INTRODUCTION

Pe!comq to Yashinaton Crossine State Park!
self—gg1déd walkinnitbﬂr‘ofuthefﬁistoriéJsectionfOfTﬁhe?f
park; !f complated the entire toyr covers seventeen sites,
herinning at the 'elson House and endinn at Pear Tavern
Soad. Since it is self-quided, nlease feel free to tajtor
1t to vour own liking---tour the historic buildings, wander
throuch the arhoretum, visw the slide presentation in*the

TS 1STa

Visitors' Center, and most of all ENJOY!!!!
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Rasic Information ahout the Park

-kstablished in 1212 to commemorate the first turnine
point in the “merican Pevolution

~kocated eicht miles north of Trenton, Mew Jersey's
state canital

-Contains a total of 807 acres of land

-Equiped with five picnic crove areas

*Spacial features of the park include:

: Open Mir Theater
Mature Caenter
firoup Campsites
Phvsical Fitness Trail
istoric Puildings
Cross Country Ski Trails
Visitors' Center

prepared byy :
Janie A.7Di lorio
1021, revised 1932




HELSON HOUSE: The Nel ! i
: Db ne ielson House is ] : A :
near the site where Georae Pashinntogcgﬁzd“?lonn T S e

J Ravolutiona !
! : : > nary arm
gggszﬁgnggg]ugli¥?re R}vir 02 that bleak Dacember evenina %n 17;5
he , on of the house was built ori the ican’
. : 2y I\ orior to the American
g;x213t102 and gas used as a ferry hoat terminal, vet with the com-
tHev”nQSo Ehe :?1aware'an§ Raritan Feeder Canal(located just l:eyond
' 21son touse)the buildina was then purchased hy a man named i01
son. PBetween the years 1235 24N he 158 44 % : i
B vears 835 an@_]uﬁ he proceecded to transform it
. “of_ to accommadatg the®great amount of travellers to the .-
irea. Unfortunately the eiahteenth century nortion of the house was

- v ’ = e
'Stl oyed SO al [ t (lt remains tO( a 3 e 107 t at v'‘as C(
_y ac t :

DIRECTION!S: To reach sites 2, 3, dnd 4 walk out the front door

of the !lelson House and walk across the street to
the river bhank.

FERRY RDQT; Rastina on the bank of the Delaware River, approximately
at the sife of the crossing, is a full scale repruduction of a ferry
hoat(also commonly referred to as a flat hoat)like that employed by
the ferrv boat keeper durinc the eiahteenth and eary nineteenth cen
tury. These hoats “ere orininally used by both farmers and travel?
lers to cross the river. It is made of !Mhite Cak planks held to-
aather hv wooden nins and the entire boat was then tarred in order ¥
to prevent any leakane of water. The hoats were sicnificant in the
crossinn of the Nelaware River because two of them were used by “ash-
innton and his men to transnort the armunition carts, the cannons,
and the officers' horses from the Pennsylvania shore to the flew Jer-
sey shore, Twenty:stvo Durham baats:were nséd’ to: transportithe’ 2000,
men across the river,

PIVEP AND LAMDING SITE: ‘'hen standina on the bank of t‘u-?""‘la\'arn
Tiver just in front of the !lelson House, one is ahle to view the area
of the river that General Geeroe ‘ashinnfon and his soldiers cro§sed
in Decemher of 177¢. At the time of the cressino tH?irwvwr vas ’“j
feot widar than it is today; today the river ig T“j feet'acrois; The
Nalaware River oriainates in the 'lestern ’at§!111 ourta1n§ of MNew
York where the East Branch and !lest Pranch ”1vori meet ath n"cccr!
iteyy York and flows southwardly 28" miles to tle “ln“qré. ay. ?15
area of the river, adjacent to the park, is usec fqr vfglsatlpﬁq, 3
purposes such as boatina, fishing, water sking, and Fqut;;v {;'h:T-
the streach just south of the park, from Tr¢nsnn, :v] QLi#}cn’
minoton, Deolavare, is laraely employed for industrial comm :

the Melson House)

BRIDGE: ‘“hen the canal(that is located behind

. ; hie im=-
was conpletely built in 1834, the_ferry_noﬂt S/EFCL?n}Q 8;1Eh;r”-1-
madiate area \ere discontinued. The 'r;d"” to.“‘ﬁn]acnd the ferry
son House was constructed in the late 1508 an01ruﬁnstfovgﬁ‘4“fi"ﬁ
hoat svstem. llowever, this bridae vas Cﬁvq]et? : on nfrﬁcan but
a storm on January 8, 1941. A covered bridge was SO : g




SollE 5

*SITE 6

SSTTE F
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fifteen feet wide and . thich remains today, was huilt. It is only

tons aross weiaht. an hold vehicles that weiaht no more than six

DIRECTIONS: To reach sites 5 and 6 walk to the Mokt Lo T

of the !elson House yard and proceed up the aravel
path to the bridee which crosses over the canal.

%%%%%%356%22 ?ARITAH.FEEDER,CANAL; Located dmmediately hehind the

: _house is the TeTavare and Raritan Feeder Canal. The Feeder
ana] 1s twenty-two miles lonn, beainnina at Naven Rock and contin-
g1ng southwardly to Trgnton where it connects into the Delavare and
Lqr1tan_Cana1. Historically, the Feeder Canal had tvo main purposes:
first, it was emploved in the transportation of cedl and other qoods
and second, the Feeder Canal supplied vater into the main portion of
the canal system that runs from the Raritan River to the Delavare
River and therefore connects flew Yorl anc Philadelphia. The entire
canal system,,which spans over sixty miles, was completed in 1234
and was continuously used until 1032 when the state of !lew Jersey
took charne of it. 1In 1974 the svstem was proclaimed a state park,
afterwhich it has hean used for recrcational purposes such as fish-
ina,and canoeinn,

RAILROAD SYSTEM: Up until 1272 railroad tracks could be found im-
mediateTy next to the canal hut, today all that remains is a path
which is now part of the Delawvare and Raritan Canal State Park.
These tracks were nart of the Relvidre-Delawara Division of the Penn-
sylvania Railroad Svstem that becan in Pelvidre, llew Jarsey, the
countv seat of Yarren County and ended at the !lev Jersev state cap-
ita],“Trenton. The railroad system was completed in 1850, from
which time it was a transportation supplerent to the canal system
and was used to transport both passencers and freicﬁt.' In 1975 the
use of a larae majority of the tracks was halted and tqe”1ar4 on
vhich the train ran was taken charae of by the state of flew Jersey.

DIRECTIONS: To reach site 7 walk to the pedestrian bridee.

] g } e bridoe was built in 1976. It
PEDESTRIA! BRIDGE: The pedestrian bride ‘ ( ,
cro%gdé‘dﬁﬁF*ﬁﬁnnwav 20 and connects the two port1ons'of the pﬂrt;e
the lower nertion where “ashincton Groye, thelﬂvlson Lousgioﬁnﬁhngp
fe;rv boat'renroduction are all located and the upper por where

: : ho d
all of the othar facilities and points of interest can be found.

o walk across the pedestrian bridee
2" . :
to the overlook area. Re sure to VﬂJL ove:n?grﬁgc
acti | hetween the two brown na-
1 section located retwe e rown
Y}on hoards for a heautiful view of the river.

NIPECTIONS: To reach site

of the Nelavare River

OVERLOOK: From the overlook a maanificent view




%
can be seen, 0 th :
be M. Un the far side i
5 - E e of the r i
tigl? 2?M on the near side of the rivelv$; vash
i hig $n1c area. It was at this noint of
Lroops crossed on Decemher 25, 177¢

B 26

< Q/ Q hel' W =
J 2rse) n t v'a tO a i i

land is located j :
vias i . : ed in the rive L3 i
nriognt;hIS 1S]and.that ‘ashinaton and his tr;; - a?ath?s-pojnt' o
. the crossinn Ps hid their hoats

i @e state of Pannsyl-

©ashincton Grove, a beau-
the river that “ahinaton
from Pennsylvania to Hew

DIRE 1S i
ECTIONS: Igi:::ch site 9, walk back to where the nedestrian
Ehn\ﬁ; m@$ts the overlook area, At this noint take
i avg_ path to the asphalt drive and turn right.
A Qort distance down the road on the left is the
feorae Yashinaton Memorial Arboretum,

ARBORETIS: T! i
AAJORETUN:  The Georre VMashina ' i i
the state of Hovr Jorsey {5‘12.§0ﬂ>.hm0r1a1 FURGrAR M & HNEE S
‘v dersey in 1732, 'wvI1€ wad: prosented By Pharlsg Lathrop
ievrton Pack in commemoration of the two hun-

Pacl.and. his; son. Pethur
hirth of fieorove Yashinoton, It contains a

dredth anniversary of the
I:Eﬂ?ﬂva:1etydof nlants, trees, and shrubs all native to the state of
v Jarsey and is open for your enjovment. Pamnhlets of this site

may he obtained at either the Park 0ffic or the Visitors' Conter,

DIRECTICHS: To reach site 19, wall: back to the asphalt drive
and retrace your steps to the oravel path. Contin-
ue down the asphalt drive and at the fork in the

rrodd bearito'the '1éft, "The!Ferry House isilocated
~alitttie ways dJovn’therroadion*the left-ard tha -
;entrante to:the-balldiné faces Hinhway:Rout= 22,

*SITE110
FERRY HOUSF: The Johnson Ferry liouse is an historic landmark from <
the American Revolutionary period. The oriainal portion of the
house was constructed in 1747 by fRarrett Johnson and consisted of
the two dovmstairs front rooms and the upstairs loft. !hen the John-
son family arew in size an addition was placed onto the house and
included the hackrooms of hoth the first and second floors. At the
time of the crossina, the house was the homestead for the James Slack
familv who were the ferrv operators. This fact is sionificant hesa
cause it was James Slack who loaned one of his flat boats to llashing-
€on in an attempt to aid in the historic crossina. The house has %
heen renovated hv the state and is furnished as it would have hnvn'
at the time of the crossina, Public tours of the buildine are avail-

able as scheduled,

NIPECTICIS: To reach site 11(which is ontional), walk ﬂg'n the
front path of the Ferry liouse, Cross Route 29 and,
wall: down the stone steps. The next site is loeat-

cated to the left of the hasc of the steps.

*SITE 11

directly across hichvay Route

woey T UL WA - X t"')(Y
JOKN HOUEY!AT MELLCOPTIONAL): Loca e fal Soutatn. TS

20, near the canal, is the John Honeyman
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. volution i m
na i1 1n cormemora-
the Continental Army, " Tt has poq o, o1 OPErating in Tranton for-
j workine in Trenton Jrs as been reported that he was a butcher
fore able to ;nportli }nﬁ the mid-seventeen hundreds and vas there-
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To reach site 12, petr
to.the Farry !louse and
drive, The harn is loc
street,

ac? your steps from the well
then hack to the asphalt

e ) : :
ated immediately across the

=OLTE 12

FIELDSTO!'E BAR!: i
Forestand Fﬁg;{ ‘Tbe harn, vhich was a part of the Farry:House~ %o
tifd] sfu;dgagtﬁ”11g entirely out of fieldstone in 1783, This heau-
anira]s“alaJ wrrctura tould have been used for housina vartous farm
il . OngﬁA1Jh.Pryv1d1no the farmer with storeue space for his
crops. In 1979, the fashinoton Crossina I'istoric Association of I'ew
J@rse¥ qgnvnrt@d this Fuildino into a Flac lluseum which cantained
v1s?gé n}sp]ays pertainina to the evolution of the MAmerican flaa. 1
In 17°%1 it was closed for intarior renovations.

PIRECTINNS: Site 13 is located next to the harn.

*SITE 13
CONTINENTAL LANE: This is approximately the path that Washinaton i
and the TeveTutieonaivisoldiers took on their wav to Trenton after
crossing the Dnlawvare River. The path beains here and extends +' ru
throuahout the park for about one and a half miles, it then inter-
sects with Rear Tavern PRoad(also knovm as County Route 579)at the

outer edre of the park.

NIPECTIONS: To reach any of the other sites of this tour, be-
ain to walk on Continental Lane. At an easy pace
the next site will be seen in about five minutes.

aSITE- 14
MEMORIAL MARXERS: Located at the base of some of the trees on the
yYiaht-hand side of the naved driveray(which is to the right of Con-
tinental Lane)are mermorial markers., They indicate the’trees that
were donated to the nark by various patriotic and service orcani-
zations such as the Nauchters of the American “nvo]qtmogoand the
4-H Club. The majority-of the donations were rade in 1932 to com-
memorate Georaoe !'ashincton's hicentennial hirthday.

i 5 i valk down Contin-
DIPECTIONS: ‘peach site 15, continue to walk
LRECTIN I?ta1 Lane. Vhe;e the asphalt drive 1anrsech
fﬁn lane make a richt hand turn and ®alk up the
rbéd fowards the Visitors' Center. To your riahte-

i1l he site 15.




*SITE 15

SULLIVA: .
GootiéAﬂ'Gngg; This orove was namd
weorae Hashington's subordinate oencr after General Sulli b
1v n S0rdinate oane ivan, ore o
niver on December 26, 1776 and enerals vho crossad the Delavare
J sian troops ]OCéthhin . { ind helped to Tead an aéfacL“ouelﬁwara
in the park. !thi PERG  SUT1Ivar Orove fs one ap be s teost
By e o by in this n 4 rove 1s one of fiva
lion(for tﬁ . arove is a nlavar e aroves
D ! g M Dlayaround :
ose rainy day picnics!), a payphone, glﬁsriggovered ohike
n S s estroons,
DIRECTIONS: The Vied
e IJQ1'1SItPPS' Center is site 1€ so conti
walk to that ;,u.”!h-nn concinue your

ESTMEG
VISITORS' CENTEP: T g
§33f5?iiﬁrf§f;¥;7; _The Visitors' Center vas orened to the public i
e e %grqzhe licentenndal celebration of the hn%tpg b
Lo st LE LIS accormadate t! - & iz e

he buile R ; e the needs :
the buildino contains an information dask ?f tourists to the park,

L o

visual show _ Shyesl an auditorium f 1i0-
th Cﬂptu;3n35~;dstr?pn fac111t195, a collection of over ﬁﬂgreﬁialgaq_
'tury weapons and artifacts from the frmerican Revolution, and
1 Re n, an

displays partainii
plays partainina to other aspects of the rark.

NIPE WG o :
IRECTIONS: IF you wish to take the CONTINUED MALK then leav
: e ) - ALK 2 eave

the Yisitors' Center and continue the walk on Con-

Finenua1 Lan?. "tﬁer:iso, this concludes the Malk-

inc Tour. Thank-you for comina to !'ashinaton Cross

ina State Park and nlease come again!

Hope vou have a wonderful day4!!!

ESTTE 17
CONTINUED UALK: Approximately one mile dowm Continental Lane is the
intersection of !!ashinrton Crossino-Penninaton Road(County Poute 54€)
and Bear Tavern Road(County Route 57 )where the Park Office is To-
cated. “ashinaton and his troops marchied down Continental Lane onto
Baar Tavern Poad tich they foltoi'ediuntil they arrived-in Bureinn-

ham(known today as 'est Trenton). At this point the army divided
into tvo oroups: Ffeneral Sullivan lead one aroup of men and pre-
ceadod to travel southwardly alona the river to Trenton, whereas
General freen anc General 'fashinaton took charae of the second qroup
of soldiers that marched to Treaton followina a route southeast of
Sullivan's division. Both groups’ arrived in Trenton at-etght.o*clotk
in-the mornina after: the four hoGr*marchs =’ : s

nat concludes the valkino tour. e do hope you enjoyed it!!

Have a oreat day!!!l
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SULLIVA; : ;
»nornénJagﬁ?xsé Th1s prove was namd
> ge a N ity EAS L LI el B
e onEe aton's subordinate oenerals i Sullivan, one of
4 N Uecember 26, 1776 a3 alsS ¥Wno crossac the Delaw
/ stan troops Tocated in Tre :nd helped to Tead an atfacﬁuogmfﬂéaﬁo i
in ¢l : 2nton.  Sulli . ot e Hess
In the park, fthin this arove i.u111van irove 1s one of five aroves

3 o S 3} .“ ¢
L e rainy day piesics a ngynrounJ plus a covered navil-=
*)s @ payphone, and restroons.

e
IRECTINIS: The Visi
1S IJQ’.TS1t9PS' Center is site 16 so continue
walk to that huildina Bl

after feneral

ESshEa]6
VISITORS' CENTEP .
cAOLTURS ™ CENTER:  The Visitors!
SepterFer of 1775 for the Bico Center vas orened to tha public in
A < Toned 1o wcg. icentennial celebration of the United
i e accormadate t! | . ra ey
the buildina contains an i (f t‘ the needs of tourists to the park,
visual shows, restroo ‘2 intormation desk, an auditorium for audio
; =L, e on i1iti o L 1a1o-
th century v’ acilities, a collection of over 357 eighteen-

reanons and artifact N t! i
o 0N . tifacts from the American R i
displays pertainino to other aspects of *Vﬁ‘nalEaL e

L

DIRECTIONS: IF you wish to take the CONTINUED “ALK then leave
the Yisitors' Center and continue the walk O“MCOH—
tinental Lane. ONthervise, this concludes the “alk-
inc Tour. Thank-you for coming to !'ashinaton Cross

ina State Park and nlease come anain!

Hope vou have a wonderful day4!!!

ASITE 17
CONTIUED “ALX: Approximately one mile down Continental Lane is the

1ntcrsection of ashinrton Crossina-Penninaton Road(County Poute K46)
and Bear Tavern Poad(County Route 57" )ihare the Park Office is lo-
cated. “ashinaton and his troops marchoed down Continental Lane onto
Baar Tavern Poad iMich they foltoiediuntil they arrived-in Burminn-
ham(nown todav as !‘est Trenton). At this point the army divided
into tvo oroups: feneral Sullivan lead one aroup of men and pre-
ceadad to travel southvardly alona the river to Trenton, whereas
Genaral Green and Goneral Mashinaton teok charae of the second qroup
of soldiers that marched to Trenton followina a route southeast of
Sullivan's division. Both groups arrived tn Trenton-at eicht o’clotk
in-the mornina after: 'the four hotr*maichs =’ ' }d

e do hope you enjoyed it!!

nat concludes the valkine tour.

Have a oreat day!!!!
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