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By SHERRY WALLACE

Staft Writer

TRENTON — Wayne Henderek is
a naturalist. He runs the Washington
Crossing State Park Nature Center,
a forested stretch of land in Hope-
well Township.

On a regular basis, he hosts school
children of all ages, family groups
and anyone interested in exploring
the natural wonders of the outdoors
at the 800-acre park, where wildlife
is allowed to be wild.

Inside the old but cozy wooden
cabin that is the indoor meeting
area of the Nature Center, there are
many teaching aids, including a hive
of bees making honey; many, many
insects; a piece of bark chewed by a

touch;” and more.
At the center learning ahoi
ture is fun because you |
out, outside.
Henderek, who
cultural education
ogy.isa
“It we

beaver; signs that say ‘please

' For park worker, love of |

Wayne
Henderek
shows
youngsters
from the
Jewish
Community
| Center of

CAPITOL PROFILE

Wayne Henderek

POSITION: Park Naturalist,
Washington Crossing State
Park, Department of Environ-
mental Protection and Energy

EDUCATION: Master's de-
gree, agricultural education,
Rutgers; bachelor’'s degree,
wildlife biology, Rutgers

AGE: 38

FAMILY: Wife, Barbara; chil-
dren, Samara, Jay, Martin,
Robyn

| RESIDENCE: Titusville
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He is solely responsible for the

production of the Washington !
Park Nature Center newsle
which is published four times a ye
and includes nature articles, infor-
mation about the park and a sched
ule of public programs

AN ADVENTURE activity like
the rope bridge draws partici
ranging in ag om fourth-grade
through adult. The ¢
tying and rope rig
been used in the wildernes
erations

An environmental trs
sends students 1
park in the style
scavenger hunt, eithe
natural objects or
they cannot find

Since coming to the park in 1986
Henderek has written, designed and
constructed many of the informa-
tive natural-resource exhibits. Titles
include the Geology of New Jersey,
Rocks in the Making and Wildlife
Fact from Fiction

Henderek said he’s always had 2
Jove for nature and knew that he
would make the natural environ
ment a life study. That study is cag-
rying over to his family life Hen-
derek and his wife, Barbara, have
decided to teach their children at
‘home, at least while the children are

young.




