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Washington re-enactor hangs up wig after 12 years 
The Associated Press 

P H I L A D E L P H I A - When 
J a m e s Ga l l agher looks in t he 
m i r r o r C h r i s t m a s morn ing , 
t h e fa ther of his coun t ry 
s t a r e s hack. 

For the last 12 y e a r s , Gal
lagher h a s donned a George 
Washington cos tume a n d led 
scores of "troops" in t h e a n n u 
al C h r i s t m a s Day re-enact 
m e n t of Washington 's 1776 
D e l a w a r e River crossing, a 
t u r n i n g point in t he Revolu
t ionary War. 

Today will be t h e 76-year-
old man 's last C h r i s t m a s 
crossing. 

"1 decided I would slow 
down, and the ea s i e s t way to 
.slow down would he to give 
up the crossing," said Gal
lagher, a World War II ve ter 
an and re t i red s y s t e m s con
su l t an t from N e w t o w n 
;Square. 

His dedicat ion and class in 
por t raying t h e na t ion ' s first 
pres ident will m a k e h im diffi
cult, to replace, said Ann 
Hawkes H u t t o n , founder of 
the Washington Cros s ing 

F o u n d a t i o n . 
"He h a s t h e d igni ty t h a t 

Wash ing ton had . ... H e j u s t 
h a s a ce r t a in a i r of qu ie t lead
e r s h i p ability," s h e said. 

Eve ry C h r i s t m a s m o r n i n g , 
G a l l a g h e r p u t s on a ruffled 
whi t e s h i r t , pa le yellow 
b r i t ches a n d wais tcoa t , s l ips 
in to a b lue r eg imen ta l j acke t 
a n d blue cape a n d s t r a p s on a 
sword. As t he finishing touch 
to h is 40-pound cos tume . Gal
l agher lowers a wh i t e wig 
topped by a black hat onto hi? 
head . 

T h e l ikeness to Washing ton 
s t u n s even Gal lagher , and 
con t inua l ly start le .- tol*. ink
e r s along his rou te to t he re-
e n a c t m e n t at Wa?h:r.g*..;r. 
Cross ing . Pa 

"They a lways address me 
as Gene ra l or Genera ; Wash
ington or George." Ga l l aghe r 
said. 

T h e re-enactment . - began 
in 1952, w h e n actor St. J o h n 
Terrell a n d a small band of 
fr iends took a boat onto the 
D e l a w a r e to c o m m e m o r a t e 
t h e Dec. 25, 1776. crossing. 

On t h a t day, Wash ing ton 
w a s able to n a v i g a t e t h e ice-
clogged r iver in d a r k n e s s and 
su rp r i se Br i t i sh t roops 
camped a t Tren ton , N . J . 
About 1,000 Hess i an merce
nar ies on t he Br i t i sh s ide 
were c a p t u r e d and 100 were 
wounded or killed. Wash ing-
torVs force suffered only 10 
casua l t i e s . 

T h o u s a n d s have r e t u r n e d 
to watch a n d h u n d r e d s have 
m a d e t he crossing nea r ly 
every year. Las t year, 8,000 
people watched more t h a n 
100 people t r ave l across the 
river. 

The event begins wi th par
t i c ipan ts m a r c h i n g up t he riv
er bank in period cos tume lis
t en ing to Ga l l aghe r recite, 
"These a r e t h e t i m e s t h a t t ry 
men's souls," from T h o m a s 
Paine 's "American Cr is is ." 

"I t h i n k s o m e t i m e s he real
ly believes t h a t if we don' t 
cross, t he H e s s i a n s will in 
fact t h r ive in Tren ton and 
we'll lose t he war," sa id U.S. 
Rep. J a m e s Greenwood , who 
h a s pa r t i c ipa ted in t h e re-

e n a c t m e n t for 16 years. 
G a l l a g h e r is t h e t h i r d 

George Wash ing ton . He 
replaced J a c k Kelly, brother 
of P r inces s G r a c e of Monaco 
after Kelly died in 1985. Kelly 
followed Terre l l , who played 
Washing ton for 25 y e a r s . 

T h e jockeying h a s a l r e a d y 
begun for Ga l l aghe r ' s high-
profile job. Sor t ing a m o n g the 
dozens in compet i t ion is a n 
ordea l H u t t o n does no t re l i sh . 

S h e hopes to find someone 
who doesn ' t j u s t w a n t the 
pres t ige of t h e role, bu t some
one who w a n t s to e d u c a t e 
ch i ld ren a n d to s t ay after t h e 
cross ing to sign a u t o g r a p h s , 
a s G a l l a g h e r does. 

G a l l a g h e r m a k e s more 
t h a n 30 a p p e a r a n c e s a s t h e 
first p r e s i d e n t each y e a r a t 
p a r a d e s a n d schools. W h e n 
t h e U .S . Pos ta l Service held a 
ce lebra t ion on t h e day they 
i ssued a Wash ing ton s t a m p , 
it w a s G a l l a g h e r who deliv
ered t h e m a i n a d d r e s s a t 
I n d e p e n d e n c e Hall in 
P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

Associated Press 
James Gallagher, of Newtown Square, Pa., walks past an 
encouraging sign as he portrays George Washington during the 
44th re-enactment of the crossing of the Delaware River by 
General Washington and his troops at Washington's Crossing 
Park, N.J., Dec. 25,1993. For the last 12 years GaMagher has 
donned a George Washington costume and led scores of 
"troops" in the yearly Christmas day re-enactment of Wash* 
ington's Delaware River crossing. 
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Militia members are 
released on bond 

C L E V E L A N D - After 2 
1/2 m o n t h s in ja i l , two men 
accused of sell ing explosives 
to a West Virginia mil i t ia 
g roup have been re leased on 
bond. 

Senior U.S. Dis t r ic t J u d g e 
J o h n Manos set bail Tuesday 
at $50,000 each for J a m e s M. 
J o h n s o n and I m a m A. Lewis. 
Each m u s t wear electronic 
brace le t s t h a t allow federal 
officials to moni tor t he i r 
movemen t s unt i l the i r t r i a l s 
in Wheel ing. W.Va., which a r e 
scheduled for Augus t . 

A federal m a g i s t r a t e had 
ordered J o h n s o n . 4*. a n d 
Lc»':«. «'6. both of t he Cleve-
li.-.d j r ~ a . held wi thout bail 
-.**-" tr.-'.r ^ r r e - t - or. Oct. 11. 

TT'Z•:" -. '.R.st-cu*.r-
-..-~?z -•: celling 1.000 
:• ".- '.". -. ;• dv&dly 
'. •- ,:. rr.-rrr.r.-er- a :c ' ,^ed of 

v. r Vw FBI 

l a r n - W Ya 
.J^.-'.'.:.-': a'.*.'• r . a r j r j e c : 

t.'.at J ' .r . r . -vr. ar .a Lew.* oe 
T'*-ivii->':-c ne;t. ' .er r.ad 

.c:. reevre tr.e-« were 

' ••• '» >:::r. ;.,•>: aud e>:p;'.-
v>-re T»ere f : r e ^ ' r k -

- Mar.o- ,-a.c 

'if'.^rr,.:,i. Ne .•>i ,.'oo-.-.r.''--- ' ' 

Man arrested for 
'cyber dating' minor 

a"K\Y Y O R K A ::.a.rJ 
••>.;>»•'.". err.T-rac'- a 3 '•*>• 

<-i;*-:/i.r: g:rl Uh r.tK-\ t h rough a 
' 1 »•!' mt.::?h.- •-.<:• r\ ice and 
••••>-^rwc '7 't .erspiu'• for 
' •na r!t'i:i'.r.r :ristead walked 
• tit' '. :»•• urrr,- n? u T i a e r c " v e r 

y.:iC.>-f. ( •>:::.. \sa.- crmrged 
v' :' '• p ' >'.U'>' •'•(.' a r otisccm 
• > • • > . f H i 1 ' !>\ a ' - foici 
>!>.-•.•.•:.:: \ v.'.,c g i v i f i ^ :ridt-ceta 

r:j«»!«*r.«:. \>. a m."itw 
" I ! u t as*.- ^ ' in i j ic s e r v e as 

ta: : w«r:.:*i|.- u- c.a<:,:\> \\W. 
v u u i C } > • j p - i r . ( " . . i C e o tha t 
t!*e> w... pa> a ',«-i:v\ pr-jt. !'.>: 
, -ucr. c.>r«c.4C*. .:. _ < . a i t -
:<ur: " LhstrirT At'.'>•-. 
C h a n t * J Hyr.e.- !-.<:,c '! u»-.»-
aa> 

B a r r : ,v. - cr •!•> t >..\ . 
f ro : ! . :...- re::*.' i . ' vr • 

•ifccticu? :<.*.»::<*- M'.».*iC;a.. pre-
p a r e c tc- mef : '^r.at :.< 
t»eiie%fcC « i . k a I 'i-> ear -a.a 
BrcK.'K;yr. g:r. f i t courte-*: 
A r r / t T j i a Or..:tie. • ff' .gatoi r 

i-a.iC 

b u t tne g;ri t u r n e c cut to 
wfailing de^fcc•t.Jve^. liie> 

arre.-u-C borrow.- wj,ei« he 
csrri ' .ed for •;.(- first m e e t i n g 
w:th t ! . e g;r; 

THE PLACE TO STOP BEFORE YOU START! 

YEAR END FARM & RANCH SALE!! 

BUY 
DEC. 31st AND 

SAVE ON 
INCOME TAX! 
If you are not ready to 

build yet you can pick-up 
material any time before 

Jan. 31st 
PRICES aaoo XHHU ate. 3ut 

BUILD-IT-YOURSELF 
STORAGE BARNS 

$ 2 4 9 9 5 

Omm^T^ 6 / 8 ' E C G ' . C f . ' Y 

DELUXE MODELS i 
•>:_.:e; '.aa_E3 a -.ccr i 

8 x 8 ' $ 3 8 9 . 9 5 i 
8 x 1 0 ' $ 4 4 9 . 9 5 I 
8 x 1 2 ' $ 4 9 5 . 9 5 j 

POLE BUILDINGS 
se ss a ga-a; 

'̂ c- ^ t ^ ^ ^ ' 

;e *.c protect r:acr.:rer/ 
Cc r r jc3 ted galvar. 'zet 

i o f p a c e ' s , lun-. teo 
ea'ec cc^es. nai'.s & p!a 

LOAFING SHED 799 

48" x 100' 
CHAIN LINK 

FENCE PACKAGE 
100' of fabric, 2 terminal & 9 line posts, thick 
walled & fully galvanized, top roll, all fittings. 

Gate sold separately. 47902 

95 100' CHAIN LINK FENCE PACKAGE 
60" 158.95 
7 2 179.95 

FREE ESTIMATES 
ON ANY SIZE GARAGES 

' 6 / 

95 

^i' .TwS; CH6C< !&C2 ; 

'r/\ — c<3e; illustrated. 24 X 30 

1899.95 

2099.95 

2199.95 

2599.95 

Yields approx. 
2/3 cu. ft. Just add 

water & mix. 
80 lbs. 

18' X 30' 
POLE BARN 1,099" 

23 X34 '6" 
ALL PURPOSE 
UTILITY SHED 1,799 95 

27 X 41 
ALL PURPOSE 
UTILITY SHED 2,199 9 5 

1 
IT 

GALVANIZED ROOFING & SIDING 
2 M'tL C o r r v 2 ^ v/ide 

8 ' 4 6 1 8 7 1 . . ' '4.65 
10' 462093

 s5.75 
12 : 4624^1

 S6.95 
14' 7.99 
16' 9.19 

95 
FIELD F E N C E 

Gai/afr^feO 14 V ? y;jufJO with 
C- St.--./'. riV)' roll, 

47" HIGH 
# 1 9 4 7 - 0 11 -1 ' , / ; - , 64 95 

8' STEEL FARM GATE 
Galvanized 5-panel with hardware. 

#190 0 2 3 278226 

10' #190025
 $34.95 

12' # 1 9 0 0 2 7
 $37.95 

14' #190029
 $44.95 

16' # 1 9 0 0 3 1
 s47.95 

POULTRY 
NETTING 

Galvanized hex mesh. 
K roll, 20 gauge. 

Sizo 1" 2" 
?A" 6.79 4 .39 
'ih" 9.59 5 .49 
AH" 12.49 " 6 . 9 5 

WOOD PRIVACY FENCES 

C C A D O G EAR B O A R D 
1"x6"-6' 
PREMIUM C E D A R 
D O G EAR B O A R D 
1"x6"-6' 15024 

C C A T R E A T E D RAIL 
2"x4"-8' 

C C A T R E A T E D POST 
4"x4"-7' 

- | 2 9 

* | 8 9 

4 8 9 

13 95 

48" X 50' 
#56189 1206614 

WELDED WIRE 
STEEL FENCE 

2" x 4" galvanized 
mesh. 14 ga. 36" x 50'. 

#56187 1206606 

95 16' 
Qaucha 

AMERICAN MADE 
BARBED WIRE 

15 1/2 Ga . 2 p t „ 
00 rod roll. 

99 

GALVANIZED 
STOCK PANEL 

10' X 52" 

88 

#101 STEEL 'V P O S T 

1 8 5 

OPEN EVERYDAY p ^ j i ^ - ™ ' . D I C K I N S O N : 611 F M 517 W E S T 
m m s k — -

I r/.uilt i.l', ( 
Mon.-Fri 

30 am - 7 30 prn 
Sat 7.30 am - 6 pm 

Sun.: 9 am - 5 prn 

Phone: (281) 337-6527 • Fax (281) 337-3772 
CALL OR FAX YOUR SPECIAL ORDERS ( El . . 

DELIVERIES AVAILABLE m ( « | , ( « ' , » d m u l m»i /»/,• ilii/hiif li'iiu 
(•••'•'•'•V f'lli.»« I !'/ ' linngc 

iin_.i'i/r.'iii| 


