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NEW YORK — 'l‘ms was base-
- ball in its worst element. .

necessari]y refer to that accom-
‘plished by George Steinbrenner
and Gabe Paul yesterday, “Base™
means low-down, dirty, impure.

It is not sufficient.to pass off the
callous dismissal of Bill Virdon as
“manager of the New York Yankees
and the hiring of Billy Martin to
replace him with the casual obser-
vation, “Oh well, just another
example of the hamrd of the
“profession.”

The decision -to dump erdon
represents cynicism running ram-
pant. It is rotten to the core.

Could.a-man have done a better
job than Virdon?

the cmunstances under which he

distant second, maybe third or
- fourth choice - behind * the
Steinbrenner-Paul infatuation with
Dick Williams and the clumsy cha-
. rade mvolvmg him, Virdon re-

smlatmn.

A quiet, lovu proﬁle man of
_ considérable leadership quality,
Virdon quickly let the Yarkees
know who was boss by putting

.- multi-player trade with Cleveland
'} In early *74 and courageously mov-
ing Bobby Murcer from center to
nght fleld.

e Geis]obdone

: Then, perhaps to the surprise of
-Pail, Virdon had the Yankees in
* contention for their first champion-
ship in 10 years until the next-to-
last day of the 1974 season. Virdon
was American League manager—of-
-the-year in my book, Then:Paul

- dealt Murcer for Bobby Bonds and
~,.virtually told Virdon he was ex-
“'pected to win a division title or

- else. What Paul failed to do was
provide his manager with any sem-

. blance-of a major league ‘second
base-shortstop combination without

win.

Perhaps the glamorous natl'xré of
Paul’s moves blinded many of us.
1 picked the Yanks to win every-
thing this year. lwaswmng, but 1
am ‘firmly convinced the Yanks’
collapse may not be attributed to
Virdon’s managerial inadequacies.

The  Yankees are bitter disap-
. pointments because of brutal in-
juries — pnmanly ‘those to Elliott
" Maddox, Bonds and Ren
Blomberg. Bonds’ bad vear and
. the sub-par pitching of people like
Doc Medich, Pat Dobson and
Sparky Lyle. Dobson must feel fine

-~ today, reflecting on his intemper-
ate blast at Virdon in which he
tried 10 cop out for his own poor
performances by blaming his man-
ager.

“Bonds has been erratic all year,
and his (Maddox) injuries hurt us
badly,” said Medich, never less
than honest. “Sparky and I are
having terrible years. I don’t see
how you can blame Bill Virdon for
our shortcomings.”

Fatal double loss

Virdon lost his job last Sunday
‘during that crushing, 1-0 loss
Hunter suffered to Boston in the

N. Y. Times Service = .

NEW YORK — In hiring Billy
Martin as their manager, the New
York Yankees are aitempting to
rehabilitate a three-time loser. a
prodigal- son on parole. But before
he was discharged by the Texas
Rangers, ‘the Detroit Tigers and
the Minnesota Twins for a variety
of Turbulent transgressions, Billy
Martin was a three-time winner.
That’s all the Yankee owners are
thinking about now. They’ll worry
about the problems later.

“We’'ve chosen Billy Martin,”
says Gabe Paul, the Yankees’
president, “‘because of the excite-’
ment he will bring coupled with
the Yankee tradition.” It also
would have been exciting for Chase
Manhattan to have hired Willie

The “base” in baseball dm’t :

It’s easy to forget, but think of.
appeared on the Yankee sceme. A

stored ~ balance to a chaotlc R

down clubhouse umrest over Paul’s
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'DAVE ANDERSON

Prodigal SO on parole

- bank. He was everywhere else.

- been available,” Paul explained

Bllly Martm——
nus- saipT

Baseball at its worst

first game of the double debacIe
The specific incident which cooked
Virdon’s goose was his failure to
pinch-hit for Fred Stanley in the
fifth inning with the bases full and
nobody . out. The Yanks failed to
score, then Virdon hit for Stanley
in the seventh inning and Stanley’s
. reéplacement, Jim Mason, blew the
biggest game of - the year with a’
ninth inning errer. .
-While this was going en, Stein-
brenner, the new-breed emotional,
fan-type owner who really would
like to manage the' clhib himself,

sat in the Yankee box, diréctly be- |

side the New York dugout. He
leaned over to scream-at Virdon
during much of the ball game. The
owner’s tirade continued- after the
doubleheader, made more valid in '
Steinbrenner’s mind with the help
of liquid hibatien. -

“T'm afraid Bill Virdon lost his
job today,” -a man close to the 7]

" Yankees” and ‘American League
scene said solemnly later that
night.

" Paul got up at the 9:30 press con-
ference vesterday -morning and

“said -he began thinking of® Martin
"as his manager the day Billy was-
fired by the Texas Rangers.

“We’re: not blaming Virdon ' for
anything,” the Yankee president
insisted, while - intelligent observ-
ers rolled their eyos “net a

Hone‘stly,_cos'ts job -~

Whatever eise he might be, Vir-
don is one of the straightest shoot-
ers baseball ever has known. He
never lies, - coms; insults
intelligence nor blames others for
‘his own-mistakes. For this he has -
lost his job.

Martin said he wanted to bury
the hatchet. To his credit, Maddox
indicated to reporters “Let’s wan
and see.”

Before ‘midnight Friday, Virdon
still didn’t know where he stood.
Both news wire services reported
him out of a job, replaced by Mar-
tin, but "Panl was . going around,
saying, “No comment.” .Virdon
went out all class, as-he had been
since the first day he arrived.

Martin capable

Billy Martin undoubtedly- has
outstanding managerial capacity.
He is fiery, brash, egotistical,-
dynamic and pugnacious. He also
must have everything his own way.
4t’s his show all the way, or else.

_Steinbrenner’s attraction for the
new man may Stem from his de-
sire to have a manager who is the
owner’s buddy-buddy drinking pat
and off-the-field companion with
whom he ray talk inside baseball.
The combination bears watching.

“It’s a thrill coming home,”” said
Martin, the bulldog second base-
man of Casey Stengel’s great Yan-
Kkee teams in the early "30s.

Paul was asked if it- weren’t
gross to fire Virdon on Old-timers’
Day, usually a happy, festive occa-
sion.

““We had to de it now because of
availability,” Paul answered

How does that great Stephen
Sondheim Broadway show tune go?
“Bring on the clowns, there ought
to be clowns. Don’t bother, thev’re
here.”

Sutton as a bank guard, at Jeast
until he robbed the bank Sooner
or later, Billy Martin will rob the

Until then, like Willie Sutton as
a bank guard, Bill Martin will be a
manager t0 watch, and a manager
to be watched.

The shame of Martin’s arrival is
Bill Virdon’s departure. Virdon is
a good manager, a good man. If
the Mets become disenchanted
with Yeogi Berra as their manager,
Bill Virdon would be an ideal
successor in the Met image —
calm, patient, honest.

“But if Billy Martin had mnet

(Continuned on Page 3, Col. 6)

Yanhee third baseman Craxg l\'ettles puts zhe tag on Cleveland’s Rick Manning te thwart a
steal attempt m fourth inning.

-

Yankees give Martln
5-3 victory in debut

ByBUSSAlD_T

~ Staff Writer
NEW YORK — Under the -deposed
Yankee regime of Bill' Virdon,
Sparky Live, once known -as the

Count because of the royal marnner in _

which he saved countless gaines as'a
premier relief pitcher, had become a
peasant. Virdon had lost falth in
Sparky. .

The pew Yankee manager, Billy

' Martin, couldn’t believe Sparky Llye

had gone back so far.
The ~ first - time the opportumty
.argse In his debut as skipper. of -the -

| . club for which he used to fight and -

win, Martin went right to Llye even
though the Cleveland Indians already
had taken a 3-0 lead in the sixth in-
ning on Boog Powell’s three-run
homeér off Pat Dobson. -

Sparky responded with three and a
third -innings of scoreless, if not quite
superb, ball, the Yanks banggd
around Frank Robinson’s own reliev-
ers for three runs in the eighth and
made off. with a 3-3 victory over the
Indians before 43,968 oldtimers’ day

“I thought Sparky leoked awful
good,” said Martin, sorting through
a pile of congratulatory telegrams.
*T think ke has to pitch a lot more to
be successful. Today's game might
“have gotten him over the hump.”

Felt cemfertable’ .

While not criticizing Virdon in any
way, Lyle obviously felt more com-
fortable with 2 new man calling the

shots around the disappointing Yan- -

kees. .

“Maybe it looked like I was work-
ing enough by my number of
appearances,” he said, “‘but I need
appearances in a row to get things
all together. I'd like to pitch three or
four days in a row. I hope Billy can
use me Sunday and Monday. If
there’s one thing I domn’t need, it’s
days off after I get the feel of things
with my pitches.

“We went with my fastball more in
this game, not as much slider. You
know the story all year — one good
slider and three bad ones.

“It’s: pessible everybody put out
just a little more today. They all
want to get off on the right foot with
a new manager. Billy is a different

CLEVELAND - NEW YORK
obrhbi obr nbi
Lownstin ¥ 2000 T 2000
¥ Robinsn oh 1 0 0 0 Piniella gh 5020
i o 2130 Rwhite ¥ 2223
Hendrick ¥ 4120 Munson [ 31290
Powell b 24113 GNetties b 4011
Gombie ¢h 3000 Brokmn 3% 0090
BBell 3 40 20 Chambliis 4231
Brohomr 2b° 200 0 Bladt 2000
Carty 1010 Herrmon oh 1011
or 0 0 0 0 Coggins c 0000
JElis ¢ 4010 Alomar » 4011
v ss 4090 FStonley ss 3000
Peter: 8 0 0 0 PDobson o 000D
Bibby o 9000 Lvle o 2000
LoRoche 0000
J8rown p 0O0O0GC
Totot 353103 Total 3355125
992 @3x: g
New York o
E—Alomecr. OB— leveland 7. N
York 9. 2B—Piniella,  Chombliss. 3B—
B.Beil. HR—PMII (7. R.White 9.
—Mann
SB—Manning. P H RERBB SO
EEREEE
Bl L4} -3 4
e Biii48
& -3 0 0
J‘B 5237 3 3 1 3
Lvle (W.3-5) 3133 0 6 1 3
T—2:46. A-—43.968.

type all right.- For one thing, he talks

all during the game, telling the guys
on the bench what he’s doing and
why.”

Dobson and former Yankee Fritz
Peterson had a dual shutout going
through five innings, then the In-
- ditans struck quickly for three with
‘two out. Rick Manning, who had
three hits for the losers, outran a
bouncer to Sandy Alomar at second.

Post 313

George Hendrick ripped a single up
the middle and Powell slammed
Dobson’s first pitch over the wall in
right center for his 17th homer to
give the Tribe its three-spot.
Yanks respend :

The Yanks bounced back -with a
pair in their half of the sixth, Roy
White leading off with a di_sputed.

(Centinued en I;age 3,Cel. )
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Legwn series

By DON WILNO
. Staff Writer

BROOKLAWN — Two suicide
squeeze. attempts, one of which failed
fundamentally, biit still ‘brought’
home a run, led t0 a two-run eighth
inning, spapping a_ 33 tie to send
Hamilton Post 313 to a 935 victory
over Brooklawn Post 72 here vester-
day "in the second game of the
American Legion District 4 semi-
final series:

Hamilton PAL’s come-from-behind
triumph leaves the Dbest-of-three
'series tied at ome game each. The
deciding game ‘will be played here
today at four p.m.

The winner will meet Sayreville
Post 211, the Middlesex County
reprsentanve, tomorrow at four
p-m. at Sayreville High School in the
opening game of the best-of-three
District 4 championship. Sayreville
is 17-7-1 and won the ‘B’ Division in
Middlesex.

Chris Barlow, playing in his last
game of the season for Post 313,
opened the eighth with a bad hop sin-
gle tothird baseman Dan Poleiro. He
moved around to third after Bob
Lloyd’s sacrifice bunt was thrown
wildly to first by pitcher Bill Sword.
Ken Sobolewski tried the first suicide
squeeze attempt onlv to miss the
ball. Barlow, caught between third
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Dog show may have to move

By J. STRYEER MEYER
Staff Writer

-HARTS CORNER — The Trenton
Kennel Club may have to find anoth-
- er Jocation to hold its ratiepdHy
known Trenton Dog Show next year.

Hopewell Township officials fear a
monumental traffic jam created by

4

)
e %

1,

25,000 daily bicentenuial visitors and
more than 15,000 whe attend the TKC
event at the Washingior Crossing
State Park. The dog show is usually
held the first Sunday in May. In
addition to the traffic problems,

- there is other Hopewell Township op-

position to the one-day TKC event.

e
¥

Hopewell Township Committeeman
Christopher F. Bannister said yester-
day he would “‘urge the Trenton Ken-
nel to look for other facilities”” for
1976.

He said that while the township
committee was pleased to have the
show in past years, the anticipated

RS

_ traffic congestion in 1976, the bicen-

tennial year, would be impossible for
the township to handle.

Bannister wouldn’t be opposed to
the TKC returning to Hopewell Town-
ship after next year.

While there was no official com-

(Centinwed cn Page 4, Col. §)

and home retreated to the bag.
Catcher Ted Frangos threw over
Poleiro’s head at third allowing the
game-winning run to score.

After Vince Costa was hit on the
left hand by Scott Patterson, the

fourth Brooklawn pitcher, Jeff Plun-

kett executed a suicide squeeze per-
fectly as Lioyd came home with a
critical insurance tally.

“We didn’t go out'and beat them,”

Phillies
crushed

by Expos

MONTREAL — Pinch-hitter Nate
Colbert golfed a Tom Underwood
pitch at the knees over the center-
field fence with two runners on and
one out in the bottom of the ninth in-
ning to give the Montreal Expos and
stunning 4-3 victory over the Phila-
delphia Philties last night at Jarry
Park. .

Colbert, who was hitting for Tony
Scott, slamnmed the left hander’s
fastball some 440 feet to spoil
thoughts the Phillies had of gaining
ground -on the Pittsburgh Pirates
who had lost earlier in the day to the.
Mets, 6-0." The Phillies remain four
games behind the division leaders,
and the Mets are six out now.

Underwood (11-8) was sailing along
with a five-hitter and 3-1 lead and got
the first batter of the ninth before
giving up singles to Tim Foli and
Barry Foote. Foli’s single to center
came after Underwood had retired 12
straight Expos.

Ozark stayed with hurler

Manager Danny Ozark had reliever
Gene Garber warming up in .the
Philadelphia bulipen, but elected to
have his young lefty throw to Colbert
-rather then bring in a right hander
and force Montreal manager Gene
Mauch to go to his left handed pinch
hitters. The homer was Colbert’s sec-
ond since Montreal acqmred lnm
from Detroit.

National League home run leader
Greg Luzinski smashed a two-rum
homer in the fourth inning to help
Philadelphia take a 3-1 lead into the
ninth_

Lazinski hits Ne. 27

The tape-measure blast, Luzinski’s
Zith of the season, was the first hit
off Montreal starter Steve Renko and
came after the right hander had
walked Garry Maddox or a 3-2 pitch
to lead off the inning.

‘The Phillies threatened again two
innings later when Luzinski tripled
to open the sixth and Dick Allen fol-
lowed with a walk and a stolen base.
But Renko managed to pitch out of |
the jam. R

What appeared to be the insurance
run came in the top of the eighth
when Jay Johnstone doubled and
came around en Larry Parrish’s in-
field error. :

The Expos grabbed a 1-0 lead in
the third inning when Jose Morales
singled thh one out and raced home
on Bob Bajley’s double to the left
field corner. Bailey advanced to third
on a wild pitch, but was left stranded
when Larry Parrish grounded to

N - S i fli a
i i Hamilton ager Chuck hort and Foli flied to center.
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Major League Baseball
National League American League
Resulfs Resuits
New York 6, Pittsburgh 0 New York 5, Clevelond 3
San Francisco 8, Houston 7 Minnesota 4, Chicago 1
St. Louis 4, Chicago.0 Minnesota 8, Chicago 3
Monireal 4, Philadelphio 3 Boston 7, Detroit 2
Cincinngti at Los Angeles, N Batltimore 6, Milwaukee 1
Atianta ot San Diego, N Ookiond 6, Kansas City S
Standing of Teams Californio at Texas, N
EAST Stonding of Teams
W ¢ Pct. GB EAST
Pitisburgh 63 43 594 — W L Pct. GB
Phitadelphia 60 48 556 Boston 6 42 607 —
New York 5% 48 .58 6 Baltimore 55 49 529 gk
St. Louis 54 52 .59 9 New York s4 51 514 11
Chicago 9 59 458 15 Milwaukee 52 56 .481 3%
Montreal 44 59 427 17 Clevelond 4 57 447 17
WEST Detroit % 61 430 19
W L Pct GB WEST
Cincinnati 69 38 645 — W L Pct. GB
Los Angeles 56 52 .519 13 Odckiond 67 39 632 —
Son Froncisco 54 53 .505 15 Kansas City 57 49 .538 10
San Diego 51 56 477 18 Chicago 51 54 486 150
Atianta 46 60 43¢ 0%  Texas 49 57 462 18
Houston 38 72 345 3%  Californic 47 60 439 20
Today's games, pitchers Minnesoto 47 61 453 2

Philadeiphia (Cariton 10-8) ot Mon-
trecl (Rogers 8-7), (TV-17), 2:10

New York (Seaver 14-7) and (Webb
33) at Pittsburgh (Ellis 7-7) and
{Candelaric 42}, TTV-9), 1

St. Louis (McGlothen 11-8) and
(Reed 9-9) @t Chicago tDettore 3-3)
and (Burris 8-8)

Houston (Roberts &1 and
(Konieczny 511) at San Froncisco
(Falcone 7-7) and {Bradiey 2-2)

Allanta (Morton 11-12) ot San Diego
(Spiliner 4-8)

Cincinnati (Dorcy 7-5) at Los An-
geles (Messersmith 13-9)

Today's games, pitchers

Geveland (Harrison 4-2) ond (Hood
3-7) at New York (Medich 812) and
(Gura 3-3), (TV-11), }

Chicago (Koot 15-8) and (Jefferson
2-5) ot Minnesota (Albury 56) and
Corbin (57), 2

Mitwaukee (Siagton 10-10) at Balti-
more (Cuelior 10-7)

Detroit (Coleman 813) at Boston
(Cleveland 8-6)

Oakland (Abboft 52) at Konsas
City (Splittortf 3-6)

Colifornic (Ryan 12-11) at Texas
(Hargan 7-6)
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