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SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF WASHINGTON CROSSING
STATE PARK

The crossing of the Deleware on December 26, 1776 was, according
to most historians, the begiming of a series of events that led to
the psychological turning point of the American Revolution. Washington
and his troops had crossed the Delaware on that famous Christmas
evening and they were to crogs it again several times..! The crossing
of over



The erossing of over 2500 men.. and equipment could be considered an.. aehievement
in itself, moreso since.other- attempts. made . by.-seperate ocontingeants down stresm.
failed, . The fact is that that the Crossing of the Delaware on Christmas night .
1776 led to the . defsat of the Hossian troops at Trentom, -without Xkt this successful
'-operation,. the.revolution might well. .have become a lost cause to-the continentals
The Battles. during the next 10.days following the Crossing of.the Delawdre are. .. .
significant to ome. . American history and the. further development of ‘this- eountny.
The two Battles of P inzet Trenton and the one at Princeton also hxn:ghkxikehelped
to bring the cause .of this. revolutionrmo ‘the- attention of. world leaders, - -

For this reason visitors visitors come to washington Cross ing Park seeking interpretation
of the historic events menticned above
A visit seeee “
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'SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR THE DEVFLOPMENT OF WASHINGTON CROSSING

STATE PARK

The crossing of the Delaware on December 26, 1776 was, according

-to most historians, the teginning of a series of ewvents that led %o -

the psychological turning point of the Awewggﬂn Revolution. Washington
and his froops had crossed the Delaware beforé that famous Christmas
evening and they wsre to cross it again se- eral tlmes ,nrlnnp%he—war.
The crossing of 2500 Lomer t ¢ be,conside /
achievement' in J.tse?%f‘ g‘r?u the %ci% sgthat this &OL ng led"vo t 52 o
surprise and the defeat of thg essigh troops that had demorall !
the American soldiers in all previous batt&es.

The ten days which followed the Crossing
hlstovy and to the develonment ofAapBer notit

o As it sas the
oS , the two Battles of Trenton
ancd one at Princeton, brought the cauvge™of thghyeaﬁﬁ—naziﬁh to the
attention of world leaders. *4&~<g : Lp e
ﬁku;ihgs_xeeeégib&°1toﬂq com@ tqﬁ;_ Dark seeklnp interpretation
of the historic eventgla 256 bre—Txos + A visit to this
landmark should be a comblete experience culmlnatlng in a great aware-
ness of what the founders intended this republic to be. The method
of 1nterpret1ng these historic events should incorporate the full range

of reasons tangible and intengible.

Visitoms should be helped to see the .site as it might have been,
to examine artifacts and to.experience some of the ‘events as well. The
former can be created throuszh reconstruction and preservation; the
letter requires reSiEctment of this episode of American History. Specifie
plans for interpretation are included in a latter part of this repori.

The educational value of this project is unquestionable and i%
shovld find wide acclaim and all-out support, particularly with: tha
National Bicentennial approsching. Foney spent on such a project
will pay off not only to commemorate the events but to help the
American public to fully understsnd the hardships of the early settlers
and what they did to establish goverament for and by the people.

The Park program will further zid in showing the role the residents

-of New Jersey played in the revolution - by exploring some of the

reasons Jerseyites reacted the way they did,

Such an investment will pay financially both for the Park and
for the State's fourist industry. The proposed development of the
Park will require the employment of additional workers at all stages
of operations.
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HISTORIC AREA AND PARK RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

The planning of a park area where such historic interpretation
and recreational facilities will exist simultaneously shall provide
that in the case of Washington Crossing Park, the historic area in
existance will be treated as such and not be cluttered with recreational
facilities, It seems to be desireable and possible to separate the
uses., Where structures exist such as the traffic arteries along the
River area, a compromise will have to be sought that will be practical
and will compensate for some &f:the disturbing factors such as the
highway, canal end railroad.

The separation of the Delaware shore historical area from the
recreational part of the Park can also warrant a separate operation for
the collecting of fees which would control accessibility. In order
to contwl use, and to prevent abuse of the area, a central check
point will become necessaryy no matter what type of charge policy
is established. Since visitation {o the historiec area will be
emphasised ahd will undoubtedly increase, it seems desirgable to
control this entire area separately while providing access to this
area from the recreational areas in the Park, Traffic exclusively for
the recreational areas should be separated from the historic area to
avoid traffic congestion. To allow direct recreation area traffic
access through the historic area would be undesirable especidlly
since the acreage here is insufficient to suppbrt all of it.
For a long range and impressive interpretation program, geared
towards the expected visitation by the Bicentannial year apd after, nﬁfiza H)Z;_
half-way measures can be taken so that sufficient room allott 25
Educational facilities can be established along with the development
of the landmark,

LAND AQUISITIONS

Certain land acquisitions are needed to formulate a complete
plan, First of all it appears essential that the entire fromtage
on Rt. # 29 between the Washington Créssing Bridge approach on Rt, 29

and the Titusville firehouse will become State Property so that
this would be included in.the historical interpretation. The acquisition
of the St. George Church and %the Huber property will be a deciding
factor in such development. To the benefit of the church the land could
L. pe tzaded or purchased outright of 2, the State could acquire
tithe to the land and lease it to the church until it finds another
suitable site, Ihnbhe meantime the land adjacentfo® the parking lot
could be developed as planned with a visitor's center,

The Huber business could profit greatly by relocation if so
desired since the increased Park wisitation would rally increase |
business for an eating establishment of its kind. Proposed gas
station on this property and the pmesent concrete septic tank business
are visual intrusions on the historic area. A better suited acreage
certainly can be found for their relocation. The Huber propertyjesm «éﬁzﬂf%f
become essential in the Park development as it is pointed out below,
&améﬁﬁg’acquire this property will become essential very soon.
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. Presuming then that the entire frontage on Rt. #29 becomes
Park property, the following is proposed for the Historic Area
developments : S S :

-Traffio control Historic areas-

For reasons of interpretation all traffic shall be left oub of
the area with the exception of Rt. #29 which cannot be diverted. The
area will be kept for foot traffic so as not to have_ZOth century
interruptions on a section retained for_1eisurel';§n?o.‘ent.and

designated acreage. éntrance to t igtoric Area should then
be at the intersection of Rt. # 29 and 5Lé7™ K toll gate strudture
be placed just sbove the ppesent Sullivan Dr. above the. Flag Barn,

A new®38 would be constructed er6ssing Continental Lane on the edge
of the Douglass fir plantabich to a parking lot located North Eas

of the Present St. Geogrgé Church parking lot.

This parking 1o would give access to a new Reception Center
and restaurant.oVerlooking the present church parking lot and river
area, The pfesent church parking lot to be enhanced by landscaping
while the chuireh building ipself eould be uded ditectly ob at a
later-date for additional interpretation and display.

All the traffic would have to approasch the historic srea from S.E
of the designated mxwax acreage The entrance for this part should
then be at the intersection of Rt 29 and 546, where traffic improvements
should be made , with one lane leading into the Park. To avoid backup
on the highways, a tollgate structure would be located just above the
present Flag museum on Sullivan Drive mmrxtheopposite the nursery
boundary line. A new Road , crossing continental lane and closing
Greene Drive would be constructed along the edge of the ‘
Douglag fir plantation, in the direction of the present Church
property mmi,reception area, Wehmeaxsx A tree lined and divided
parking lot to be constructed East of thdsprwsmat property
This parking lot would glve access to to a new receptiom center
and restaurant , overloo%%ng the present Church parking area
and River front. The entive /walk in area” to be lxm c¢losed off by
appropriate landscaping from Rt 29md other Park entrances.
Visitors would proceed through this landscaped area to visit
The Mc Konkey Barn and McKonkey Ferry house display areas
i'0110wing Gon‘binentafalong to a pOint. s feimwimemmrctrmrka Tk ramey vrEnx where +this

lane foot
ane whuld underpass idm Route 29, a bridge over the canal and
a railroad overpass, would replace the present fxaffiwm dangerous
traffic crossiﬁé?Vﬁﬁﬁg}%ﬁg%%géhington Crossing bridge approach
Due to the considerable drop in elevabion, between thm Rt 29 and
‘the River front a bridge would be out of place and could interfere
with the colonial landscapes,. The railroad overpass would give
access: to the River medlitation area, which would have to be filled
at that site, sloping down to the general River shore , in order
to create with™the appropriate landscaping a reproduction of
the former site of the landing. Along with which certain improvements
to the general area and the Nelson House will be in mmisxe,keeping N
PN



The River Drive along the Delaware 3¢ ¥eoom P v
serve only as a walking boulevard, with appropriate overlook areas
at designated points of interest,

This River area gould then be fenced in at the Northern and S. boundary
lines between the RailRoad and the River. leaving access to service
traffic only,.. ' . :

Interpretation,
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In order to avoid traffic on River Drive, the Park drive
along the river should be discontinued ang serve as a service road
for Park personnel and walking boulevardé which would give the
public free view of the Delaware River where the crossing toock

-place. That means the road would
southern borders.

Parking in the area weculd be difcontinued and the area land~
scaped approprlately bul including easy age€ss. There would he no
entrance of any traffic passjislp from R.”'2Q to the Historic Area
other than by enbtrance A, '

INTERPRETATION

f Vigitors naturally come to the river area to see the landing
site. I% is planned that interpretation should begin at a reception
center located sway from the river. This canter would include an
informetion desk and sales counter, an interprebive area, and an
auditorivm. In general New Jersey's role in the Revolution would
be explained throvgh audic visual materials. Particular focus would ,
be_given to the events during the ten days which followed the Crossing.
“The new center would also be suggested for the site of the Park's main offices
idjeeert—to—the reception center would be restaurant facilities
ideally located to a‘ford an overlook of the River area, Sanitary
facilities would be included nearby.

Together the reception center eznd the existing church would

serve the public with rooms for historical conferences, leeture. and
meeting rocoms for educators, space for special displays and exhibits
- such as ﬁ@é.antxque gun collection which has been premdaad thePaTk,

uch neede S’fﬁzdawtfuéig ézﬁfgf%wistw

Additional interpretive facilities would,be housed in the Johpson *
Perry House Tavern and the Johnson Barn. In that area colonial land-
scaping and outdoor displays would add to interpretation.

& landscaped river area wevld serve mainly as a meditation area
portraying the shores of the Delaware River where an exact reproduction
of a ferry,used during the 18th century would be docked. The Nelson
House would then serve as 2 Ferry walting house appropriately restored
where wisitors can pause to view an open air display of colonial
maans of river and road transporitation such as the Durham Boat, rafts,
ferry boat and wagons and carriages.

)

closed at the northern and o

Fed



" HISTORTCAL FOLK OPERA

Meaningful and significant interpretation of historic events
and sites must do more than show artifacts and places as they are
- today. The goal of interpretation is 1o show places and things as
they were but also to create a mood and atmosphere which will inter~
‘ pret the emotional and psychological and physical aspect of an event
or place. Viewing the empty chamber where Patrick Henry gave his
famous fiery speech is a placid experience compared to sitting in
the gdl lery listening, watching and perhaps participating in a re-
creation of this event, One means of interpreting and recapturing
such events is through an historical drama or folk opera, Through
such a production a commnity or state can preserve and commemorate
. the inward spirit of its people and the events of its heritage. The
drama is a2 means of bringing historic sites, landmarks, monuments
_and battlefields to life., It is a way of reliving and of preserving
the emotions and the motivations which engendered the historic event.
Such experiences cannot be preserved on a teblet or in a book; they
must be lived. That is the function of the drama, ;

Such an historlcal presentation is being planned for Washington
Crossing State Park by a non-profit organizstion, the New Jersey
Historiecal Drama Foundation, This interpretation of the 10 days of®
the Revolution which followed the Crossing will be on the scale of
anmial) historical dramas pressnted in other states svch as #The Lost
Colony", "The Cross and the Sword" and "Horn in the Wesi" and others.

The prgsent Open Air Theatre operated by civic groups is
inadequate for this type of production and the Foundation has
requested that a new outdoor theater be buillt at a locetion which
could support this type of large scale historical drama. This would
include sudience sitaging and parking facilities and additional buildings
as necessary. The best location surveyed hy the Feoundation so far
is on the former Dh]lllps Tarm acquisition which would provide for
: 3 o8 E: : ‘reserved for show grounds,

e
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NATURE -EDUCATION

The Nature Education Center is best maintained in the present
areawhere additional display room for the nature museum should be
added, Facilities should be built to create additional room for
an instructional program with emphasis on environmental education

- for the public - especially for school groups so that future gen-
- erations will be provided with knowledpe to deal with the problems

of envirommental control.

The-Nature Education Center is located in an ideal area of the

Park for the study of all aspects of conservation. For this reason &

the Phillip's Farm natural wooded area would be left in its present
state as much as possible with added ¥alking trails and with a small
area to accommodate visitors the the theater,

CANPING

The former Wolfe trsct would be a =sood centrﬂlly 1ocateo area
for family camp sites. State family cemping is needed in the area
for transient persons who plan to visit sites in the Trenton - -
Lambertville -~ Princeton areas in addition to those in the Park.
It is apparent t at bourism will grow considersbly in the coming
years. Therefore, about 75~100 campsites would be appropriate.
The Wolfe Tract provides for several open spaceés as well as wooded

- and scrub-type vegetation. Moreover, it would be centrally located
Jin relation to recreational and educstionzl facilities in the Park,

™

. The present Cedar Bliss area owned by Mercer County Recreation
Commission, should be acquired in the meantime so that this section
could be used for recreation and a contzet and communication center
for the family camping area.

To separate group camping from femily use it is advised that
group camping be allowed on parts of the former Harbourt farm. From
this aresa access to the Nature Education Center would also be avail-
able,

RECREATION ARFA

The area near Church sd Brickyard Roads would serve the demand
for athletic facilities such as swimming, skating, running and tennis,
This could also include a golf practice course and the expansion of
the present pond for skebing end swinming.

CPEi ATR THEATRE

The present theater at the entrance of the Wolfe Tract at Steel
Fun would be maintained for dramatic productions by ecivie orgsnizations
and would also serve as:a swmall amphitheater for other events.  IDimited
necessary improvements are to be meade so as to protect the natural
setting., Sufficient parking and access roads should also be provided.
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. PICWIG FACT ITTTES é?zp;%ﬁ,%fuﬁ"-‘“ |
The present picnlc areas in Sulllvan Grove and Chestmat Grove
would be maintained but connected by roads and adequately enlerged.
A number of additional picnic sites could bhe established nesr thi@_.

historic area parbing lot north of the present Church property in
the plantations to compensate for the lost picnic areas qt the Plver.

An adeguate solution sheould hb sought fo eliminpte traffic on
the road betwéen pichic sites snd.the ballfields since this creates
hazardous conditions., Tn%taliatjon of a new parking area serving
Sullivan Grove should be considered on Eart of the present State
Mursery land. .

FIRE MUSELM e 9

. This proposed Museum would house a collection of fire engines

“dabing from 1750 to the early 1900's thus conforming with the hist-
.oriecal period of the River ares.  Such a museum would also add to

the attractions in the general river: area and will bring addltlonal
visitors to this section of the Park,

. The road from the Historic Area Parking lot should be extenaed
to Huber's properti Egégﬂgggéiiﬁehnnqp navkmng jott The emb%g%ge nt,

woulad 7§z§£§j gnable i1 for passage ov aveel Run, The

museun,‘drea wou e screened from the hlphvay oy landscaping and

all sroess be from the Park./ﬁzahn_ e @00

) s W
T ' TRAILS ‘

In sddition to existing nature trails, hibing-walking trails
- /yymaﬁiigﬁﬂﬂ be provided. There is a great demand for equestrian trails 2

and they,teg shonld be W&W& /A_; /Q‘q @ ﬁ/é
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Access to Recreational and Historic Drama Theatre.

B SR

As p01nted out above access ,zf/all traff1c near. the Historic ares  would
be undesirable, but’ recreatzonal traffic . still should have access to
this historic area, to visit. -
It is therefore proposed , that such an entrance be onstructed at the
intersection of Brick Yard Road and Greene Drive d"C%;sing off Sullivan
Drive at exit on Rt 546, but returning this drive’ to join Greene Drive
back through the Park, just before the Rmrk New Park entrance.
Due to its senic value Greene Drive entrance near Bear Tavern would
serve as an alternate entrance, leading to a controll center, where
it would Join with xidewerbomd a widened amix section of present Brick
Yard Roade, just above Greene Drive. Tyls section cammxim which is on a steep
incline can be filled to conform better with the general contour,
This solution would provide for sufficient apace +to accomodate " back up*
traffie while xx small parking facilities would be provided near
the information boothe. Thexxeskxofremaindervof Brick Yard Road would
be closed and & new Road be build encircling the wooded natural area
between this information booth, the s%%gapf the present incinerator
and the Nature center. This Road would”, givé agccess” to the proposed
Camp area and Open Air Theatre site, turning back to Greene Drive and
in the other direction, encircle the are@preVLOusly‘described as
to be landscaped in the fashion of an arboretum;” ‘then leading around
to the edge_of Phillips woods and forked off to the Nature center
aresg -where fparking facilities wowld be provided for the Historic Drams
area as well as the Nature center, The road would continve further

along {the present g8 of Brick yard Road to th édditional facilities
located ahead, -

Thisqu;%%Jgake it pOSsible to avoid, traffic to'and from the historic moma
drama’ over the Harbourton Road. However an additional exit can be

considered , aomiexxkofor easier traffio flow after performances.
x¥wk The maxz mora or less encircling access road to the Historic Drama site
and the Natpre center would give visitors a different feeling being
in a sort of beutifull remote area, where an appﬁgprlate landscaped
approach to the site would create m%af otter moMod For such &

planned visit, than being guided in along side a housing development
and pastuvre

n
This type of%gﬂégéfggment would keep new roads to be constructed
to a minimum, using the existing roads which -lead throug% a beautifull
section of the park in taet, with the possibilif§ existing that

those can only be closed off, and fres z traveling through could be
reinstalled ,if desired,during the winter season,

The historic area to be conneclted with this road sy%tem at X _
Greene Drive above the Flag Museum and “Feturn*“Botween the :§L1
proposed Historic area parking and Chestnust Grove awpes, >4 &

Lo Qs A

Service area,

iigfzr will be to the advantage of efficient park maintenance
thet the service area be located near one of the highways
x&imwe and at the same time be located in a pxwke an srea -
where protection against vandalism is at a maximum,
It is therefore suggested that the present mymalocation
is best maintaining the entrance only for personnel and
living quarters, This should alsoc be the most economical
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solution, without doing physical harm to-other . Parl property..
In addition Garages and additional maintenance Buildings can be
- located - in the former: Parking areaxmmir 'adjacent to the present
equipment. building . as needed, :and be screened off from the highway

by 1andscaping. . o
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