WHEN EXTON GUARD CROSSED ICY DELAWARE
AND MARCHED EIGHT MILES TG TRENTON
JUST LIKE GENERAL WASHINGTON'S MEN

LUETZE’S PAINTING OI‘ WASHINGTON CROSSING THE DFLAWARE

Trentonians past middle life never
see Christmas approach without hav-
ing recalled to their minds the ham
battles with whieh e cember 36 used
1o he signalized, Tl
observance of the defe:
slans next Wednesday, It
ful if ever ngain a military cclehy
tion  of (hat sort will take place,
Since wé have become involved in
the frighiful destruction of life across
the Atlantic, we Amerienns have less
taste for the awful din of war, inlmic
or actual, which we po sed when
it was a gentieman'y game waged ac-
cording to civilized rules,  There are
apher reasons also, as will appear he-
low, which have relegited the sham
batlle lo the giscard as a method of

is. dowhl-

popular entertalnment.
Still in  their day those annual
were deall out to
an, enjoyed i large

imount of popular favor. They were
not entirely of the ecarnival order,
however. The celebration of Decem-
ber 26, 18786, was considered o splen-

did success. It had been prepired
for during many! weeks, men  like
John Taylor, Chartes Carr, Williun

H. Skirm, L1177 Little, rdinand
W. IReebling and John Tixton served
on the commitlee of arrangements,
the National Guard helped to give
cclat to the, speclacle and Caplain
amuei M. Youmans personaling
Colonel Wall, was “morially wound-
od” at the proper moment, but de-
spite all this, there was one iheident
that left only painful memaories to all
who paricipated in it.  And it had
been intended to be the most spectae~
wlar feature of the. day's program,
L.et one of the survivors spin the
varn.

MITATING THIE CONTINENTALS.
“Company . Exton Guarods, (the
Guards repre: ting the Continen-
tals) thought it would give realism
to the celebration at the 100th anni-
versary of the batlle if an exaect rep-
ctition of Washington’s crossing the
Delaware and the famous mareh to
Trenton  were  enacted. Captain
Aaron Lovett worked up the enthusi-
asm of the company anrd drilled them
nightly in their quarters, later taken
over by the Jack Stokes Yacht Club,
Tt was a very cold December, about
like the weather of this year—snow,
ice and near-zero temperature. There
was an abundanee ~¢ slteighing and on
December 15, the Delaware was froz-
cn solid.  This was almost too much,
but by Christmas the river had brok-
en up and was full of ice. YWell, when
Christmas day came, we went to the
arsenal  and horrowed  overcoals,
blanlkets, knapsacks, canteens, cart-
ridge hoxes, ele., and. fully equipped.
marched around town a Ia part
of the day, proud of the feat we were
roing to perform. As the shades of
night began to fall, we ook the frain
cheerily over the Belvidere road, 100

strong, and headed by Jake Booz and

Blas  Phillips with  fife and drum,
reached 'Taylorsville, where we en-
tertained the village and where we
ourselyes  were  entertalned  most
heartily, Late in the evening we

were quarlered in an old wheelwright
shop, and ahout 2 a. m. we were!
aroused and started for the frozen
Delaware,  The night was miremclv‘
cold, hut we had had sandwiches and
hot eoffee and under the leadership
of John £ Muirheid, we were pilot-
od  across  the  Tiver in  safetly,
though nat without some 1!11’1]15 as we
héat against the floating X n this
particnlar, the real (‘nntmentnls haa
nothing on us.”
COLD, DISMAL MARCH,
“But the worst was'yet {p come,
We didn’t qivide our troops as Wash-
ington qivided his, but we hung to-
gether on the river road, It certainly
was a weary march. The way the
wind blew off the river, I thought I'd
freeze and I knew- c\vmvbndv else
wis in the same hoat.  Part of the
tUme we ran and then we walked.
We had no difliculty in realizing what!
heroes our forefathers were when
they made this trip, unprotected by
heavy elothes and good shoes such as
we had. Do vou recall thesc lines
from Henry 1. Howe's spirited poem:
*“The struggiing horses and stagger-
ing men
T'ress on the
pain, .
Staining the snow with bloody feet.
Battling the blast, the cold and sleei
“Unlike those patriots of 1776, we
were comforted with the {hought,

march with toil and

when we gol as far as the Yardley
bridge, that at Cadwalader woods

hot coffee and lanch were to be ready
for us and hlazing bhonfires to take
the chill out of cur houes.

BITTETR DISAPPOINTMENT.

“IBut alas, when we reached the
outskirts of Twrenton, fhere was no
sign of monfires, no lunch, no coffce,
not a soui-in, sight. A misunder-
standing of orders was tlic cause and
footsore wnd chilled to the marro=:,
we continued our march inte tow-.
TC there were any heroes among us.
I failed to notice them at this stage
of the gnme,  As we approached the
Staie THouse, ahont 6 2. m., we felt
that at Inst we were sure of shelter
and  warmth. But what 'ds you
think? '

“he night janitor closed .the door
in our facecs. , ¥le said he had mno
authority to open up the Capitol at
that hour and besids+ who was zoing
to elean up '\ﬁt'r w 4 camped in
the corrifdors? ' know what
might have happened 1, Mrs, \Te’l]m'
the day janitre. had not
just about this time and aceepted .'H]
the responsibilily for taking us in
doors.  We needed no pressing in-
vitation, but throwing off our map-
sacks and spreading our blankets on

the hard marble floor, we were Soon
enjoying a badly-needed rest.
“Meanwhile, Captain Lovett went

down town and had hot breakfast
sent to the State Tlouse,  After a
couple of hours' sleep, followed by

refreshments,
the night’

the hardy men forgot
adventure and were ready
to  participate in the sham hattle
which was waged for a couple of
liours with 2 booming of eannon, gun
firing by the infantry and no endrof
msmnlimz music by several bands.

The ITessiaps were chased about
town and finally surrounded and
foreed to surrender mnear

Taylor
Opera House., B

“Furrah! hurrah! hurralb!” our gal-
lant soldiers shout,

“The foeman  falter, flee—it is a rout,
a rout!™

“In the engagement General . S.
Truex, of Civil War fame, personated
Ceneral Washington; General 1B, I.
Campbell was General Greene at. the
head of one division of the Conti-
nentals and Martin Keegan was Gen-
eral Sullivan of the other division.
Captain I. C. Stahl as Genernl Knox
commanded the arullery, which, from
the head of town, rained destruction
on the Messians, There were really
two surrender: While ‘one section
of the eremy laid down their arms on
Broad Street, another scetion, under
Captain Peter Wilkes, was forsed at
the point of the bayonet to give way
to the Continentals commanded Dby
Captain Theodore James in front of
the Post Office.”

The victory was celebrated
the firing of 100 guns in the e u- of
the State House and the Ting of
bells at the churches and fire housz-';
A collation was.served at Y¥ashing-
ton Hall, “where Sarah Smith Staf-
ford was a guest of honor. Later in
the day, Taylor Opera House was
Alled with patriots, who listened to
wn  appropriate address by Judge
Tames Buchanan. .

OBSERVANCE CENSURED.

Such, in brief, was the nature of
Lthe Centeunial anniversary with its
lights and its shadows. A serious
subject of criticism that year, as well
as on other occasions of the kind, was:
Lhat there was too much conviviality.
Doubtless the exposure to cold weath
er incident to an outldoor observanc
in midwinter, led to exce: K
alcohol, with the unplexsant resulfs
ikely to follow. Not content with
ne day’s indulgence, some of the
ipattts carried the spree over
ral - days, It was Decause of
such unseemly con” ict that the fol-
owing severe lines were pr ;
t correspondent in the True American!
1 day or two drter the Sham Battle
of 1876z i

“The grand Centennial sham ﬁ‘*ht
s over. Thank God for so much,:
mnd may it be another hundred years
yeforevIrenton will have wnother!"

The writer went on to say that
:hese afinirs were a perfect waste of
.ime and money and suggested that it
would he far better for people of
neans who supported the festivity, to
spend the money for food and clothes
wnd warmth for the p.~r.  Attention
was further called to the present- .
nent of the AMercer Grand Jury in
Tanuary, 1843, styling the annual
sham battle as a *“great ang inereas-'
ng evii” The valor of pursuing
nimic fugitives through the streets,
he jury went on to Y. may well be'
mnoyance and

with

questioned, while the
langer to quiet citizens and strangers
s undoubted and the unexampied’
Irunkenness and rioting of the last’
VCLJ ion (1844) is a mcl'mcholy fu.t
2 solemn warning. Those who!
want to celebrate were urged by the:
iury to do so by making an actunal
nidnight crossing of the  Delaware
wmad a march :lfuot to Trenton. i
Company D, Exion Guards, is one|
dofdy that never eonid be persn
o attempt a seecond celebration 0(’
his Iatier character.




