DESIGN FOR A NATJONAL PARK AT WHSHINGTON S: CROSSING

(The ‘nuildlng with a dome at the foot of the’ picture represents the New Jersey State Capitol, while the bridge’ at the “IJP'

I:'\ conneétion " with - the resolut)ons
adepted at the Krights 'of Columbus cele-
bration Tuesday night at Taylor Opera.
Huuse, it is interestmg to krow that the
project. of suitably marking the scene of
Washington's - Crossing of. {he Delaware
: ggged the attention of patril)tlc
Trentonlans at various times in the past:
The dction” of Tuesday night: may lead
to definite: Aactfon. on a.popular undertak—
ing. . Fo!lowm* is an extract-froni a’ lets
ter written -by Dr.. F..'V. Cantwell’ and
publisheéd ~in ‘the Sunda,y Adveruser “of
“April 1i/1ast
“Egitor. Sunday, Advertiser:

.- “‘Dear:. Sir—It is- impossible to!] find a ﬁt
simile

or '“the “process -now: going on
among;: the - varlous: races In the United
States.” It Is not.like mixing sevaral pow-

maké one, nor like the making ‘of
an amalga.m nor yet like the combmatmn

represents Mr. Junckers p}a:n for & mag

35 several difterlng ohemicals ‘to gat a.
iifferent’ ong, for in"ail'these the original
slementis can be reco‘vered “The prucess
we are concerned’ with is-a vital one and
0. is “beyond: companson
vorld is getting smaller,”

troyed. by electricity and tlme by thought
hat ‘we -may-never-be:a. mo'e homo-

e
ind ‘dndividuals::

ganized and hence their art has been per:
petuated in cathedrals which represented
their - religion ~ and’ noi their patriotism.
Later: on we find tombs,. arches,” bridges
and monufments to perpetuate other Jdeas
All of these seem to have been built with-
sut théught' of - cost. . 1f the plan of the
1rcéntect “was beautxful it was- matenal—
zel S

“'The old counines are Mke an-aristo-
:rat-stahding in  thé hall of his castle
surrounded by the objects .of:art.which
havé héén collected by his ancestors: We
are ‘like 'the son of a ploneer ‘standing:in
the door- of a log cabin while he waliches
the walls of his new. dwelling rise. in the
magnificence of ‘marhle. ' We are enteling
into the period when we should begin to
collect for those who will succeed us.
the old-countries every place and.object
which  teaches. of the past is’ preserved
and marked twith fitting memorial. Every-
thing from. the manoliths of - Stonelyange
to the battlefield of Waterloo is remem-
bered and marked. -Here we have made
a beginning. .~ We have: saved. our 'greal
trees, some of our’ prehistori¢ ruins and
have marked ‘the notable -battlefields of
our fraternal ‘war. In Trénton-we have
been somewhat apatheiie. IVe. are sur-
rounded by historic and prehistoric %Jlaces
Trenton boys have wandered over: forgot-
ten fields of battle and picked up stone
axes and arrow heads; they have plaved
in the ‘hollows Where once ~the sguaw
ground the corn-and over the paths-that
led to the river village- of the red man.
We see these disappearmb without an: ef-
fort to save them and in a few years they
will be but a legend of the buried past.

“Sometime ago ‘I was driven over.a
mag‘nmcent roadway extending from the
City. of Mexico three miles to the.hill of
Chapultepac. .. On . either. side stood" a
stately row of trees and at-Short inter-
vals there were statues of. Mexitan men
of renown. Twice the road ran around a
group .of “statuary representing a histor-
ical incident and ended on the field of-a
battle which we claim t0 have won, but
which' the Mexicans glory‘in as we do-in
Bunker Hill. -I have since often.thought
of the public _spirit which built this road
and wondered if we Would ever do like
here in New Jersey.

“I may 'seem to wander in this® letter.
but these thoughts arose during -a.spell
of self-communing. I do. not suggesi
what follows, but Talk of it as a pleasant
subject. Imagine a boulevard - extending
from the .Trenton RBattle- Monument to
ihe spot on the New Jersey shore where
Tashington trcd the Christmas morning
he crossed the Delaware. This boulevard
to be ore hundred yards wide, lined with
trees and bordered with grass_and flow-
ers and a strin of green in the middle.
Every half mife there should be 2 ciump
of trees surrounding a rest house with
every' accommodation. Statues of our
noted- meén of all the profesgions should

stand at frequent intervéls, while at the’

end_ of every mile in the centre of the

houlevard -theré should be a group por-

traying some incident of our-War of In-
dependence, Fountains would add to its
beauty and the sounds of falling water
please the ear. The roadway. shouid be
2s bright by night as by day, and lights
be so placsd as to afford extra iltumina-
tion ‘on.days like the anniversary of the

battle, Washington's Birthday and the

Fourtk of July.

*'Several hundrud acres’of jand should
be acquired around the Crossing on both
sides of L"xe river and laid out appropri-
ately.’

‘““The .crowning  glory of this ‘work
should be a bridge. A bridge has always
been "one of ' the favorité: methods by
which nations expressed their pride, From
the earliest times he who built a bridge
has been .considere@ a public: ‘benefactor,
and the Romans could confer no ‘higher
title -on the Emperor than Pontifex Max-
imus, or Creat Bridge Builder, .

“Here at Trenton- and near it occurred
events which will be -told-in song and
story as long as history, exists, and .here
in Trenton Tived and worked the Ponti-
fex Maximus of the American Industrial
‘Worlid, so that'place and Incident suggest
a memorial, and what more fitting mema-
rhI could there be than .a brzdg

“It should be of -Stone, firm &nd wide

nd -high, overlooking the whole .park
and defying the worst floods. In its cen-
tre; as a crown, Should be 2 herolc statue
of - “Washington.» - Along .'the  parapets
should be statues of Revolutionary heroes.
and at frequent points embr'xsures should
‘be' built, platformed :to .hold . benches,
whera the people could :sit and develop
patriotism in the thougnt of what had
occurred below them. T need wot.go into
further details.”

It will be . observed. that Dr. Cantiell's
suggestion embodles & proposition for a
magnificent bouvlevard. runn!ng from: the
Trenton . Battle Monument to Washing-
ton's Crossing s, ‘well: ag artistic treat-
ment of the . strrourdiigs of :the . CToss.

present KEuropéan countries had hat or-|

that it desérves,’

Courtesy of the --&dver s6t1E’ A’ency, Trenton, N L o

nificent crossing over the Dela.ware)

mg, and certamly the prospect: e holds
forth is most inviting to contemplate,

PICTORIAL DESIG\.

Advocacy- of . the sainé patrlotm enter-
prige also:came’ from another: guarter:a
few weeks ago, when Gustav F. Juncker,
proprietor of the Bismarckion East Han-

5,

‘over ‘street, employed-his skillful pencil-

in depiutmg & harndsome--design:for:a
poulevard -running from-the -State Capi-
tol “ta’ Washington's"Crossing and.-a 0
tional.park at the Crossing.
ing. Mr. . Jurickei’s ‘dest
dt=cr1ption was printed 2l
- A “proposition’ to commamora.te ‘the
most- stirring event ift American” history

in"a convincing and material form is be-:

ing. urged. by Gustave- F.: Juncker,  of
Trenton, ‘N: J., his plan being-to* glonf‘_,'

the - episodes . re]a.ting to ‘the.Battle.-of

Trenton by .the establishmen

mas DaY. AT S

‘“Mr. Juncker’s: pla.n,'as -plctu
aceompanying, deslgn, is 'te-convert:the
woods- and”fields: at and: in>thé neighbor>
hood ‘of ‘the little' settlement: ¥nown: as
‘Washington's- Crossing~ into eautiful

ag
Delaware .will share
in the: comm&maragve 1%)1811 pIrOpoted by

Jerséy:chore 0f i
Mr. ylvania' 'side
hé suggesis the:
monument, and his plan. also’inelude
building- of . ah .ariistic .bridge. that’ sh
span_the’ Delawars.and-join together -the
two States'at thid historicdl point.'Should
this-national park ro:ect win::therfavor
~Juneker feels: that
the' patriotic: States of N&w -Jersey -and
Pennsylvania will unite to give:the finan:
&ial -support necessary: to make :-such: a
novel-. undertaking ' a- complete Suceess
Pennsylvaﬂ(a. would” do -itself’ proud by
the land ln ‘the" vicinity
. 1 standmg tha
served” as “.General, Washmgton .
quarters-previous to* the. crossing.of
Delaivare by the Continental troops.
Jersey -should ‘not.
ta a movément that has in view the glor-
ification, of .the' sacred  historical: ground
which. lles within its own borders. Such
a magnificent scheme to perpetuate the
greatest event in our natlon’s. history

Juncker

Should e accornplished by popular sub- |

scription and appropriations from - the

States - night 'ask;.

of |- T recited it to Juncker,

be .lax -in resgonding ;

"pﬁftldn' ‘ot the drawing’

| States’ of I\ew Jarsey and. Pennsy‘lv;an&g~

and ‘from jthe- National: Government. .

: “mhe - proposed - location 'at Washing-

ton’s, ;ross ng. could nott: be tlgn%?r?i‘égg
e in-Some parts of

953 ople '\%hy Washjngtons

Crossing? - W‘hy S0 ubscure ar plac " Tell

5t Waghing-
as-the turn-
gy for::1iberty,
.then, the
a:. for . all. ericans<a
 shrine -if t;he) form - of, o free convention
a all tlmes ror the pubhcs

ing
Wh

“Wa,shington s Crossmg is-locat
seven . miles. from - Trenton, on .an’-2léva- .
tion commanding 4 most magnificent: view,
of the Delaware Valley. It-is-éasy. of de
cess-and the rallroad facilifies from-fhis.
city .are’ good:  -Railroad :companiés are”
never. slow -providing good sewms as
long as_trdfic warrants it. :
ea)  park, laid -ou
Mr. J\mcker’s iilastration,
ing..‘architectural = structures,

s suggested
with impos- |
fountains,

. statues of .the nation's heroes, &c.,  would

.be-a most attractive adjunct to he pro-
sed imménse; convention: hall.
“Imagine tlie ‘great value Of such'a

tlonal shrine  to” Trenton.  Trenton “would:

be:the-logical headquarters for.the déele-
gatés and visitors :to the Crossing. - That.

“|Svouldg- mean’ that the. merchants of -this
{elty-“would ~derive

-incalculable - benefits,
the hotels ‘and: boarding housés would-dc
2 -land: -dffice. husiness, ~as; such :a; hall -
-would be in demhand .ali the yeaT .around.
Patriotic pugrn-nages would be made by
thausands. - Would not: Trenton ‘benefit?”
7es Cee,” - the well-known local versi-
fier, has: a,1=0 .exerted himseli. in behalf of
the' scheme, as the following lmes mdl

Cit
A PIPE DREAM,

.I;dreamed & dréam Of, Trenton o
WWhich may not:all’ cdme tiis; -

" It was so realistic,.

" Tiet us hope:io: pull !t through.

his restaurant-one nigh
And "Gustave reproﬂuced it
his.pén ‘in ‘‘black and whlte."
A. 2rk with boulsvards and trees’
E*cxsted dncthis-dream, -
- Extending from thé State. House
- To-the *Crossing" up:the- stream.
-But why go into datail? . s K
77 Mére words. are: useless,when
. A bird’s-eve view is_furnished
By Gustaves ready pen. v

E CEE.




