Desewber 9, 19%6.

Mr. Joseph B. Strauss
ko3, Monbgomery Street
San Frenciseo, Cal.

Dosy My, Btravss

o In 1931 we had some correspondence relative to the possibility
of & Federal Memorial Bridgs scrose the Deleweve River between the How
Jergey end Pennaylvenia parke, ccmmemoveting the historlc croasing of
the Delawars by General Wrshingbon and hls troops in 1T76. At that
time we were unsble losally to reconcile meveral econflicting opinlons
a8 ti & suiteble location for the bridge ss to the desirabllity of the
improvement, etec., Becsuse of this and becsuse of the financial situation
both in the Btates which would be asked to shoulder soms expense in
comnection with the bridge approsches and in the Federal sitwation, 1t
wag dvemed wisest not to attempt to push the matter further at that time.
For thet resson I didn't follow up your generous offer of advice snd help.

:  Bscause s number of those who were &b oroses puYpOEES st that
time mre nob astive or gome albogether mow; end beceuse the filnancial
gitustion is to some extent sssier I am getting ready to bring this matber
to 1ife again. I dom't know whether you are in & posiltion to or sbill
would be interested in helping work up scwsthing in the way of suggested
materinl for propogenda use in this copmection but I am wriling you om
the chance that you may, in view of your interest vwhen ve were dealing
with the matber before. '

I em enolosing & map of Weshington Crossing Park and an serial -
photograph on which the boundariss of the Bew Jorsey Park are merked and
on whish the entire foreground is Pemnsylvania Perk. The island in the
semter of the ploture is the islend bel¢nd which Washington gathered his
boats for the historic orossing. The dotted line whish croesses the river
indicates a suggested line of approamch om the Mew Jersey side ané location
for the crossing vhich we heve worked out from the topogrephy se being the
most suitable locatiom. As you look at the picture there is & Penmsylwanis
highwey on the edge of the river then & back water sround the island, then
the islend and then the main stream of the wviver, then & height of lsnd,
then the vight of way of the Belvidere Division of the P.R.E. and the right
of way of the feeder of the Delawsre and Bariten Cansl md the Nev Jersey
river highway. Any structure %0 oross the river should unguestlionably
attempt to leave the helgnt of land on the fer side of the New Jersey highway
23 you look at the picture, JKorcse the highway,canal and vallroad sbove
grade End seross the Pemnsylvenia highway om the other sids of The river
ebove grade. This will require & £111 or viadueot on the Pemmeylvania gids
with vemps up to the bridge. The topogrephy is such on the New Jersey gide
that from the far side of the New Jermey Dighway sufficient elevaiion can




Mr. Streuss 4o December 9, 1936.

be sepursd %o carry the road beyond; shove all of the inbervening
chatructions, rosda, rallrosds and camals. If you are in the Faal
nov opr sre likely %o be soceseible some time before long I'1ll be move
then glad to go over the mabier with you or take you over the locatlon
if gou sye ip e position to give us any help and will let me have word.
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