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Mre Co Po Wilber, Chief

Division of Forests & Parks

Department of Conservation and Development
Sbate House Ammex

Trenbon, New Jersey

My dear Mr. Wilber:

Pordon wy tardy reply to your letter of Decembar 9%he I
have been 11l for aboub thrae weeks and just got back to the job, and
thig, together with the =zetivikies invelved in the last four monbhs
remaining until the opening of the bridge, has occasioned the delay,

I am pleased %o learn thet you are reviving the project
of a2 Federal Memorial Bridge across bhe Delaware River between the New
Jersey and Pennsylvanis parks commemorating bhe historic crossing of
George Washingbon and his troops, and T strougly feel that the present
should be an excesdingly favorsble time for such revivals In answer o
your guestim, I am still interesbed in coopsrabing with you, as you
suggest, providsd that this can be defsrred unbil after the completion
of the Golden Gate bridge in May, immediately afbter which I plan to be
east for a much-nesded rest and vecabion.

I think it would be necessary for me or Mr. Paine, my associate,
to go over the ground personslly with you, subseguent bo which we will be
in position to formulate something definite in the way of a design of proper
wonumental character, such as I had in mind at the bims I discussed it with
you lasts From my experience on the Golden Gabte bridge, I think it will
require a meliminary design, an esbimebe of cost and pictorial illustrations
and deseripbive data, but I would, of course, want teo talk over the program
with vou so a5 to geb your views.

We are prepared to do this without compensatlion, bub naturally
would want bto work out some plan whereby we would be protected, in the evend
the work is proceeded wibth, in respect bo the engineering services for the
project. I this is agreeable, I will be glad to have you send me, in
addition to the two maps already senb, some general end road maps and
data relative to conbours and soundings, apd I will take bime, as oppor=
tunity affords, to give the mabtter preliminary thought.

I have never changed my opinion thet the opporbunity exists
for a structure of unusual choracter, and this appeals to me very strongly.
I am unable, however, to divorsce myself from the Golden Gabe bridge unbil
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the job is completed. Afber May 1lst, I exzpect to be free and can then
give my undivided attention to other mabterse :

You no doubt have kept in touch with the progress of the Golden
Gate bridge and perhaps you may heve seen soms of the labest photogravhs.
Nevertheless I enclose copy of an illustrebion from the San Francisco
Chropicle Rotogravure of January 3rd, & o¢lipping from the News of Decerber
4th relative to the safeby net, and a booklet giving some particulars aboub
the structure. Aside from bhe magnitude of the span, two interesting
features of the work arse the safeby net referrsd to in the elipping,
which was instailed only after s determined effort on my part,and the
architectbural treatment of the structure, whiech has attracted gemeral
attention. It also may be of inberest bo know that the bridge was built
under & pledge of the District nob to sxcesd my estimsted cost of con-
struction, nemely $27,165,000 and that, in spite of & number of increases
due %6 condibions heyond controel, we ares still within that estimate.

I shall look forward to hearing from you in reply and remamin,
with best wishes and the compliments of the season,

Very sincerely yours,

JBE=m Jaoseph B. Strauss
EC o



