the march

o0f the troops {rom Bear Tavern to its;
first emanated :

&nd that ¢
from the pen of James Wilkinson when
he pubiished his memoirs in 1816. Of
course Mujor Wiikinson was a staff of-
ficer in Sullivan's division and accom-
panted its march down the River Road
In 1776: but his statement was written
Zorty years after its occurrence and et
a time, says Dr. Ernest C. Richardson
of Princeten University. when his
memory of events was ‘not aiways
trustworthy.' However, Wilkinson’s ac-
count was subseguentiv incorporated
in the nistories of Barker and Howe,
George Bancrofi, Charies C. Haven,
Colonel! Henry B. Carrington, and Gen-
eral Willlam 3. Stryker.

“As 2 matter of fact General Wash-
ington never led Greene’s division down
the River Road to Birmingham. My
fundamental authority for this asser-
tion comes from Washington, himseif.
In the order of march to Trenton he
directs that Sulilvan's division should
proceed to Trerton from McKonkey's
Ferry on the River Road and Greere's
division by way of Pennington Road.
On December 27, 1776, General Wash-
ington wrote to the President of Con-
gress znd told him, among Other
things, that one divisfor ¢ his troops
marched to Trenton by the Lower or
River Road and the other by the TUpper
or Pennington Road.

“TLis statement of Washington s
verified by a daily diary pubdlished in

We must recollect. however, that '
the present River Road did not then!

1 Stryker’s *Battles of Trenton and‘
i Princeton”™ at page 360, entitled a
; “Diary of an Officer on Washington's
; : Staff.” I have recently ascertained that
this dlary was kept by Captain Thomas
Forrest, who commanded & battery” of
artillery attached to the advance corps
of Greene's Diviston. In it for December
.25, 1796, at six o'clock in the evening,
is recorded: ‘Both divisions are t© go
from the ferry to Bear Tavern, two

?avdhyvilh

which was published March 18. 1843, m? was cousidered to be exorbitant, and

miles. They will separate there; Wash-
ington will accompany Greene's Divi-
sicn with a part of the artillery down,
‘the Pennington Road: Sulllvan and the
rest of the artillery will take the River |
Road."” On the following day 2t noon;
the diary further recites; ‘The two divi- |
sions divided at Bear Tzvern.'”

Godirey further clies statements or}
Lord Stirling end Robert Morris that
the two divisions separated immediate-'
Iy after they began their march from '
the ferry. He then taxes up the ques-
tlon of what was meant by ‘Fenning-
tonn Road™ and concludes that it un-
doubtedly referred 0 the road leading
from the ferry to Pennington. down
wialch both dlivisions marched at least
a5 far as Bear Tavern. He then refers.
to Faden's Military Map of the cam-|
paign which was published in London'’
in 1777, only three and a half months:
after the event. which plainly showed
the separation as taking place at Bear
Tavern. Winding up ms argument .
Gudfrey says: {

“As I have remarked. the distance:
from Bear Tavern by a circult cf the
Pennington and Scoich Roads was only
a mille longer than that between the
same points on the River Road; besides, i
the former route wa3 comparativeiy

-Xevel in comparison with the tortuous

River Road In the deep ravine at
,Jacobs Creek. and by reason of these
; natural conditions troops couid make
jthe circuir referred to !n sufficlent
ilme to enable both columns to
descend the parallel highways abreast
shortly after Greene's divislon had en-;
tered upon ithe Scotch Road.

‘Therefore, in compliance with

the
order of march, when the head of the|
colump came from McKomkey's F’erryi
to Bear Tavern, General Wasnlngton. |
with Greene's Divisicn, continued out:
2loag the highway %o Peanington and
made a circuit o Trenton by the:
tct Road: a2nd when rear divis-
fon. urder Gexnerz! Sullivan, came up
o the tavern, !t immeciately turnedq,
vo the right and passed dowx the
River Road.” }
Naturally, Dr. Goafrey’s vession of
this tale has come under severe fre.
John J. Cleary, presiden® of the Tren- .
ton Historicai Soclety. beiletes nhe can .
present sufficient e-.aence in favor of
the Stryker version 0 make the gques- |
tlon of dlvmon at Bear Tavern or Bir-
mingham a2n open one. He cites Stry-:
Ker's meticuious scholarship and the
27 years of rainstaking researck which ,
went into the preparation of his book. !
He points out that zll the documents
used by Godfrey were familiar to Stry- |
ker as weli. Testimony that Stryker’s
work in general es a hislorlan was:
! extremely accurate has heen given by
: Dr. Wililam Starr Mgyers, of Princeton
i University, who edited and checked up

Stryker's posthumus volume on the
Battle of Monmouth. leary enters:
the Seld of cdeduction when he rea-:

sons that since V‘asningtons march- ;
‘ng order was written near Newtown
before he hal traversed the section of :
New Jersey about McKonkey's Ferry, it
might have been changed &5 the|
march began. g

‘“Might not the local guides have!
wld Washington when he reached the!
ferry that he could divide his troops .
i just as well at Birmingham, with the;
! edvantage that they would continue as;
a united force several milles further:
into the enemy’s country?” is one o!‘
his queries. :

Anotner point adverse to Godirey;
goes back to the account of the march

Jof it.
: ;manded 820,000 for it,

the State Gazette by the Rev. Ell F.
Cooley, for many years pastor of Ewing
Presbyterian Church,
have been a landmark for Greere's di-
vision had it foliowed the route Dr.
Godfrey defends. 1

None of Parish Recalled Troops |

Cooley was a caretul genealogist and :
historlan. He spent much of his spare
time questioning cider members of his
parish who could recall events taking
piace here in 1776 and vet does not dif-
: fer from the Wilkinson account fol-
Jowed by Stryker. which declared that

“Certainly, if Washingtcn had passed
Ewing Church some member of the
! partsin living rearby would have toid
Dr. Cooley about it and he would have
been the first to claim that honor for
his church,” sald Mr. Cleary That ke
did not do this. Mr. Cleary believes to
be ome of the best evidences available
today that the Wilkinson version was
correct. R

. On the other hand, Colonel Henry D.
Paxson, president of the Pennsylvania -
Historical Society, himself a student of

the Trenton campaigu. has accepted the '

Godfrey verslon as correct and included
his map in a recent pamyghlet potinting
out landmarks on 2 trip frcm Philadei-
phla to Washington Crossing Park.

In any case, and whatever be the
final fudgment of historlans, if such
is posslible. Bear Tavern served as an
important landmark for Washington's
army. It Is possible that the host of
1is tavern supplied the Patriot Chlef-
tein with his breskiast that fateiul
meming.

When the New Jerzey part of the
Weshington Crossing Parkx was
proposed, 1t was desired to secure the
tavern and its adjacent land s3 a part
Tne then owners. however. de-
a price 'x‘.‘.:c.:

first

Dr. Roth Says—
Think of me when you
need teeth extracted.

My method i3 the most satis-
factory and is sure to please jou.

X-r2y examination fer finding
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False Teeth
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our improved method.
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which would !

! the troops divided at Birmingham. %dkn,

the proposal was dropped.
Roadway Belng lmproved

Since then, the escate which the
tract comprised has been ordered sold

by the coucts to satlsfy certain claims ’
and it was purchased by John Boscarell, ; §

Sr., who Is turning it over to the State
lat approximately the cost 10 him.
The Washington Crossing-Pennington
Foad Is being widened and straightened
the county and Is being paved with
ooncrete. The right 0f way has been
33 feet and Is now 60 feet. During

:the widering process it is intended,

according to Freeholder Willlam S. Bor-
to swing the road away from the
Gld tavern to give it a better setting.
Whnen funds are made avallable the
tavern ftself will be renovated and re-
stored to as nearly its original con-
diticn as possible. Shrubbery planting
around it will further enhance 1its ap-
pearance.

In all probabiiity one of the patriotic
socleties w1l take over the malnte-
nance of the tavern as a monument
.o Washington's heroic undertaking. It
‘has been suggested that the Sons of
the American Revoluifon might =ap-
propriately be the body to do this.

As for the Iand _surrounding the

tavern, this will be developed as a part
of the Memorial Park, which is gradue
ally taking form under the manage-
ment of the Department of Conservation
and Development. Eventually it is
proposed to rebulld the old Ferry Road
which Is west of the present road and
winds through a valley to the Bear
Tevern.  Additional property to the
west of the present park, making in
all the 400 acres proposed. will have
to be acquired before this plan can be
carried through.

May Extend Sullfvan Way

A few more years will prcbably see
Sullivan Way which is now a county
road only to a point about half way
beiween Trenton Junction and Jacob's
Creek, taken over as a county road
8s far as Bear Tavern. The portion
the county now controls is to be re-
constructed with & concrete pavement
shortly in order especlally to serve the
Mercer Afrport.

One contemplated event, which, if
carried through, may bring about early
county control of this kistoric
thoroughfare, would be the re-locatios,
of the Trenton Couynitry Clubon a tracty,
bordering the westerly side of Jacob's
Creek and occupying some 350 acres
between the River Road and Sullivan
Way. This property pow owned by
Lewis H. Lawton. George Maguire and
the Maddock interests as represented
by Herbert Backes, is under option to
the ciub, angd. while only one of sev-
eral sites under consideration, seems
70 be the most desirsble. It will only
be a few years until the present site
of the club will be too desirable as a
real estate development to continue as
a club proj

Geor"g gartgen Eyck, local theatre
man, is developing a model estate be-
vond Jacob’s Creek, and the drift of
this kind of progress indicaies that

property owners soon will insist that
the townships give up their control of
the road to the county. Lifting of the
burden of other roads from the county
by the State Highway Department will
permit Sullivan Way to become & pars
of the county’s excellent 3yster.

Jones Break-Up ]

For Over 30 Years Has Done tne Trick.

seistic
pains, quickly. Ask yo drmlst or
country store—SI.23 per bnu!e. 1t they

cannot supplr will send by parcel post
on receipt of price.
JO\E< BRF_AK-UP INC.
ew Egypt, N. J.

We remove, trim
and cut down trees
August Biondi

830 Roebling Ave.
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Business Hours—Open 8:30, Close at 6 Daily
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- Patronize Your Porch
This Coming Summer

The
heuse,
ctous, nas someiZing 0 glve F0U
you wil just !
Shade and breezs it has w ofer; & !
pieasant Tiew, t00, =0 doubt. f
bring comiort, beiler heal 'h sr.d peace |

of mind 0 every member of the
family.

Good trings ¢ will give, k2l
porch of yaxm. in return for a litle :
tzought for its equipment. Spend a
1ittle moner on it ikls year. Give |

it a good-m..med-.ook.ng awniag, 8 .
rost of joily cushions.
you can afford.

po:-c’:, all Summer long—in the deep-

est content.

Order now, before the busy
season, and enjoy your

Call 8101
Ask for Awnings and Slip Covers
. Estimates Gladly Given

porci: that iz part of yow
whether 1X iz iiny or capa-
o

give IT so::.etblng. H

These

all the cozles |
Then patronize your

Awnings
Slip Covers

g—ﬁa;des

[———— ]

porch.




