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PHILADELPHIA — When
James Gallagher looks in the
mirror Christmas morning,
the father of his country
stares back.

For the last 12 years, Gal-
lagher has donned a George
Washington costurme and led
scores of “troops” in the annu-
al Christmas Day re-enact-
ment of Washington's 1776
Delaware River crossing, a
turning point in the Revolu-
tionary War.

Today will be the 76-year-
old man's last Christmas
Crossing.

“I decided I would slow
down, and the easiest way to
slow down would be to give
up the crossing,” said Gal-
tagher, a World War 11 veter-
an and retired systems con-
sultant from Newtown
Square.

His dedication and class in
portraying the nation’s first
president will make him diffi-
cult to replace, said Ann
Hawkes Hutton, founder of
the Washington Crossing
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Militia members are
released on bond

CLEVELAND — After 2
1/2 months in jail, two men
accused of selling explosives
to a West Virginia militia
group have been released on
bond.

Senior U.S. District Judge
John Manos set bail Tuesday
at $50,000 each for James M.
Johnson and Imam A. Lewis.
Each must wear electronic
bracelets that allow federal
officials to monitor their
movements until their trials
in Wheeling. W Va., which are
scheduled for August.

A federal magistrate had
ordered Jui‘ nson. 4%, and
_ewis B both of the Cleve-
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“He has the dignity that
Washington had. ... He just
has a certain air of quiet lead-
ership ability,” she said.

Every Christmas morning.
Gallagher puts on a ruffled
white shirt, pale yellow
britches and waistcoat. slips
into a blue regimental jacket
and blue cape and straps on a
sword. As the finishing touch
to his 40-pound costume. Gal-
lagher lowers a white wig
topped by a black hat onto hus
head.

The likeness to Washingion
stuns even Gallagher, ard
continually startles tol] 12k-
ers along his reute 1o ": re-
enactment at \‘»'as?::r.f‘.v: -
Crossing. Pa

“They alwavs adcress me
as General or Gerera: Wash-
ington or George .~
gaid.

The re-enactments began
in 1952, when actor St John
Terrell and a small band of
friends took a boat unto the
Delaware to commemorate
the Dec. 25, 1776. crossing.
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On that day, Washmgton
was able to navigate the ice-
clogged river in darkness and
surprise British troops
camped at Trenton, N.J.
About 1,000 Hessian merce-
naries on the British side
were captured and 100 were
wounded or killed. Washing-
ton’s force suffered only 10
casualities,

Thousands have returned
to watch and hundreds have
made the crossing nearly
every vear. Last year, 8,000
people watched more than
100 people travel across the
river.

The event begins with par-
ucipants marching up the riv-
er bank in period costume lis-
tening to Gallagher recite,
“These are the times that try
men’s souls,” from Thomas
Paine’s “American Crisis.”

I think sometimes he real-
I+ believes that if we don’t
cross, the Hessians will in
fact thrive in Trenton and
we'll lose the war,” said U.S.
Rep. James Greenwood, who
has participated in the re-
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enactment for 16 years.

Gallagher is the third
George Washington. He
replaced Jack Kelly, brother
of Princess Grace of Monaco
after Kelly died in 1985. Kelly
followed Terrell, who played
Washington for 25 years.

The jockeying has already
begun for Gallagher’s high-
profile job. Sorting among the
dozens in competition is an
ordeal Hutton does not relish.

She hopes to find someone
who doesn’t just want the
prestige of the role, but some-
one who wants to educate
children and to stay after the
crossing to sign autographs,
as Gallagher does.

Gallagher makes more
than 30 appearances as the
first president each year at
parades and schools. When
the U.S. Postal Service held a
celebration on the day they
issued a Washington stamp,
it was Gallagher who deliv-
cred the main address at

Independence Hall in
Philadelphia.

ashington re-enactor hangs up wig after 12 year J

'-~

Associated Press

James Gallagher, of Newtown Square, Pa., walks past an
encouraging sign as he porirays George Washington during the
44th re-enactment of the crossing of the Delaware River by
General Washington and his troops at Washington's Crossing
Park, N.J., Dec. 28, 1993. For the last 12 years Gallagher has
donned a George Washington costume and led scores of
"troops” in the yearly Christmas day re-enactment of Wash-
ington's Delaware River crossing.

BUY BEFORE
DEC. 31st AND
SAVE ON
INCOME TAX!

If you are not ready to
build yet you can pick-up
material any time before

Jan, 31st
PRICES GOOD THRU DEC. 31st

BUILD- IT-YOURSELF
STORAGE BARNS
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FENCE PACKAGE

100" of fabric, 2 terminal & 9 line posts, thick
walled & fully galvanized, top roll, all fittings.

48” x 100’
CHAIN LINK

Gate sold separately. 47902

100" CHAIN LINK FENCE PACKAGE
60”
72"

158.95

FREI-f ESTIMATES

DELUXE MODELS

coR

- -~ el N

=34 7L

ON ANY SIZE GARAGES'

$389.95 |

ol wne T et $440.95 | [T — — | == — g
Dleres gitrnevs arglec 8'x12.......... $495.95 | | | : T | 29
setdirear zra Lews e o LJ :ii ! ‘ ::: = :““:4__] ; : 1"x8"™8" . ...
BT e E e et r ey g ‘ I i ' ' o PREMIUM CEDAR '
| :g vfr‘ ve”“'“;,: POLE BU".DINGS ' S ““ﬁ“ | !4.- DOG EAR BOARD 1 89
. T se g5 2 jerage 1o protect machiner ' X j N P UDD 1"%6"-6' 15024 . . . ..... -
‘ e LU pEl g T AR VRIIAT 112 Corigated galvarizes ; | I
; e enr ‘ee §arn g mefranels ILmber, . i T T CONCRETE CCA TREATED RAIL 29
e P —_ = 0
Vi Ve mpre Sreworke ‘EiTUtE VERTET LC8S T, L S | ! X478 L.
l DR il OO <yl
o b Manioe epd - Simitar fo (lustration * 79 CCA TREATED POST 489
e L . GARAGE PAC*/(AGES Size | CHEROKEE|CIMARRON| 1 MalSEEERSREERS
L e Caratayet foeozeraet 16X 26 | 1299.95 | 1599.95 ST 95
Yoty rrer gy run Tt e T Yields approx. WG T v
Man arrested for Crrarer rnme s 3o, v ods antry foer (2% K 2471 1899.95 | 2199.95 || o3¢y, ft. Justadd” S
‘ Y ; Wit reynte Custarer st creck iocel o gty 3@y water & mix. '
cyber datmg minor 13X 36 Luitrgeotes forgoren model dlustrated, 3 205935 | 2599.95 / 80 Ibs. : th WELDED WIRE
NEWTYORK A narn LOAFING SHED Tt STEEL FENCE

g

TwCTILE V e hirnce g 3.

2" x 4" galvanized
mesh. 14 ga. 36° x 50".

#56187 1206606
48" X 50'

16"
#56189 1206614 ... .

St el ST e

cornpuler arr

et throughs 2
i sV ice and
e Vb Rpae for

POLT Tt e stk an Wa ke

St cad o
“hjt:g
i) ok vy ey

% ot of snaercover
AR A . .

Sanees Forows 55 of %’%&%OARN 1 95 GALVANIZED ROOFING & SIDING

o e 2 e Corrugztars 26 wirde
vialsarn o Wars Chirged NN 099 1 ’ 3
G e e e ) 8 atrery ... ‘4,65 8’ STEEL FARM GATE A L
SN L ',w,"‘.-\"r:;;,:'n:r oy erld 10" aez0y 5.75 Galvanized 5-panel with hardware. 15 1/2 Ga. 2 pt
e iy , o AT #190023 278226 ol
BN N pmving indecent 12" zezan: H : g 80 rod roll.
saleria Voo rnny 14’ PERTL (_g'gg 10" #190025. . . . . S34.95 el B ce wign v-""",‘; 99
13 | Mg, TNmum ,,).mi”n.

“Thie Cane =HOUIG serFve SRR - 12’ #190027. . . . . *37.95 s 20
et M ETIIn Lo adutts M, 16 """""""" *9'19 14’ #190029. . . .. 544.95
WOLGC PIes Lpal O e v T : s
ey Wo pes o ey prsce Lo oy e iR Ll 16 #190081. . . . . 47-95 GALVANIZED
“uch I_,".'!‘x(."‘ FIRN '.'1‘.?._? W - iELXP?JéRgOSE fora . STOCK PANEL
von T Dstrae Attoree POU LTRY 16" X 62"

Charies dJ H_\':.o_'.k sen s
aen

UTIUTYSHED 1 79995

NETTING

Barrows arone ooy 0 i FIELD FENCE Galvanized hex mash.

11°%

L .
s Tromns cenne g G Gaivarizes Y4 12 giuge with S 25" 10ll, 20 gauge. wa
el e .‘"s’.'hf.li:‘\ HIRES O gty Uy bagh a0 ol g“
patet Lo meel Wret fy !1"/1";";}’;1) Sizo 1 2" :l
DeieveC wae a 13 hes » ’ 7 4" 679 4.39 ~
SrOKGVTL g, e O e Via ALL PURPOSE /ﬁ . ‘ g R ‘ ’ #4101 STEEL 'T' POST
Areriie Ur,.:m-. Vertpators UT,“»'TY SHED 2 1 9995 47" HIGH 6495 [ oy 59 |._949 85
i y #1947-6 141,71 | A ' 1g,4{) 6.95 1
But the girturnec oul o

OPEN EVERYDAY S

Mon.-Fri €1
30 am - 736 pm
“at 7:30 am - 6 pm
SunsGam-5pm

B 4 DICKINSON: 611 FM 517 WEST

Shems Phone: (281) 337-6527 * Fax (281) 337-3772 o
B 479 .. CALL ORFAX YOUR SPECIAL ORDERS | (é?gg i
DELIVERIES AVAILABLE I S M A A s A AN k-1 ¢+ T4 [ |

ety wregrg Pelose sublect 1 change

Le Weiling Gelectver. hed
arrested Barrows when he

arrived lor e irst meeling
Wit the gor

Associated Press




