WASHINGTON'E CROSSING
THE GREATZIST UNDEVELOFED PATRIOTIC AS3ST OF THE COUNTRY

Memorandum by Charles K, Hammiit,

The purpose of the Washington's Crossing National Park fAssociation 1s to ¢
cooperate with the ommissioners of Pennsylvania and the New Jersey Department
that has charge of £nis work in populariiing snd carrying to & successful con-
clusion the davelopments of a National Park that will properly merk this great
historic spot and make it a mececa for all patriotlc citizens throughout the
entire country.

Trenton as the nearest larfie city and the scene of the battle which proved
to be the beginning of the final success of the American Forees is naturally
most closely interested as 1s Mercer County -~ but the significance to the
states of New Jersey and Pennsylvanla within whose borders the Coup was phanned
and executed and to the original thirteen states particularly as well as to all
the staes that have since entered the union is scarcely less appealing: as the

- patriotic American Citizen wherever born crmnot fail to look with awa and revernet

pride on this turning point in the American Revolutlon, where Washington and
his faithful followers met the supreme test and laid the foundation stone of
the greatest system of Covernmnetn ever evolved for God and Humanity.

A part of its purpose is to afford opportunity for every inhabitant to |
personally participate in making this sedtion 8 credit to the nation, a proper
exemplification of the great event and a fitiing recognition of the services
renderad at that crucl 1 time, which may become a shrine of patriotic devotion
and source of patriotic inspiration to millions of the present and future
generations.

To this end it would enlist the contribution and coopera .ion of states,
nation, organizations, associatons,a and individuals--and to enable all, young
or old, poor or rich, to become members make the contribution of one dollar
or more constitute a 1life membership and furnish each member with an attractive
memorial certificate suiteble for framing.

By thus enlarging the scope to include all the states (instead of only
Pennsylvania and New Jersey) in the development of this project, expansion of
plans would naturally result and additional land have to be aecquired. A thought
in this connection would be that that sufficient land be secured on the two
sides of the river so that a section could be especiully used by the original
thirteen siates and that each of the other states should have an allotment
which it could develop in its own characteristic manner.

While the site is peculiarly adapted for a monument of the birth of the nation
and a perpetual memorial of the long struggle for liberty with consequent
hardship and self-sacrifice for a prineciple perhaps never equalled in the history
of the World, it seems equally as fitting to make it also mark the progressive
growth of the netion to its present greatness so that the student of the endeavors
and achlevements of a liberty loving people throughout the first century and a
half of its existence.



Memorandum from Hammit

This Park on both sides of the priver connected with a fine memoriscd
bridge and a monument in midstream suggesting Washington and his followsrs
actually crossing the river together with Art Gallery, panorams and historieal
museum to exhibii events 6f interast to t he American people and other things
of historical interest to the American people and other things of historica
value or characteristic of the people that would add to the general attraactions
with monuments of those prominent befors and during the war and of great men
and women who have since as during the war and of great men and women who
have s nce as Statesmen, Militavy Chiefs, inventors, captains of industry,
leaders of thought, and otherwise contributod in various ways toward making
th®s Country what it isj; distributed throughout the Park could be arranged
30 as to give not onoy national significance but also prominence to the
part citizens of the several states have served toward advancing the peneral
welfare and greatness of-the purposes thal dominate the people.

While enormous investment would be required by such an enterprise,
ample means to secur: the services of experts in every branch and to make
this a magnificent expression fo the American people need not tax any ind-
ividual, any state, or the nation excessively.

A single percapita tax of 1f by each state af similar tax by the
nation and the voluntary membership fee already mentloned would take care
of the financial needs for making the Park and maintaining it.

Such a park at Washington's Crossing approachable from all dir-
ections by modern highways and rail with prgper convenient sntertainment
would start a pllgrimage of patriotic citizens form the entire country
that would continue for many generations and become the inspiration of
increasing patkiotism smong those who contribute their mite to its devel~ .
opment and of those who visit it as one of the shrines of their patriotic
devotion.

Hit

July 22,1921




Washington Crossing State Park
WashiihngoonOrossing State Park

Washington Crossing State Fark lies seven miles above Trenton on
Route # 29 betv?en Trenton and Lambertville,

The area, which includes
over 800 ac#8, WAS once reportedly the campground of the Lermi Lenapi and
the Delaare Indians. Later it was settled by farmers from
Eurapah mainland

fngland and the

Tha idea for = park on the site where Washington ecrossed the Delaware
seems to have origineted with Mr. Willism Doyle of Trenton.

It may alsgo be
that the donation of & maprker by the Society cf Cineinnatl aroused inteyest
in establishing & p

park at the site, 4 committee of the Knights of Columbus
held & public meeting at the Taylor
1909,

Opera House in Trenton on October 12
At thettime the resolution was passed recommending to the governoy

) e of
New Jersey that a commission be appointed for the purpose of properly mavrking
the point where Washington Crossed the Delaware River pregeding the Rattle
of Trenton,
iy

he movemsnt for establishing such & memorial offleially began in
1910 with the appointment of a fifty member commission by Gov,
Two years la

ber a subsaquent five-member commission purchased the fipst
100 agres of the Blackwell estate,

were merged into the

In 1915 the functions of the Commission
Department of Conservation and Development which
enlarged and developed the project.



The original plans for the park'inoluded_the constructlon of a
substantial memorial bridge for both vehloular and foot traffle. The
Park itself was Lo be on both the Pennsylvenia and New Jorsey gides not
less than half a wile along the Delaware River and extending at least
a guarter mile inlend from the River on the New Jersey side. Also planned
was the acquiring of Scudderts Falls, the purchase of the ferry house
-where Washington ate breakfast on December 26, 1776, the erection of a
~ monument in the Park, landscap'ig road sonstruction énd use as a nationel
military camp ground.

Mors spscific information on Park Pplans are found in a 1921 letter
from Mr,‘charlas Leavitt, landscapist, to Mr. Alfred Gaskill, Diréctur of
the Déﬁértment of Conservation aﬁd Development.

When the original plan was drawn by me in 1913 for the
development of the park, land had been acquired east of the
cﬁnal“running'aleng Peanington "ad to Bear Tavern. Phe Terry
house, the land immediately avound it; the two adjoining house
lots she land bstween the high road and the canal and between
the canal and the river's edge had not been obtained, All
these, however, were indleated in my flrst design.

Now, however, that an area so much smoller is combemplated
for the park, it is essential that the ten meres authorized for
development be carefully chosen. My map shows the ground I
recommend. This land extends north from the Pennington Hoad -
about tvelve hundredn and sixty feet on both sides of the State
highway sand paralleling it; in a strip approximately three hundred
and £ifty feet wide. The whole plot, as it should, has the
effect of bordering the river bank. '

T4 commnds the land to the east, over which the troops
started tLheir Trenton march after landing, bub more important,
1% comands vhe river and the river banks on both sides and the
MeKonkey Fervy House,

I can see no objection to disposing of the property the
State owns lying to the east of this acresge., It is superfluous
from the historic standpoint of the aciual crossing and the cost
of upkeep would necesgarily be high for so great an area, If
this land, when sold, is subdivided, the house léts on the east
end would have access Lo the indicated park road through rights-
of-way and bring high veluatiohs, : o

Hy design provides an entrance to the park ab the‘inyer—_
section of the Pennington Foad with the 3State Highway, which is
the [iwst warning coming up from Trenton of the €rossing, and
heye I propose & treatment of Colonial gates and walle with a
cormemorative tablet. There is a dapgerous curve, as the Mercer
County Highway Engineer haﬂﬁﬁ%gﬁady noted, in the Pennin-



My design provides an entrance tothe park st the intersection
of the Pennington Road with the State Highway, which is the
First warning coming up from Trenton of the crossing, and here

T propose & treatment of UColonial gates and walls with a commen-
orative tablet. There is a dangercus curve, as the Merecer
County Highwey fngineer has already noted, in the Pennington
Road, and this should be stralghtened. In fact, T show the
Pennington Hoad brought in at right angles with the river road,
not only for practical purposes, but to obtain a balanced design.
Tne park road of elghtean feet of pavement curves up the meadow.
in a graceful line, following the ground closely so as to avoid
as much change in the original topography &s possible.

About two hundred ard sixty-five feet south of the McKonkey
Ferry House, the voad widens out to au overlook, which point is
the natural cvest in-the topography and would provide with &
termination and approach, well up on the hillside, the possible
memorial bridge. Should the bridge cross the river parallel
to the existing old bridge, it would reach the Pemnsylvania side
simewhere hetween the old Pemnsylvanie tavern and the old
Pannsylvania Ferry Houss to the north., T cannot urge too
strongly, in the developrent of Washington Crossing Park, the
cooperation of New Jersey and Pennsylvanla, ¥ith the overlook &t
alevation ninety-nine, the bridge would cross the r&ilﬁ}ad,
the eanal and the highway with suf ficient head room.

A 1little Colonlal garden is shown opposite the McKonkey
Fegry House and to the North, the labertville gate, which is
not accented as much as the Trenton gate to the south, The
State Highway, to my mind, nmeeds particular treatment to estab-
1igh an old-time feeling. Bordering the pavement, strips of
gragss ten feot wide are shown, with large shade trees 2ad low
walls, which in sowms plsces would retain of the very beautiful
native sandstone.

To me, it seems most essentiel, from &n historic and sentimental
standpoint, that the park, 48 a memorial, in addition to theten
acres for the whole park frontage, for as far as Mew Jersey was
concernsd, the waters edge and the ferry house were the stage on
which this most important drsma was enscted, Already bungalows
and other undesirable bulldings are creeoping down the river
bank., Yet it is the very essence of the memorial that the shore
should be kept as in Washington's day. To date the State has
not acquired the shore, That should be the next legislative
&Gti Ol

-3 -




The first land to be purchased by the state was the Blackwell
estate, Later purchasas&were made f{yom tﬁe Nelson Femily, Dr. Ira Strittmatter
the Kinbles, Johnstons and Nasens. More redently over 300 scres have
en added under the Green Acren DTOETaR .

The bulldin s and grounds within the A a. diversified history.

Part of the Blackwell home is currently the vesidence of park employees
and thelr families. The bullding was the original farmhouss of the family
from which the estate wes purchased. The present Sullivan Graove pioniec
area was originally the férﬁ nurgery and the current Park offlce was once
a chicken coop, The barn still stends today and is used for stowage and
a8 a garage, A wagon barn,which also stood on the estate, bhurned in the
1930ts when sparks from a wood stove ignited a fire,

The MeKonkey Ferry Museum located adjacent to the Park entrince symbolizes
the building in which Ceneral Washington rosted aftor the crossing. This
combination ferry house and tavern provided & place for lodging and refreshmert
for patrons of the ferry. The ferry has been mentioned in battle recdrds
as the Johnson or Johns ferry but was reportedly operated by William ¥eKonkey,
son of Samuel McKonkey, owner of the ferry on the Pennsylvanis side, at
the time of washington!s wvisit,

Across from the MoKonkey Ferry house stands the barn which was cnce
4 barn on the Johnson farm., The building was renovated in the 1930s and
onece housed & drafting foom for the Trenton Park Developmant staff, The
original meetings of the Washington Crossing Association weve held in this
building. Presently it contains a large diorama of the crossing of the
bDelaware, dioramas of several Revolutionary War battles snd a display

of early Amepican flags,



The hresent Newlson House, located near the river in Washington Grove,
dates to the Colonial Period. At the time of park consiruqtj?? it was a0y
part of & hotel ownded by the Welson family. ﬁde mah{§z£§££§§;3511]ding
with its ninetesn rooms and ballvoom was torn down by the %W,P.A. reportsdly
after & projection from & passine réilroéd car demolished part of the
buildinz, Hopes for saming the hotel wers abandoned but the original
8trucbure was gaved as 2n historie bullding. The:building is thought
to have bLeen the eriginalrggrry house on the New égrsey aide,

Washington Grove aloﬁg the shore of the,Delawé;e has always been
one of the most popular pienic areas in the Park. The shoreline of the
Delaware in the aighteonth century was sunnosed t6 have reached the arsa
where the fireplaces are today. A natursl jevy of ' 1arge filat stepping
stones renortedly once extended into the river and was most likely used

o

as part of a faryy stop. ,}, H

At the erossing of routes 9% 579 and 5&6*%tard3 a house which

reportedly was once a tavern, Bear Tavern. The %*i«vn of the name is -
) {
uncertain. One theory is that the tavern was naﬁet\aft@r the Pear family

which ouned the house another is that the tavern wa«ksimp}v named é”t@r

the animal as was the oustom. The tavern apnaranto aa%\a stopping place
i\
for farmers taking their mocds and animalﬁ to manket in TF%Pton. A corral

f

13 supposed to have been aeross from the Tavﬁrn oni. &t isn W Park property.
v

in the area of the Plaza,
property./ One, made of stone, waz torn down. wbilef¥he other two were
W
moved by horse anl windlass and now sband acra%ﬁ from the Park Office

In addition to the bulldings mentioned, three\etners stoom on Park

ertracne on Rt. 546, SR \
|
1

{
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Throughtout th§ §¢ars many glfts have been presented to the Park,
Ma jor donations'igéiuéa t@ﬁ Colonial Carden outside the MeKonkey Ferry
House, the gatewajé Lo thé‘ﬂmnil kamble, the cressing momument and the
(eorge Washington Memoriai Avboretum, More regent comtributions have
been donated to the Park's Nature Centre and outdoor theater.B

Plens for the Nature Gentre came into being after‘bhe acquisition
of the Hsrbourt tennant house., Through the efforts of the superintendent,
the Natural hreas Section of the Bureau of Parks and the Trenton “atural-
ists! Club, the Gentre opéhed in 196k. The state subsequently hired two
naturaliste, Mr. Joseph Butchko and Mr. Harry Volkers. Mrs, Rachel Horne,

a member of the Trenton Naturalists' (lub, volunteered,

Displays were prepared withthe help of groups such as the A4~H, and

. Boy Scouts. Washington Crosding Association members helped te survey the

first mture trail and trails were cleared by the naturalists and park
sumar help. In 1967 the Centre wss moved to the former Lippincot House
where the display area was enlarged and more trajils cleared, The originel

center has been kept as a workshop, Current Centre activities include

‘apecial programs for school groups, lectures, pre-school classes, adult

rature programs and traill walks,

An outdoor theater originated in 1963 im an area which the superintendent
had envisloned for outdoor performances im the park., A part of thst area
included & pond &nd 2 natural dell, The possibilities of utilizing the
area Interested several parsons, particularly & group which had formed
to further park development, the Washington Crosalng Assegiation. The
Association plenned to use the outdoor performances as part of its fund-
raining activitlés. With the assistance of Mr. (gﬁf;éiggfig Twin Pine

electric and Mr. Chris Hansen of Wright Electric, two large gnerators

for lights and cable for electrid wiring were made available.

-



Prepardtions were completed and the firﬁt performance was held in
the sommer of 1964 to celebrate the New Jersey Tercontenary., The Pennington
Players uwnder the direction of Don Pope and guldance of Mr, Jack Rees,
presented the historic Shaw play THE DEVIL's DESCIPIR,

Hre irnc safran who saw the production of THE DEVIL'S DRESCIPLE
talked about the passibllity of continuing the project the following
year with a festival gf the performing arts, Mr, Safran along with
Mr. Bees, Mrs.(ﬁigggi T&%a;?ﬁr ard Supt, Dirk van Dommelen succeeded in
arranging & progran whicha;;s then sccepted byth Board of the W.C.A,,

The State agreed to ask to N,J. Power and Light Co, to install a

powar line, Wr. O, Honsen installed lights in a light shack construsted
by Park personnel from old lumber. The back stage bullding was constructad

by memha 8 of the Assooiation. The stapge was leveled by park personnal
and coversd wilth woodehips. The prison crew instulled terraces, In 1965
Improvements were made in the theater and stage.

Tha Open Air Theatre hecame quite popular and grew to be cne of the

major Park attractions. While earlier sctivities iacluded concerts the more

regent emphiésis has been on plays and musicals,
Plans for an outdoor historic droma grew from activities sl the open
- fipancial
air theater., Since lhe 1967 thealer season suffered afloss due to rain
-tha Supt. began to sesk additi~nel meens to support theatsr activities,
At the end of 1967 and the teginning of 1968 he contacted The New Jerasey
Council on the Ayts through & suggestion of Assemblymén Charles Farrington.

Mr. Syron Kelley, Executive Divector was peached via Mpr Samuel Pratt and

& grant for & historie play or symphony was requested, Mr, Kelley agreed

to the request, but the Couwnell advisaed that a historie pageant be produced,

b
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The éuperintendent, Mr. Rees and Mrs. Qarter looked for talent
to write & pageant or hisﬁoric drama, Paul Green of the Institute of
Qutdoor Drama was sent an outline of the projech. This did not Fimd
suffiedent support. Contacts were mads in Princeton at the suggestion
of Willism MoCleery, editor of the Princsﬁen University Magazina. Buggeations
were also received from many prominent historians,

Hrgf Qarter snoke to Prof. Lynm of the Wastminster Choir Collgege
who suggested Princeton composer Frank Lewin., Mr, Lewln, sn admirers of
the theatermd many of 1ts prolductions; sgreed to compose the music if
a playwright could be found. Mr. Arthur Lithgor, Director of the MeCarter
Theater expressed Intersst. His first thoughts were of a folk opera.

As more Information was gathered from the Institute of Outdoor DNrams, the
form of the production became an outdeor historic drama or more like &
symphonge drama.

Meetings follewsd with Mpr, Willism Boyan, President Jack Rees,
Annette Carter, Dir van Deommelen and Masr.s Lewin and Lithgow. The
Council on the Arts offered {2000,00 seed money but stipulated that the
state would reserve rights. JAgreement could not be reached since the cost
was estimated at least $40,000. In October of 1968 Mssrs. Lewin ard Hees
attended the yearly conference of the Institute of Outdoor Drama at Chapel
Hill, N.C. Both returned very enthusiastic about the project. The costs
for a full production, however, were quoted as being well over $100,000
for sixty nights plus improvements of the physical theater., A meeting
was held with the advisory board of the W.C,A.. Those present included
Mr. Joseph Truncer, Mr, Kemble Widmenr, Mr. Donaldson, Mr. MNuman, Mr. ﬁalcey,
Mry boyen, Mr. Rees; Mrs, Cater and Supt. van Uommelen. Mr. Falcey said
he would carry on the praject.m_gu_

Meetins followed at Frank Lewints hesidenda in 1969. The scenario

was presented at the April and June meetings. The historicel framewerk



Heetings followed at Frank Lewin's residence in 1969, The scenario
waz presented at the April agd June méebings.‘ The historiecsl framevork
was the time covered from the landing of the ‘merican army after the
erossing the Delaware River to the conclusion of the Battle of Princeton.
The story wiil be of ordinary people getively partieipating or caught
against their will in the events of the American Revolution. around the
Trenton and Princeton area, Mrs, Mary Roebling expressed intefest after
being contacted by “irk van Vommelen. Mrs. Hagel Herman acted as her
represenbative.

The group concluded that a steering dommittee needed to be Formed
and that possibly A separate copporatlon be created to caryy cut the plans,
A larger and better theater plant seemed desirable to carry ont plans
and to save the present dell for more intimate theater productions,

On September 28, 1969 a meeting was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs,

Carter. The slxteen persons at the weeting decided to form a corporation

for the purpose of establishing an eutdeor historic drama in Hashingbon
€rossing State Park, Support\&nd sncouragement was reeeived from Mr. Joseph
Truncev,Chief of the Bureau of Parks, Horests and Recrsation and frém

Byron Kelley off the N.J. Couneil on the Avts. Temporary officers elected

at thet meeting included Ammeite Gaﬁ%er, president, Jack Raes, vice president,
Charlotte Tomasgewskiﬁ secretary, Mr. Charles Holl was apnointed treasurver
at a later doate,

Flans are continuelng and include the glection of & site, design for
& theater and completion of the script; The Westminster Choir School has

expressed an interest in being sctive in the production.
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Over the years since its dedication in 1926, the Park ii"a;é served
a variety of uses. Primerily a plenien and recreational area for ssveral
years, 1t became important to local residents whén;'f%ré;ml vas resticted
during blockouts., blackouts restricted travel during the Second World War.
At t at time the YMCA sponsered £ilm programs and dances in the Sullivan
Grove navliliion, .

Fark attractions include historic sites ami displays a nature eﬁter
and an outdmr. theater, The Pack bas drawn many special group activitiés
including the ;;ational Campeys snd Hikers Rally, the Wally Byam Travel
Trailer Camp Convention, Trentoa Kennsl Club Yog Show, Delaware Valley
Horsemen's issoclabion Trail Hide, Boy Scout Uamporse and summsr day
camp, aud cross-country hLrack meeis,

future plans for the park emphasige this mutliple use. With the
nationsl bicentennisl of the Americsn Revolution in 1976, atiention
will be fooussd on this bistoric area. Commemoration of the local events
of the llevolution, the erossing of the Delavare and the local battles
will become imporbant throughout New Jersey. Current aims are that
Park plens will include features like & yearly Outdoor Historie drsma
paged on this history snd improved visiting focilitdes lor interpretithtipz}-@:;‘

#



Add.)

Memikmxeski Washington Crossing Association ~ Officers

196364 ; Pres. Alfred Schuster; V.Pres, Edgar Lewis; ¥ Sec, Mrs., Mitchell
Carter; Treas, Dlarke Newman.

1965: Acting Pré.—Col. Edgar E, Lewissand V. Pres; Alfred F. Schuster -
Pres -~ temporarily on leave; Mrs. Mitchell Carter, Jr. - Secretary;

Clarke Newman Treas,

Board of Directors: (in addition to akove)

Hon. J. Commer French; Hor) Arthur S. Lane; Hon. Sido Ridolfi; Mrs, Sido
Ridolfi; Mrs. LueyJYazujian; Mr, James H,3. Wilson and Mr, ¥ William Brennan-
Program Chai}man; Me, Frank Quinm, Public Relations Chairman; Mr, Raymond
Wesner, Budget and Finance Chairman; Mrs, Williem . Swift; Hon. CharlesR.
Howell; ;Mr. Donald J. Tome; “Mrs, Mitchell Cartef, Jr.y Hon, J. Wilson
Noden; Mr. Gerald Loustalot; Chief Malcolm Joiner; Mr. Carlton Force;

Mr. Dirk van Dommelen

1966 - Pres. Jack Rees; Mrs. William O'Brien, V.P.; Mrs, J.C. Errickson,
Sec.; Clarke Newman, Treas.

Board- William G, Brennan; Mitchell Carter; George Heffernan; Carl Peters;

Arno Safbanj Dirk van Dommelen; Mrs, Eric Wildgrube, Robert Zelley ;

1968 - wWilliam Boyan, Pres; Ray Schulley, V. P.s Mrs, Joan Errickson, Sec.;
W.J. Borden, Treas,

Board - william Bremnan, Mitchell Carter, Jr,; Mrs. Agnes Heffernan; Gerard
Kuster; Clarke Newman; Mrs., James Reed; Jack M, Rees; Dirk van Dammelen,
1969 - Ray Schulley, Pres.; Mrs, Tia Boyan, V.P.; Mrs. Irene Wildgrube,
Sec.; Jumes Reed, T;eas.

Board - W,J, Borden, William Boyan, William Brennan, Mitchell Carter,

Mrs, Agnes Heffernan, Mrs. Agnes Kuster, Arthur Lichtenberg, Clarke Newman,

Mrs. Kay Reed, Jack M. Rees, Dirk van Dommelen



Outdoor Theater Programs

1965 «~ Prineceton High School Choir, Hopowell Township Central High School
Chorus and Band, Allegria String Quarbtst, Princeton Opers Association
-~ Sister Angelica, 01d Mid 2nd the Thlefy Fellowship Singers of
Delaware Valley, Plain and ancy - Pepnington Players, Jass Concert-
Clark Terry, A View from the Pridge - ¢ , Three Penny Opera - Theater Aris
Guild of Freehold, Life With Father « Langhonrne Players

1966 - Sleeping Beauty Ballet - The Litran Players, Bri%adoon « Pepnington
Players, Allegris String Tnartet - chamber musiwm, Jazz loncert ~ Tony di
Nicola, The Panbasticks ~ Theater in the Park, Oubt of This World - Theater
Arts Build of Freshold, Hansel and Gretel- Princeton Opers Association,

A Hatful of Bain = The Harcurv Players, The Curious Savage- Pennington
Players, Darnaby- The Lanﬂhorne Plaversg Snoon ftiver Anthology- The Princeton
Community Players.. 55

1967~ Die Fledermaus-Trenton State College Workshop, Anything Goss -
Pexmington Players, The Cordon Henkal Jazz Octet, Mary Mary - The
Yardley Players, The Princeton Chamber Players, La Bmk Doehma- Princaton
Opers Ascociation, Trenton Chambar Pl@yers, Rashomon-Theater Arts Build
of Frachold; Waliz of the Torsador- Permington Flayers, Phid Woods
Jazz Voncert, Chember Players of Delaware Valley, The Loud Red
Patrick- Langhorne Playsrs, Jaze Guartet - Tony di Rleolz, Davk
of the Hoon - Sb. James Community Theater of St, Joems Playevs

1962~ The Trenton Symphonette Orchestra, Oklahoms - Penningotn Players,
The Lydisn Woodwing “uintet, ILa Travi&t ~ Pringeton Opera Amsociation,
The Lady's Not for Burhing -~ Princeton Community Players, Ths Rider
Trio, Annie Get Your Gun - Neshaminy Summer Stock, How to Succeed
in Tusinsss - The Vills Park Players, DNark at the Top of the Stairs~
The Langhorne Panar%, The Summondng of Bveryman -~ St James Players of
the 5t James Community Theater

1969~ The Sound of Music - Pemnington Pleyers, Faust - Princeton Opers
Association, We Bombed in New Haven - Princzton Communtiy Players
“inghine ' 60- Produced by Ton & nillis Ju;aﬂd, Suttalosss- Nrizinal
Musical ~Spensoved by V.H,W., Camelot - Yilla Park Players



John Honeyman MenusitakxFemekador

John Honeyman, a large Scotch~Irish man who lived in Griggstown,
voluntesred to be a gspy for the American Army. He had two documents,
and honorable discharge from the British Army after serving in the
Frence and Indian War and a letter anpouncing Honeymant's appointment as
Genseral James Wolf's bodyguard, which would help him gain the confildence
of the British, He posed as a butcher and whenever he had information
he would allow himslelf to be captured after putting up a struggle, He
gave out the information teo Washington only. Later his escape would be
planned  and he would retum to the British. Only Washington, Honeyman
and Honeyman's wife, Mary, knew of these a}rangements to insure his
family's safety.

On the afternoon of December 22,1776 John Honeyman was walking
down the snow covered River Rd. just west of Hessian-held Trenton.,
He spotted two American soldiers some distance away, He saw a cow in
4 nearby field and went over to nudge her along. When the cow dodged
he ran after her yelling and whipping at the cow. Yhe two soldiers ran
over to him and after a chase captured him, He wﬁs then brought to
Washington,rthe fourth time since he had become a spy. The first two
had becn in Philadelphie and the other in Hackensack. He told Washington
that the Hesslans were not bullding any boats., He had not heard of any
plans of the British to move overland from New Brunswick. Herreported
that Colonel Johann GottlieB Rall had not built any forifications and
was now planning a large celebration on Christmas Eve. Washington began
planning his attack on Trenton after hearing this good news. He dismissed
Honeyman who was taken to the guardhouse to await at' court-martial the
next morning.

MORE



Sometime that night a haystack nearby"caught on fire and Honeyman's
guard left him to help put out the blaze, Someone mysteriously unlocked
the guardhouse door letting Honeygan escape,

Honeyman returned to Trenton where ke reportedXy that Washington's
troops wers hopelessly disorganized and were on the verge of mutiny, 3o
Colonel Rall carried on with his plans for the Christmas Eve.celehration.
Honeyman slipped out of Trenton unnoticed ansd went to New Brunswick.
Liackily for the patriots Colonel Rall did not read a message from &

Tory fargier which warned Him that Washington's troops wers preparing to
move., However, on Christmas wmorning, 1776, Washington was able to capture
Trenton and from there to 2o on to win the Revolutionary War,

Since the people in Griggstown were primarily patriots, they hated
Honeyman. One night a crowd gathered at their home and threstened to
burn the hoise, When the leader of the group saw a letter from Washington
protecﬁing John Honeymen's family, he persuaded the group to leave,

Twice John Honeyman was indicted, once for high treason and the other
for alding and comforting the enemy, and was quietly released., Another
time when his possessions were poing to be sold the sale never took place,
Instead he was reimbursed in 1783 for three hourses and a mare stolen from
him by the Continental Army.

One day a group of soldiers rode into Griggstown and to the murprise
of the townspeople stopped at Honeyman's ho»se, Among these soldiers
was George Washington who weht kxm onto the porch holding out his hand
to John Honeyman and thanked him for his service to the country, Finally
he could Lift up his head in pride.

Ten years after the war he moved to Lamington where he becams a
prosperous farmer, Reports claimed that the government rewarded him for

his services but these were not confirmed,



On August 18, 1822 ® John Honeyman peacefully died} at ‘the ag_g of
93. He had 5 sons and 2 daughters to carry on h's patriotic name,

Today few people know of his service to the country. However, his‘:
name lives on at washiﬁgtonfﬁrossing Sﬁate Park wh?fe fhéfé}is a féun@ain“
placed by thePatriotic Order Sons of America .on becemberlzé, 1936; |
The watef in the fountain was declarsd unpotable after the 1952.flood but

the memorial still stands. It bears the following inscription:

DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF
JOHN HONEYMAN
WHO SERVED WASHINGTON AND
THE CONTINENTAL ARMY
AS A SPY

DRINK OF THE FOUNT OF LIBERTY
LET POSTERITY INHERIT FREEDOM

This and a small, plain grave in Lamington are the only memorials
to the man who helped turn the tide of the Americen Rewolution and who

did it out of silent love of his cowntry.



fence, orade anc loprove sa’d lands®, It contsinsno repesler of the
former nob.

From the minutes of the Tommission it arpears that in 1813 ond
again in 191k asupplementery sot ws introduced, Imt not passed, glving
the cormission sowe - bo acquire not exceeding 350 acres of land at or
near Yashington's Crossing; "to lav oub, improve, preserve, care for and
raintain the ssid lands as #ﬁgérk",aeteg to erect » gultable memorial
and to exsend such moneys as shall be sppropristed by the Legislature
from time to bime. It provided slso the the Commission might sell or

exchange such lands and buildings as was advisable.
_ }

ADMINISTRATION

As organized under the act of 1912 the Commlsslon ¥as composed

of the Governor, State Treasurer, Stste Comptroller, L, V. Silver, Trentons

William L. Doyle, Trenton; Willlam Libbey, Princeton; Charles Plackman,

Atlantic Oitvy Jesse Joroloman, Jers y City. The Governor was chosen

e

chairmsn, Mr. Doyle vice~president and treasursr, snd ﬁr.i ilver georetdyry.

(Minutes June 1k, 1912).

¥From the minutes and records submitied the followins points
have been guthered:

The Hlsckwell traot was contracted for at $19,000 but as it
exceeded 100 acres, the Jimit fixed by law, it wes apreed that 210,000
should e pald for that ares and the brlence taken for £1,000 when legise
lative authority wes secured., (Minutes Jsnuary 13, 1913) (The financisl
statement shows that $19,000 wes ~ald and the desd filed with the

Treasurer is for 100 scres). (Deed pives $10,000 eonsidmration. Compte



books show 1,000 paid,)

The minutes of July 1b, 1912, Wovember L, 1912 :nd December 3,
1912 refer to options on other vproperties bt no obher evidence of then
is found,
The minut-g mf January 22, 191} refer to an annual report
but no copy has been found,

The pill te enlarpge the powers of the Commission referred
to above was approved for efinstrent January 22, 1914 and introduced
as Senate Yo, 100 (Minutes November 24, 1914}, This bill was reswvried
out b+ = Commitbee substitute, It gives the Adjutant “eneral ihe
plece of the Governor on the Dommission, but appears Lo be otherwlise
#3 pobed shog.

Reported that the house ha. been rented and Mr. hoyle directed
to rent the farw if possible. (Minutes ¥ovesber 2, 191h), Thig was

accomplished iy the apreement with George F. Anderson.

Februsry 23, 1916




February 23, 1916

Mr. Lewis V., S5ilver,
118 Y. Overbrook ive,,
Trenton, Newle sey

Bear Mr, Silver:

£ th On February & I recoived a packapge containiig the ysmm
records O P wngnipcgon Crossing Park Commission and after poing over

them acknowledge the receipt of the folloine:
Minutes of hmeelings or June Ly 19123 July 14, 19125 July 29, 1912

Octoher 7, 1912, Novomber A, l)l?, November 12, 1912; December 3, 1912;
Decembar 2k, 1}l2 danuary 13, 1913; February 3 19133 April 7, 1913; vay 6,
1913; June 4, l?lj, January 22 l?lh- November 2n, 1914, apmdrently'a comp]ete
set,
Copy of Hules,

Copy of letter dated November 5 from Mr. Doyle to Colonel lebwv. A1l
items noted in this are found except the second. "Optlon of purchase for
‘olande of Hlackwell Farm', and the fourth, "Outline &f our understanding
as to employment of Mr, Chas. V. Leavitt, Engineer of Park Plans," The DATE-
graph "I have told Mr, 3ilver that I did not think it was necessary to tum
over any other records, and that he should keep, intact all other papers!
mey be questioned since all property of the Siate confided to the ! fashington
Orossing Park Commission should now he in the custody of this Department.

Coples of la s of 1910 and 1912 and draft of the act introduced 1914
but not passed, i

Statement of exponses from July 3, 1912 to Yay 7, 1913.

"inaneial SLUL wmerit. from October, 1914 to Juiy, 1915,

From the m inutes it appsars that t ers are in existance the followine
dotuments and property tha have not been turnad over:

L. 4 map of the Blackwell Fawm,

2. Options on adjacent properties,

3. An electroptype (Minutes Zwe Jx February 3, 1913). “hotepraphic
nerbi p:d for April 7, 19133 copy of annusl report refer:vred to in
mjnutes J nu;ary 22, 1914,

I understand fhaf nothing has been done toward the erection of a
manumant, as authorized by tha act of 1912, the order for o tablet to cost
5500, made on Yanuary 13, 1913 and approved Mgy 6, 1913 having bean revoked
on June 4, 1913,

. Findly advise me with resnpect to the questicns raised above and arrange
to h.ve deposited here ony other State property in your custroiy,

Very truly yours,

/8/ ilfred Gaskill
Uirectorg



MEMO. RE WASHINGTON CROSSING

Mr. Lewis V. Silver, Sgoretary of the Washington Crossing Park
Commission transmitted his records on February 8 and I acknowledped receipt
by a letter dated February 233 copy attached.

LEGISLATIVE

It appears that the Washington's Crossing project was inaugurated
by "An act creatlng the Washington's Urossing Commission and defining its
powers and dutles". (Chapter 33 P.lL. 1910} By this act the Governor wag
authorized to appoint 50 persons to constitute "A Board of Commissioners by the
namenand style of "Washington's Crossing Commission", This commission had power
to select such lands at Washingbton's Crossing ag in their opinion were sultable
for the purpose of a State Park and was authoriged "to expend such sums of money
s may be included in any appropriation bill", but apparently no appropriation
was made. _

This act wes superseded by "An act to autho?is;\the acquisition, by
purchase or condemnation, of lands Tor a park and the erection of a monument
commemorative of Wash ngton crossing the river Delaware and for the appointment
of a commigsion witkkxpawmrxis to acquire sald lands and erect such monumentV.
{Chapter 32, P,L. 1912l. By this act the Governor, the Comptroller, the
Treasurer and five citizens of the State, to be named by the Qovernor, were
constituted a commission with power to acquire not exceeding 100 acres of land
at or near Weshington's Crossing, and to ersect & sultable monument on said
lands when acquired at a total cost for land xmbomwmmerxiomx and monument not
wxceeding $25,000., This sum wag regularly appropriated,

The act provided that the lands acquired "shall be kept and maintained
88 a public park and .shall be known as Washington Crossing Park and that the
commission hereby appointed shall have the power to fence, grade and improve
kit said lands's It contains no repealer of the former act.

From the minutes of the Commissiocn it appears that in 1913 and apain
in 191) s supolementary act was introduced, but not passed, giving the Commission
power to acquire not exceeding 350 acres of land at or near Washington's
Crossing; "to lay out, mprove, preserve, care for and maintaln the sald lands
as a park", etej to erect a suliable memorlal and to expend such moneys as shall
be ap ropriated hy the Legislature from time to time. It probided alse that
the Commission might sell of exchange such lands and buildings as was advisable,

ADMINISTRATION

As organised under the act of 1912 the Commission was composed of the
Governor, Siate Treasurer, State Comptroller, L. V. Silver, Trenton; William L.
Doyle, Trentonj William Libbey, PrinocetonjCharles Blackman, Atlantic City;
Jesse Joroloman, Jersey City. The Governor was chosen chairman, Mr. Doyle vice~
presicent and treasurer, and Mr, Silver Secretery. (Minutes June 1k, 1912)

From. the minutes and records submitted the fnllowinr po%pts have
been gathdreds o

/f
,f

The Blackwell tract was contracted fors t 3)19,"000" bu't%”:ss it exceeded
100 acres, the limlt fixed by law, it was apreed that, 418,000 ghould be paid
for that area and the balance taken for $1,000 when lerlslati_' authorlty wag
.. secured, (Minutes January 13, 1913) (The financial/statemenj shows that
$19.000 was paid and the deed filed with the Treéasurer is forf100 acres),

%
b



Add.

Records of the Washington CLhossing Commissions

¥ Letters:

John A, Roebling's Sons Co.

Insulated Wire Department

Trenton, N.J. i
5796-M December 8th, 1909

Professor Wm. Libbery,

Princeton, New 3;;$ey |
My dear Sir, -—-

I am favored with your letter of the Tth inst., in which you
request my views as to a plan to be adopted by our Commission for the
proper marking of the point where Washington crossed the Delaware River,
preceding the battle of Trenton.

In a general way, I favor the plan which has found general
expression, and the plan thad I originally outlined to the Committee of
Knights of Columbus, preceding the public meeting held under their auspices,
in Taylor Opera House, Trenton, N.J,, Oet, 12th, at which time the resolution,
recommending to the Governor of New Jersey, the appointment of the present
Commigsion for the purpose named, was adopted:; vig,

First:~ the erection of a substantlal memorial bridge of such
proportions as to mzke it worthy of the site it will appropriately adorn;
ample in size for both vehicular and foot traffie; an ornamental bridge
of artistic lines, to be designed by engineers of standing in bridge con-
struction. .

Second 1~ a park located on both the Penna, and New Jersey sides,
not less than a half mile along the Delaware River, and extending atlleast
a quarter mile inland from_the river on the New Jersey side; acquirement by

purchase or condemnation proceeding, if that be possiblé, the farm~house
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building in which General Washington breakfasted while en route to Trenton;’
restoration of this bullding to its original ﬁroportionaland conditions,
a3 near as maybe possible; the house to be moved if necessary, to another
location, in order that it may harmonize with the genral plan that may be adopted
for the park; the bullding to be preserved as a museum, where may be
gathered the momentoes of the battle of Trenton and the circumstances
surroundiné-the same .,

Third:- immediate: acquirement of the water-pmew powsr from Scudder!'s
Falls to the City of Trenton, which I feel will aid in the building of
a boulevard from the”washington Crossing park to & point, and connedting
with the proposed river-side drive in the City of Trenton: the purchase
of the water-power and its corporate rights, will aid in the building
of the boulevard materially, and cheapen its construction. The portion
of the power company lying within the city limits can undoubtedly be
disposed of to advantige, and the amounts realized therefrom aid in the
reduction of the purchase price; the ownership of this water-power will
I believe, likewise simplify the problems of the Trenton River-side Drive
Gommission, and as well, the building of the boulevard herein proposed.,

Fourth:=~ the location and x® and erection in the eenter of the
park of a mound on which sk shall be placed a massive granite base or
foundation to receive the present monument now located at the park,
and which was x® erected and designed by the Society of the Gincinnati,
The preservation of this monument will 59 a fitting recognition of this
society's interest in marking this important event in the American struggle
for liberty. While the monument as at present constituted, 1is rather plaiﬁ
and unpretentious, I for one, should like to see it perpetuated, believing
as I do, that with appropriate surroundings, what now appears perhaps a
rather common=place plece of handiwork, will then bescome &n object of

reneral adnirationa and nraise.
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Fifth:« as soon as it can be made possible, the employment of
a competent landscape engineer, to whom shall be submitted the several
ideas submitited by the Commissioners, with iqstructions to prepare and to
report back to the Commission & plan or pl&ﬁégig whigﬁﬁﬁheée geveral
ideas may be developed.  { .

Sixthi~ submission to our neighbdfing cé@ﬁonwealth or its
Commission, &s scon as may be practicabie; the plan which may be adopted,
soliciting their co—operationx, and at the same time suggesting to them
the construction of a similar boulevard to the one herein described,

- leading from the bridge on the Penna. side, to and connecting at Morrisville,
Pa., with the main highway to Philadelphia, thus affording a direct

route from Philadelphia to the Crossing, through Trenton and thence to

New York and the New England territory.

Seventh:~ recommendation to the proper authorities of the
construction of a modern wagon road, leading from the park to the village
of Titusville, continulng the existing road now on the East side of the
canal, throught the park, and to the village as above proposed,

Eighth; and as a finale, if we wish to extend the scope of
the original intent of kkm meiginak those who have‘mada the Commisslon
possible, let us petition the proper authority of the ¥ U.3. Govern-
ment, to desipnate and purchase suffieient land adjoining the park
‘on both the Penna, and New Jersey sides, as & national army camp
grounds, wherein the United 8tates Regulars and all arms of the service
may gather from time to time throughout the year for praetice in the art
of warfare., The ground also to be made avéilable for the Militia of any
State in the Union, and at such timeé as may be agreed upon for practice

by the U.5.A, gffax (Officers in charge.
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| It would seem when the general contour of the land in this
location 1s considered; the hsalthfulness of the location, its close
proximity to the Capitol of the United States at Washington, the usual
favordble climatie conditions prevailing, that it would be an ideal
spot for such a camp.

I am, dear sir,
Very sincerely yours,
(signed) Wm. L. Doyle

Treasurer,

Princeotn, N.d,
May 5/10
My dear Governor Fort,
I feel greatly complimented by your courtesy in afointing me
a member of the Washington's Crossing Commission, and take pleasure
in accepting the hoﬁor.
I shall be glad to serve in any way to accomplish the objects of
the Commission.
With kind regards T am
Yours very truly
Hillism Libbey
To |
His Excellency

Governor Fort.,
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May 27th,1910.
My dear Professor Libbey,
Permit me to congratulate you upon your re-election as
Seeretary of the newly organized Washington Cfo Crossingts Commsission,
and to tranmmit herewith record of the minutes of the Meeting, There is
a considerable lot of additional printed and written matter which was
received to-day, and which”I shall be pleased to deliver to you in person
at the next meeting, or to send by express, if you prefer., Since the
lot is rather bulky-to send by mail. The Commission has a most auspicious
start at tosday's meeting, but there is a lat of work ahead before our
fond hopes in this matter éhall be resliged,
I am,
Very sincerely yours,

| (signed) Wm, L. Doyle
Prof. ¥.J. Libbey,

Princeton,N.J.

HH#
June 2nd, 1910
My dear Professor Libbey,

I am in receipt of your favor of the 1st inst., acknowledging mine
of the 27th ult. Respecting the options referred to, I would advise that
I have had my attorney prepare the transfer from Vice Prest, Fiske, to
the Washington Crossing Commission. i have been advised by him that the
transfer papers have been completed, and were forwarded to Mr. Fiske
during the past week, with the request that the transfers be executed
and returned to him, He wished to examine the transfer of the options,
to seec that they were properly exscuted, and has promised as soon as they

werae received and examined bv him. that ha wanld retnrn them +n ma T



gdiﬁiZk it will be worth while to have the transfer of the options
recorded in Mercer County, I will confer with my attorney regarding
this however, and if it is consddered advisable to do this, I will
havijhone, unless Mr, Iiske should do it in the meant time.

Jusﬁ as soon as the papers are completed, I will have pleasure
in returﬁing them to you. -

Yours very truly,

. (signed) Wm. L. Doyle

Professor Wm. Libbey,
Princeton, N.J.
##
Aygust 18th, 1910
4320-M
Professor Wm. Libbey,
Princeton,‘N.J.

My dear Professor Libbey,—-

I have your note of the léth inst, and have pleasure in sending you
herein the original membership list of the Washingtont's Crossing Commlssion,
with four copies attached., The other papers, which came into my
possession aﬁ the ﬁime of the organization of the Yommission, I had
expedted to give you long before this, assuming that the executive
committee or the general comnittee would have had & meeting previous
to this time. All papers will go forward to your Princeton address by
express tomorrow, and I hope they will reach you safely,

I quite agree with you that it would be advisable for the general
comnittee to have a meeting in the early part of September, and the
executive committee as soon a appointed, a meeting prior to the meeting

of the general committes,

In connection with the deep water ways plans for Trenton, I hope
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In conneotlon with the deep water ways plans for Trenton, I hope
to meet Congressman Moore, of Penna, within the next few daye, and
incidentally arouse his interest and support if possible, in the Crossing
project,

With kindest regards, I am,

Yours very truly,
Wm,.-L Doyle
Witk
437N | August 22nd, 1910
Professor Wm, Libbey, |
Princeton, N.J.
Dear Professor Libbey,m~-

I am enclosing herin Adams Express receipt for the package
of papers which came into my possession at the meeting of the
Washington Crossing Commission., Copy of the minutes of the meeting
I believe I forwarded to you previously.

Truating the papers have arrived safely, I am,

Yours very truly,
(signed) Wm.L. Doyle,
#iti
5072-M October 8, 1910

Professor Wm. J. Libbey,
Princeton, N.J.
Dear Mr, Libbey,=-—
I have one or two bills which the Commission have contracted;
viz. Mtorneyts fee for the transfer of options, $5.00, Frederick L.

Hulme, bill for services and expenses in securing options, $298,25,
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5072-M October 8, 1910
Profesasor Wm. J. Libbey,
'Princeton, Noda

Dear Mr., Libbey,—

I have one or two bills which the Commission have contracted;
viz, Attorney's fee for the transfer of options, $5.00, Frederick L.
Hulme, bill for services and expepses in securing options; $298.25,
Real Estate Tible Company, information and map of lands proposed to
be purchased, $200,00.

Tn order that these bills may be paid from the appropriation
made by the last Legislature, it is nedessary to have them in the
hands of the Comptroller before the 31st inst. I will ask, per request
of the Comptroller, that you transfer to me a certified ecopy of the
misutes of the ﬁeeting, showing the election of officers as a Commission.
It is necessary to have the bills approved by the President and one
member of the Commisslon,

T;ustinglyou will let me have a certified copy of the minutes at
your early convenience, I am,

Yours very truly;

(signed) Wm. L. Doyle
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5149-M October 12, 1910
Professor Wm. Libbey, |
Princeton, New Jersey.
Dear Professor Libbey y=-

I thank you for your favor of the 1llth inst., with the enclosure
stated ther.in. I have forwarded the bills referréd to in my prev¥ious
letter to the Comptroller for payment, and will now forward the couy of
the minutes as he has requésted, '

Thanking you very much for your promptness, and with best wishes,
I am,

V;ry sincerely,
(signed) Wm.L. Doyle
i
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July 8, 1912
WASHINGTON CROSSING COMMISSION OF NEW JERSEY

Rules adopted by the Commission to govern their Proceedings,

Rule 1st, «= OFFICERS:
The Officers of the Commission shall be a President,

Vice-President, Secretary, and an fixecutive Committee of .ue.oe....mémbers.

1

i

Rule 2nd. --DUTIES OF PRESIﬁENT AND VICHH#PRESIDENT 3
It shall be the duty of the Bresident to preside at the meetings
of the commission, to appoint the Kxecutive Committee, and to perform all
other dutles pertaining to the office of President.
It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to assume the place
of the President in his absence, and to be ex-officioc a member of all
Committees.
Rule 3rd,--SECRETARY:
It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a record of
the proceedings of all meetings, and of other matters pertaining to the
work of the Commission, of which a record shall be ordered; he shall notify
officers of their election, and members of their election and appointment
to committees; he shall issue to members of all neetings, the place of
‘meeting; and conduct the correspondence of the Commission with the cone
currence of the President or viece~President.
The Seeretary shall meintain a complete roll of the membership
of the Commission. His books and records to be open to the inspection
of any member of the Commission; his records shall be reviewed at the
meeting preceding the annual meeting of the Commission, by the Executive

Committee, and result of the review reported to the Commission.

Riils BER; = MERTINGS——QUORUM ./
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Rule 4th,~— MEETINGS--~QUORUM:

The regular meetings of the Commission shall be held on the first
Tuesday of each month at the State House; the annual @éeting shall be
held at the same place én the first tuesday of June in.éach year. At
any regular meeting of the Commission, «.......members shall constitute
4 quorug,

The Executive Committ?e sha{l consist of ¢.......members, and in
addition, the officers ofdghe Commission., The Secretary of the Commission
shall act as Secretary of the lixeéutive Commitiee, and shall record the
transactions of that body. sassssescmemvers shall constitute a quorum,
Rule5th, -~SPECIAL, MEETINGS:

A special meeting of the Commsssion may be called by the President or
Vice~President, upon written application of ssesesssmembers, at such place
as President or VicenPresident may‘designate. Three days notice in
advance of such meeting to be mailed to the mempers of the Commission by
the 3ecratary: the notice shall specify the plsce of meeting; the
supposed necessity for the meeting, and the nature of the business to
be considered. Upon request of members present, the regular order of
business shall be followed at a ppeclal meeting when called; any two
members offering objection however, only the business for which the
mesting was called shall be considered,

Rule 6th,--ADOPTION OF PLANS for PARK and MONUMENT:

*he adoption of the gemmral plan for fulfillment of the Act of the
New Jersey Legislature creating this Commission, in order to be effective
must receive not less than‘five affirmative votes of the Commission. Said
plan or plens having previously been presented in detail at two regular

meetings of the Commission.
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Rule 7th,--ORDER of PROCEDURE:
At regular meetings the following order shall be observed:
1, Holl Call
2. Reading of minutes of previous meetiﬁg{;
3. Report of Secretary
L. Report of Committees.
5. Elections
6. Unlinished business, \
The usqi@ Parliamentsry Rules shall govern the proceedings at each

meeting.



Add, 13. (Minutes of Commission)- ( Second Comnm.)
The first meeting of the Washington Crossing Park Commission,
created bythe last Leglslature, under a bill known as Senate Bill No. 52
The Commission is composed of the Governor, State Treasurer, State
Comptroller, L.V, Silver, Trenton, William L, Doyle, Trenton, Colonel
William ¥, Libbey, Princeton, Charles Blackman, Atlantie Gity, and the
Rev, Jesse Jaroloman, Jersgy City.
Under the date of Junﬁ 9th, the Governor, as the Chalrman, sent out
a eall for the first meetggé of this Commission to be held in the Governor's
office at the State House, Friday, June 14, 1912 at twelve o'clock noon
for the purpose of organizing and el-cting a chairman to act in the place
of the Governor, and transact any such business &s may come before them,
The Commission was called to order by Commissioner Voohees, who acted as
temporary chairman, There were present at this meeting, Commissioner Voorhess,
Commissioner Edwards, L.V, Silver, William L, Doyle, Charles Blackman,
and Rev, Jesse Jaroloman.
The first business before the commission was the election of
Chairman and Secrebary, Commissloner 3ilver was nominated and eleected
as Secretary, and Commissjoner Doyle was nominated and elected asgs as
Chairman, Commissioner Voorhses moved that Chairman Doyle and Secretary
Silver draff a set of rules to govern the transactions and any such business
which may eome before the Commsiiion. 'his was seconded by Commissioner
Fdwards,
Time of mestings.~ It was decided after a consultation of the
commissioners that Mondays would suit the majority of them as the time
to meet, and was so adopted that the Commission should be called on Monday

batween three and four o!'clockP.M.
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Achairman Doyle agreed to procure, if possible, the surverys and
other information which was gathered by the Commission appointed some
time ago, in trying to procure land at Washington's Crossing.

Ad journment .~ It was moved to adjourn at the call of the
chair. |

(signed) Louis O, Silver
" Sedretary
P.5,  After the meetingjiaommis;ioners Silver, Jaroloman and
Blackman, through the kindness of Mr, Edmund C. Hill, who loaned them
his automobile, went up to Washington's Crossing and looked over the
ground 4s to a fit place for the monument.
#
The Second Meeting of the Washington Crossing Park Commission,

held on Monday July 15, 1912 in the Governort's office at the State House.

Called to ordepr= The meeting was called to order by Vice-President

Doyle at 2:45 P,M. There wers present, Commissioners Doyle, Voohees,
Joralemen, Blackman and 3ilver,
Minutes, The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved,

Adoption of
Rules The Committee on Rules and Regulation presented their

report, and after taking up the report in sections and making amendments,

it was moved by Commissioner Joralemon and seconded by Commissioner Voorhees
that the rules be adopted as amended. Carried by the entire body present.
The Committee was discharged and given a vote of thanks for their efficient
work,

Gommunications, The following communications were receivedss one from

Mrs. Carrie E.‘Snook, regavrding her property which was read and the Sec—

retary was oriered to answor same by statine at the present time her lands
Woul & o7 D f@?afvef'{%f ﬁﬁmﬁ SR rpase s,
S D 7 s
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Also communication from Commissioner Voorhees enclosing a letter

from John McPherson regardin g a position for the purpose of putting

the park in goed tilth. Letter was placed on file.
Also communicati-n from Mrs. Libbey stating that Colonel Libvely
was in Stockholm and would not be home until August.
Also communication from Governor Wilson that he would be unable
to attend the meeting., . i
Bills~ The following bili;mwere received,
Stoll Blank Book and StationeXy Cou o o o« « + o o+ o+ o 910
Frank Smith, printing 2000 letter heads
and envelopPBS. « s s s s o o s & b o s o s 4 s s e e o o 28,23
Frank Shith, printing « « o o o s o » 0 6 ¢ ¢ o o 2 o o » 6450
Miss Florence E. Steel, stenographic services. « . « + o 14,70
LoV, S1lver, postage o« « ¢ o o o o o s o v+ s « ¢ s o o o o oo 2,00
A1l of the above bills were approved by the Gommissién and

ordered paid.

Stenographer = It was moved by Commissioner Voohees and seconded by

Commissioner Blackmen that the Secrebary be authoriszed to emplay &
ftenographer,

Location- Commissioner Joralemon moved and it was seconded by
Commissioner Voorhees that the entire Commission go up to Washington
Crossing at the next meeting and loo!r up the matter of location of

guch lands as may be required at this time for the erection of a monument.
Stationery- It was moved by Comissioner Blackman and seconded by
Commissioner Joralemon that‘the Seeretary procure 1000 letter heads and
envelopes for the use of the various members of the Commission. Carried.

Time of meeting~ It was moved by Commissioner Joralemon and seconded

by Commissioner Voorhees that the hour for the next meeting of the Commission
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should be 2 P.M.

Ad journment- It was moved and carried that the Commission adjourn at
h.}@ P.M.

Surveys end Options - Commissioner Doyle presented to the Commission

a fine large map containing surveys made by the last Commission of ¥hich
Mr. Doyle was a member, Blso the various options which have been secured
by thém on the lands which m%ght beideemed available for the purpose of
the Park. This was greatly apﬁreciated by the Cowmission.

.'\ (signed) L.V, Silver, Secretary

R
The third meeting of theVWashington Crossing Park Commission, held

July 29,1912 in the Governor's office at the State House. This was a
gpecial meeting which was called by the Chair on the request of Commisioners

Blackman, Silver and Doyle. The meeting qame to order at 2330 P,M.

i

Holl Calls The roll call showed that there were present Commissioners
Voorhses, Doyle, Blackman, Joralemon and Silver.

Minuteg- The minutes of the last meeting were not read. The same
to be read at the next regular meebing.

Meeting called,- This meeting was called to take the place of the
regular meeting in August, as several of the Commigsioners were to be
absent from the Sate at that time. The special meeting was for the purpose
of going to Washington Crossing to select a site for the proposed park

and monument.

Bills-  The following bills were received and oxdered a-proved.,

Frank Smitheprinting o o « o ¢ o o see » o o 0 o5 ¢ v o o o o $ 3.50
Horace ~. Fine, rubber Stamp « « o o o o o s o o o o o s o s s .65

Florence E, Steel, stenographic services . « « o « o ¢ o o o 19 .80
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Temporary ad jounment. . It was moved by Commissioner Voorhees and

Seconded by Commissioner Blackman that the Commission adjourn temporarily
to go to Washington Crossing to fulfill the purpose o this meeting as
stated above., The Commission found in waiting the automobile of Agjutant
General Wilbur F. Sadler, Jr. also one furnished by Commissioner Doyle
through the kindness of the John A, Roebling's Sons Co,

Grounds ~ After the Commission had taken a thorough look over the
various parts of the lands offered, a site was finally selected by &
unanimous vote of the Commission, and a motion was maderby Cormissioner
Voorhees and seconded by Commissioner Joralemon that Vice-President Doyle
secufe an option on the Blackwell propefty.

Committee ,~ It was moved by Commissioner Voorhees and seconded by
Commissioner Blackman that the Chair appoin£ & Committee to wait upon

Dr. Strittmatter and secure from him a pricerand option on his'preperty
which adjoins the Blackwell estate. Further the Secretary was instructed
to write to Dr. Strittmatter and ask him when it would be convenient for
him to mest said committee.

Ad journment- No further business coming before the Commission at
this time, adjournment ﬁas moved until the next regular meeting of the
Commission in éaptember.

(signed) L.V. Silver, Secretary



Add. 18 Mercer Gounty Board of Taxation
Office, Mercer ~ounty Court House
“Trenton, N.J. Aug. 3, 1912
Mr. L.V. Silver, Secly B
Washington Crossing Park Commission.
Dear Siri=
In reply to your inquiry of Aug. 1, I am pleased to give you the

assessments on the following.list of properties.

Harry Boice $2500 and $300
Throdore B. Hunt $3000 (90 acre farm)
Chas., W, Clifford % 250
Ausfin C. Cooley $1.200
W. F. Hildebrand $2000
W.W. Johnson $ 200
Edmond Kent #2750, $2500, $1000 (3 tracts)
Sarah L. MeCarty %250
Edward H. Sharuby . Nothing on record.
garrie D, Snook $3500
Jas, Van Hise and wife #4500 (80 acre farm)
Tra J. Blackwell Est $5500 (110 acres)

noon 1 " $5600 (135 acres)
There is nothing on record for Alice Boie@ Boice, Elizabeth Kent
or Clara D, Van Hise.
Very truly yours,

(signed) Allan B.Walsh, Sec'y
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State of New Jersey.

Intoduced January 22, 1912.

By Mr. Leavitt.

RHeferred to Committee on Federal Relations,

An Act to authorizme the acquisition, by purchase or condemnation, of

lands for a park and the erection of a monument commemorative of Washington
crossing the river Delaware and foﬁ the appointment of a commission to
acouire said lands and eredgﬁguch monument .

Be it endcted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

1. The Governor, the Comptroller, the Treasurer and five pérsons, eitizens of
this State, to be named by the Governor, and who shall serve without pay,
shall be and they are hereby eonsituted a commission, with power to acquire,
by purchase or condemnation, in the name of the State of New Jersey, lands
not to exceed five acred in extent, at or near the point whers Washington
crossed the wiver Delaware on the night preceding the battle of Trenton,
and with power to erect upon said lands, when acauired, a suitable monument
of design and material to be by said commission determined, commemorative
of the crossing of the river Dela.are by Washington, as aforesaid, at a
total cost, for the acquisition of said lands and ercction of sald monument, ,
not to exceed twentysfive thousand dollars, and the said sum of twenty-five
thousand dollars, or such part as may be needed, 1s hereby appropriated for
such part as may be needed, 1s hereby appropréated for such purpose, out of
any moneys in the treasury of the State not otherwise appropriated, such
moneys to be expended only on the regquisition of the Governor, and the
Comptroller is hereby dirscted to issue warrants for the payment of the
same upon such requisition being made by the Governor and the Trea:urer of
the State shall on such warrants of the Coﬁptroller pay out the moneys

hereby appropriated for the purposes aforesaid.



Add,. 20

2. The lands so, as aforesaid, to be acquired, shall be kept and maintained
as a public park, and shall be known 4s "Washington Crossing Park", and that
the commission hereby appointed shail have ﬁhe power to fence, grade and
lmprove said lands; provided, the entire cost, including the aequisition
of said lands and ereetion Qf said monument. shall not exceed the sum hereby
appropriated, AN

3. This act shall taka effect immediately.

\
B

S \

Options on properties secured by the former Commsiion appointed ¥ ®m by

Governor Yort.

T\\\
Blackwell option, dated February 16, 1910, containing 110 acres,

price. a « o & » » Ld L] a & LI L] & a2 » 320,000&

Alice B, Boice and Harry B, Boice to Charles J, Fisk, dated Marchl2, 1910,

containing (number of acres not stateq), price . . . « . J$.2,300,

Charles Y, Glifford & Wf: to Charles’J. Fisk, dated March 7, 1910,

containing 1 81/100 acres of land, price to be . . . « « o5 5,000,
) 3

Autsink C. Cooley and Wife to Churles J. Iisk,dated March 12, 1910,

containing 1 acre of land, price to be o o v o « o o o & o8& 4,000,

William F, Mildebrand and wife to Charles J. ¥iskk Fisk,dated Pebruary 26,

1910, containing 80 acres of land, price to be #100 per acre,

Theodore B, ltunt and wife to Charles J, Fisk, dated March 3, 1910,
containing 104 32/100 acres of lond, price tobe . . . . }$11,000.

Willard W, Johnson and wife to Charles J. I"iak, dated Bebruary 23,

1910, containing 4 acre of land price to b8 + + 4 & o & o & 1,100.

Elizabeth Kent and husbond to Charles J, Fisk, dated Bebruary 15,

1910, containing 98 54/100 acres of land, price to be $100 per acre.
sarah L. McCarty to Charles J, Fisk, dated February 26, 1910,

contadning & sere of land, the price to be o 4 o o o o o o & 1,000,
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Edward H. Sharuby and wife to Charles J, Fisk, dated Pebruary 17, 1910,

containing (number of acres not given), price tobe . . « « o § 1;%00.
Garrie D. Snook and Theodore S. Snook to Charles J. Fisk, dated Februrary 23,
1910, containing four acres of land, price to be . . . + « « .$3,500.

Clara D. Van Hise and husband to @harles J, Fisk, dated March 5, 1910,

containing eighty (80) acres of land, price to be . .+ . . . . $10,000,
Ay

I

The Fourth regulsr meeting of the Washington Crossing Park Commission

met October 7, 1912, at Trenton,; N.J. in the Governor's Office at the State House,

Called to order and Members present The meeting was called to order by

Vice~President Doyle at 2:25 P.M.

There were present at this meeting, Commissioners Doyle, Voorhees, Libbey,
Blackman, Joralemon and 3ilver,
Minutes- The Minutes of the two previous meetings were resad and approved,
Stationery- Commissioner William Libbey éalled attention to the letter
heads printed for this commlssion that his name had been printed wring,
and it was moved and seconded and motion carried, that sald letter heads
be destroyed,snd some new ones printed with the proper correction.
Bills- The following bills were read and approved, and were ordered
forwarded tothe Governor for his aporoval, to be paid when the funds of
the Commission are available, November lst, 1912,
Hibbert Printing €0 ceeecsvsnscisiscasnsasad 11,
Fank Smith siseecsrnvivesescrvsnesoneseeanss 1,50
The Capital Statlonery .ceeeeevesseseseessces 5425

Florence i, Steel, 5tenooraphel ceesseseeses 33.15
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Strittmatter letter- The matter in reference to the letter of Or, Strittmatter

was taken up, and commissioner Doyle stated that the letter from the Doctor
was a very nice'one, and the Doctar stood ready to meet with the Commission
at any time they cared to see him, but on certain days. It was decided
that Viece~Prest, Doyle invite Dr. Stfittmatter to be present at the next
regular meeting of the Copmission.

Blackwell Option - Vice-President Doyle stated that he was working on the

1

option of the Blackwell astéﬁé, and would probably be able to give the
Commissioners a more definite answer at the next reguolar meeting.

Landsecape Engineers = Commissioner Silver moved, and 1t was seconded by

Commissioner Libbey, and motion carried, that Vice-Prest. Doyle write to
several landscape engineers and secure the services of one of them to
perfect some ideas in plans as to what m ght be most needed in the number
of acres, and other matters pertaining to the Park, and spend such money
as may be necessary for this preliminary work; same to be paid when the
funds of the Commission are available.
Debate ~  The Commissioners indulged in several minutes talk of the
general plans of the Park, but nothing was definitely settled.
Ad journmmet ~ The meeting ad journed at 4 P.M. to meet égain at the next
regular meeting, the first Monday in November,
/s/ L.v. Silver
Secretary
iR
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The 5th regular meeting of the Washington Crossing Park Commission was
held on Monday, Novémber h, 1912 in the Governor'Sqéffice, at the State
House, As there was no quorum present thers was no regular meeting, and it
was decided to have another meeting at thé earliest possible time con-
venient to the ViecesChailrman,
Present- There were present at this informal meeting, Commissioners Doyle,
Joralemon, Libbey and Silver,
Guest, -~ As an invitatlon hds been' extended to Dr. Strittmatter at the
previous meeting, we had the pleasure of having De. Strittmatter with us
at this fommal meeting, and the Commissioners talked over the mutters
pretaining to the Doctor!s tract of land, The Hoctor informed the Comnis—
sioners that he purchased said land absolutely for park purposes and would
not gell it for anylhing except for said use. The said tract contains abut
one hundred and twenty-three (123) acres and the Doctor would be willing to
- 8ell for park purposes for $10,000. The Commissioners enjoved haveing
Dr. Strittmatter with them,rand felt that he had made & wery fair proposition
to them for his tract of land,

Blackwell option,~ Vice-Chalrman Doyle outlined the details of the option

that he hud secured from Mr. A.D. Blackwell, at a price to be $19,000, Hr.Doyle
stated that he did not believe that it would be possible to secure said
property for any-less flgure, Commissioner Joralemon rather opposed the

price and after some discussion it was decided that Viece-Chairman Doyle

write or go and see Mr., Blackwell and see if it would not be possible to

secure these lands for less than $19,000, |

Governor Wilson ~ It was suggested that Colonel Libbey see Governor Wilson

and try to arrange to have him present at the next meeting of the Commission,
which would be called by the Vice-Chairman, so as to have the full Commission
present and be able to act upon the Blackwell optlon,

Ad fournment .- This infomal meetinr adimraed ot +hs enTl Af the ahadw
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ihe adjourned 5th regular meeting of the Yashington Crossing Park
Commission was called by Vice-Chaiman Doyle 8o be held on Tuesday, Movember 12,
1912 at the ¥Governor's office, at the State Houvse, at 2:30 P.M. Governor |
Wilson presided,
Present ,~ All of the commissioners were present at thils meeting, namely,
Commissioners Voorheesz, Fdwards; Libbey, Joralemon, Blackran, Doyle, Silver
and Governor Willson.

4

Blackwell Option, - The first matter of importance which came up was the -

Blackwell tract of land. Vice-Chairman Noyle asked the Governor for his
suggestion in the matter as to the matter as to the advisablility of pur-
chasing this tréct; also pointed out to the Governor the various tracts of
lands which had been outlined on the map, showing that this said tract was
the stratigic point for the park and & proper place to begin, Governor Wilson
after listening to the remarks made by the vaious Commissioners, thought it
advisable that this tract be the first one purchased, and that an option
be secured on tha Dr, Striimatter tract, Defore voting on the purchase of
this tract,.VicemGhairman Doyle read & letter from Mr, A.D, Blackwell giving
his reasons for not being able to come down on the price as quoted on the
option, namely $19,000, Commissioner Joralemon was opposed o the price,
and moved that we did not accept the Blackwell tract. The motion ﬁas lost
as the only one voting for said motion was Commissioner Joralemon, the other
Commissioners opposed. Commissioner Vochees then moved that we purchase
the Blackwell tract of land at $19,000, which was seconded by Commissioner
Libbey. Said motion was carried, the on!y one opposing was Commissioner
Joralemon, and he requested‘that his vote be so recorded on the minutes.
Bills, - the j"lollo‘.»ring h1ls were read and approved,

Hibbert Printing Co., for 1000 letter~heads . . .+ . . . £5.50

Florence in. Steel, stenographic services . . .+ « » « » 12,30
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Change of Meeting ~ It was suggested by one or two of the Comuissioners

that the meetings of the Commission be held on Tuesdays instead of Mondays,
and in canvassing the Secretary found that almost unanimously it would suit
the Commissioners to meet on Tuesdays, and it was decided that the next
regular meeting would be held on Tuesday, at which time, 1f necessary a vote
would be taken to change the by-laws from Monday to Tuesday of each month,
Property- In Detai;ing some 6f the Commissioners plans to Governor
Wilson, Viee-Chnirman Doyle&;iated that the house on the Blackwell tract
would be very desirable to the Commission and to the park, as it could be
renovated at a very small cost, and would make a plade suitable for patriotic
organisations of the State of New Jersey to make that their headquarters
as to having special meetings or other funetions from time to time, and a
part of the property could be made available for the 1living quarters for
the Supsrintendent of the Park.‘
ﬁQQEEiimﬁﬂi" The'meeﬁing adjourned at 3:30 p.m,
/5/ 1.V, silver
Secretary
THEEE AR
The sixth regular meeting of the Hashington Crossing Park Uommission
was held in the Governorfs Office, at the State llouse, on Tuesday, December 3,
1912. 3aid meeting was called to order by Viece~Chairman Doyle at 3 p,u,
and presided over by Aeting Governor John D. Prince.
Presentd There were present at this meeting,‘ﬁcting Governor John D,Prince,
Vice~Chariman Doyle, Commissloners Voohees, lidwards Joralemon and Silver,
Report—  The first business Lo come before the Commission was a‘report made
by Vice-~Chairman Doyle, as Chairman of the land purchase committee, Mr, Doyle
stated that the deeds for the RBlackwell tract were baing drawn, and also

stated that he had secuved and dulv execntad the antdon am Fhe Do G wfdbens oo

e, A s osked o Lot c}p‘#fows be swociced on offer J)m{;-erﬁes a({,é)éen‘f
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the Park property, which may be needed fof the Park. A motion was made

by Commiasioner Silver and seconded by Gommissioﬁer Voorhees that Vice-
Chariman Doyle be authorized to secure options on such properties as he
may deem advisable and necessary.

A¥chitect-- Viceucﬁairhan Doyle also made a report on having secured the
services of Mr., Leavitt of New York, as a landscape architect, and stated
that he was Eightly pleased with Mr. Leavitt as he had shown so much en-
thﬁsiasm in this workk , and-there was no dougt in his mind but that

Mr, Leavitt was the very man that the Commission needed for said purnose.
Vice-Chairman DoyleAalso stated that Mr, Leavift was surveying the Rlackwell
property and would be prepared, in the courserof two or three weeks, to present
plans to the Commission for inspection.

Committee,— A motion was made by Vice~Chairman Doyle and seconded

by Commissi ner Silver that a éommittee of two be appointed to draft such
bills as may be necessary to_further the project of the Washington Crossing
Park Commission, and said bills to be presented to the Legislature this
Winter. Acting Governor Prince appointed on this Committee} Commissioners
Doyle and Voobhees,

Special mesting- Inasmuch as several of the Commissioners would not be

able to abtend the regular meeting of the Commission in Janurary, it was
suggested that Vice-Chairman Doyle cull a speci2l meeting some!ime during
December, after plans had been received from Yr. Leavitt, the architect,
A1l the commissioners were in favor of this special meeting.

Bills,- The following bills Qere read and approved ;-

G.A. Mishler, for bag for use of the Sedretary. . . « « « o o o0 &

ExS

12,
Florence L, Steel, for sterographlic services . . . « o . v « o« & o 13,95
ad journment ,« The meetlineg adjourned at 3:20 p,M,
Hespoctfully submittes, k / s/'z ¢ y “g// cr
Ségiwiﬁzﬁ?/
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The minutes of the last regular meeting were not read,

The Sesond Special Mesting of the Washington Crossing Park Commission
was called for by Viee-Chalrman Doyle on December £824, 1912, at 12
o'clock noon, in lien of the regular meeting on January 6, 1913, as stated
in the minutes of our last repular meebting.

Present ,- There were present at ﬁhis special meeting, Governor Wilson,
Véce~-Chairman Doyle, Colone%iLibbay‘and L.V. BSilver. As there was not a
quorum present the meeting was not called to order.

Engineer,~ We had with us at this meetlng, Wr. leavitt the Landscape
Enginéer. He had with him a set of plans which were shown to the CGovernor
and the varlous details gone over.with him, After so doing, the plans and
general ideas as stated and set forth were sanctioned by the Governor.

Form of Plans,- Mr. Leavitt stated that he would have these plans done in

india ink and framed, but before having them framed he would give the
Commissioners an opportunity te sign their respective names, Governor
Wilson agreed to this.

Prasgent, There wers also present at this informal meeting, Adjutant
General Wilbur Sedler and Congressman Allan B, Walsh., Both of these gentle-
men were very much pleased with the plans as presented by Mr, leavitt.

Call of meeting, The Vice-Chairman stated that he would have a call

issﬁed for another meebing of the Commission in & few days, urging the
presende of every Commissioner, so that the plans éould be adouted in the
whole; also the presentati nofl bills to carry on the plans és prasented,
said bills to be preseﬁted at. this coming Legislature,

Ad journed,&s there was nothing further to come before this infofmal meeting,

it adjourned at 12:85. 3ecretary,



Add, 27 State of New Jersey
Office of the Comptroller of the Treasurgy

Important : Trenton, Novemberl 1912
To Secretary |

Washington Crossing Park Commission

State of New Jersey

Pursvant to Joint Resolution Nol 8, approved April 21, 1909, and in
agcordance with Sectiqni thergof, you will please submit to me, upon the
within form and according to tﬁe instructions herewith relative therebo,
the information recited in s&id sectionl, to wit:

"On or before the 10th day of January in each year, all Spate Institutions,
Departments, Boards, Commissions, Officials and Bodies dependent in whole
or in part upon legislative apppopriation for support, SHALL submli to the
Stéte Comptroller, upon forms prepared and provided b y him, an estimate of
thelr needs for the coming fiscal year and for supplementary appropriation
for the current fiscal year, if such supplemental appropriation is necessary,!

As these statements must be condensed, compiled and tablusted by me
and prepsred and printed in pamphlet form and submittad to the Legislature
by Februaryl, 1913, a very prompt submission of the required estimates is
an absolute necessity, and such submissions failing to reach me by January
- 10, 1913, at lotest, must necessarily be omitted from said pamphlet, and as
said pamphlet submltted to t he Legislature will have a dir ot bearing upon
the appropriations incident to the support of the interests under your care,
promptness in conforming hereto is of vital importance,

INSTRUCTIONS .= In the space designated as Ttems, describe in detail
for what the appropriation is vequired, and enter the amount required for
each item so designated in the column headed Supplemertal Appropriation,
if the amount is desired to be used during the fiscal year ending Octpber 5,
1913, and 1 the column headed Annual Appropriation if the amount is desiped

to be used durine the fiscal year ending October 31, 1914. Have the submission
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approved b. management, if Institution; Head, if Department; President of
Chairman and Secretary if Board, Commisiion or Body, and by 3elf &f Official.
Respectfully,
Comptrodder
Conforming to Joint Resoltion No. 8 Approved April 21, 1909, and Sectionl
thereof Washington Crossing Park Commission herewith submits the estimate

of appropriations reguired for the perieds for below stated.

TTEMS © SUPPLEMGNT L APPEOPREATION  Annual APPROPRIATION
- in detail for which FOR f£iscal year ending Fo# fiscal year ending
appropriation is required Ostober 31, 1913 October 31, 1913
Amount of Items Total Amount of Ttems Total

Additional land. approximately
200 acres 35,000
For principle Highway : 35,000

For resboring original Road

of Lane 5,000
Preparation of land. 10,000
For water supply & sewage wystem. 5,000

For engineering expenses, Supervision

& expenses incident to the work of the

Comm’ ssion 25,000
General planting 10,000
$90,000

HFE#

it the adjoﬁrned 5th reguléar meeting of the w“shington Crpssing Park
Commsiion , held on Tuesday, November 12, 1912, in th: Governor's office at
the State Hoise, the following resolution was adopted: A1l members of the

Commission being present.
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Commissionér Voorhees moved that we purchase the Blackwell tract
of land, which was geconded by Commissioner Libbey, and which was carried.

The purchase of this tract was referred to Commissioner Doyle as he
was requested by the Commission at an ezrlier meeting Lo secure the option
on same, |

/s/ L.V, Silver
Secretary
iR

The seventh regulargﬁéeting of the Washingtén Crossing Park
Commission was held Monday, January 13, 1913, in the Governor's office
at the State House, _ ‘

The Commission was called to order by Vice~Chairman Doyle, at 3:30 PLM.
Present, There were pregent at this meeting, Governor Wilson, Commissioners
Doyle, Libbey, Voorhees, Joralemon and Silver,  Governor Wilson having
other business was unable to remain durine the entire meetingl
Plans,~  Just previous to the ¢alling of the meeting to order, Mr. Charles
Leavitt, Jr., the enginser, prosented to the Commission, and Indis Ink
sketch of the plans, and the commissei ners present went over them very
carefully and wers very much pleased with them, They were then signed by
Governor Wilson, and the other commissioners present. Commissioner Blackman's
signature was placed thereon by Colonel Libbey, at the request of Commissioner
Blackman, he authorizing us to do so ina letter under date of dJanuary 10, 1913,
Deeds, 5 Commissioner Doyle spoke of having the deeds for the Blackwell
tract prepared and as far as he knew, they sould be recorded elther Honday
or Tuesday of this week. & transcript of the minutes authorizing Mr. Doyle
to purchase this land was forwarded to Nelson Gaskill, the Assistent Attorney
General, Comaissioner Doyle, stated thet the deeds would be made out for

h1g,000, covering the purchise of 100 acr s, as roquired by Low in the bill,
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but that he has secured a long optlon on the remaining number of acres for

#1,000 to be purchased and paid for when money for same is available,
Bill,- Vice-Chalrman Doyle also spoke of having prepared with Commissioner
Voorhees, & bill to be presented to thls Legislature asking for an appropriation
of $125,000 to further the work of the Park Commission. the Secretary also
filed with t he Comptroller, a achedule for sald appropriation.

Schedule approved - A motion was mede by Commissioner Voorhees and

seconded by Commissioner Libbey that the schedule be made an Act of this
Commiddion and approved.‘jﬁbtion\carried.

‘Blackwell deed,- Commissioner Doyle stated thal he has arringed with

the Blackwell frmily so that they miht have possession of the house on the
tract, until januwary 1, 1914, but that the Commission would have the right
to enter the premises at all times,

Tablet,~ Commissioner HsmekmmsJoralemon moved, and motion séeonded by
Commissioner Voorhees, that a committee of two, including the Vice~Chairman,
be appointed to sacurs a tublet, the price of which 1s not to exceed the sum
of @500. The chair appointed on this Committee, Commissioners Joralemon and
Libbey.

Photographs = It was moved by Commissioner Vogrhees and seconded by

Commissioner Silver, that twelve lagge photographs and twelve each of the v
vignette views be made from the large sketch presented to the Commission by
Mr, Leavitt., Also to have the sketoch of the plans framed. Vice=lhalrman
Doyle was appeinted to look after the same, Motion carried,

Engineers plans sccepted,— It was moved by Commissioner V oorhees and

saconded by Commissioner Joralemon that the plans and sketch be accepbed
ag presented by th fnginser, i.n'clud:‘mg his services for same the sum of $
$2,500, Also the work thus far done by the Committe~ who have this part of

the werk in charge, be approved. YMotion carried,
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Bills, =~ The following bills were submitted and approved y-

Florence E. Steel, for stenographic services éuring Dec,

and part of JANUBTY o 4w 4 4 v v v b u b s e e e e e ek e e $19.20

LaVe Silver for sbamps o o v 4 v 4 4 v 6 o v o 2 v s ow .. 5.00

Ches. W, Leavitt,dr. for professional services . . . . . . $2500,00
It was moved by Commissioner Voohees and seconded by

Commissioner Doyle that these bills be paid. Mobtion carried.

Ad Journment,- A motion-was made to adjourn to meet again at the call

of the Chair, or at the next regular meeting in February, if no sooner
convened, Motion carried.
‘Respectfully submitted,-
/s/ L.V. silver , Secretary
#ifia

The following letters were sent to Covernor Wilaon, and State
Treagurar Daniel S. Voorhees ;w |
Hons Woodrow Wilson,

tovernor of New Jersey,

Trenton, New Jersey,
Mr. dear Governor,-

I have the pleasure of informing you that by a unanimous vate of the U
Washin ton Gfossing Park Commission, which =et in the Governor's of fice,
at the Stobe House, Monday, February 3, 1913, you were elected an honorary
member of S&id Commission.

. Very respectfully,

- ;
J i

4,

rl
[
it

VZ
/

Seceratary

Hon, ‘Daniel S. Voorhees,

" State Treasurer,
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Hon,., Daniel 3., Voorhe:s,

State Treasurer,

Trenton, N.J. .

My dear l"'omm:i.:'-:ss:icn'ie.t’,w-- T have the pleasure of informing you that b y
a unanimous vote of the Washington Grossing Park Commission, which met
in the Governorts office, 4t the State House, Monday, February 3d, 1913,
you were elected an honorary member of said Commission.

We wish to put oursélves on record of appreciating the work you
have done on this Commisslon, and will take the liberty from time to time to
call upon you to render such service that we feel you will be able to give
us in comnection with furthering our plans, which we feel you have at heart,
and trust that you may see your way clear to mect with wus frequently.

Respectfully,

Secretary.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE WASHINGTON CROSSING PARK COMMISSION
IN HONOR OF THY HON, DANIEL 5. VOORHEES,

It is a pleasure to this Yommission to Place on record its cordial

apprecidtion of the warm support and faithful efforts on its behalf of

THE HON. DANIAL S. VOORHEES
Qur work has been lightened by his kindly council; and his careful attention
to the furthering of the objects we had In view have materiallj aided in
their realization.

If we are successful in providing a fitting and dignified memorial of
the aoty of our patriotic ancestors at "Washin"toﬁ's Crossing!" it will in no
small degree be due to his helpful cooperation in the lomation of our sarly
plans, and his skilful handling of the involved problems of securing the

means to carry them oub.
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means to carry them out,

The Commission expresses the hope that he will accept the honorary
membership voted him, as an invitation to continué hils active conneation
with their work and that he will live long to enjoy the fruit of our common

labors in this worthy cause,

&6
the regular monthly meeting of the W, shington Crossing Park
Commission was held on Tuesday, May 6, 1913, in the Governor's office

at the b+ate House.

Called to order,- The meeting was called to order at 2:30 P.M. by

Governor Fielder, presiding.
Present ,~ There were present at this meeting, Viee~Chairman Doyle,

Commissioners Grosscup, Edwards, Joralemon and Silver,

Tablet Commidsion- Commissioner Joralemon, as Chairman of the

Tablet Committee presented sketches and photographs for the contemﬁlated
tablet, all of which were carefully examined by the commissioners present,
and one ir particular approved, Commissioner Doyle moved, same

seconded by Commissioner Grosscup that the report of the tablet committee be
received and that the committoe secure a tablet not to cost over #500. Carried.
Bills,- ‘?he following bills were presented and approved,~

John C. Nevius, @ivil Engineer for surveying the Blackwell

farm at Washington Crossing o v v v v o o 4 v v o v v 0w oo o 223,50

Smith Press, for printing letter heads etc. § o o o o o o o o o 18,20
Florence W. Steel, for stenographic services during

the month of APril 1913 4 4« 4 4 v v v v 4 4 4o v 0w v v os  13.25

Communications ,- - Communications were received from President Wilson

and Commissioner Libbey stating they would be unable to attend this meeting.

Status of Commissionw Commissioner Doyle took up the matter of the

status of our commission at this time, and after a lengthy discussion. the
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status of our commisiion at this time, and after a lengthy discussion, the
Governor stated that he saw but one thing to do, and that would be to have
the Legislature take up the matter of our bill again, and try and get at
leat $12,000. Inasmuch as Commissiofer Grosscup stated that the Legislature
passed & resoltulon on this day not to take up any other bills except the two
which were before them for the special sesslion, it is possible thet nothing
can be done at this time,

P.R.R. Commédsioner Doyle presented & lette: form the Pennsylvania

"R.H. Co., offering the commission a traect of land on the opposite side of
the Blackwell tract, containing two houses, for the sum of $1250, Same was
held in abeyance,

Annual meeting,- Commissioner Joralemon proposed that at the next

regular meeting of the commission, which would be the annual meeting, the
first Tuesday in June, that the commissioners all go to Washington Crossing
and hold meeting there,
Adjournment ,~  The meeting adjourned at 3 P.M.

| /8/ L.V. Silver

Secretary

LIST OF EXPENBSES OF THE WASHINGTON CROSSING PARK COMMISSION, from
July 1912 to May 1913,

1912
July 3rd 100 two cent StaIHpa & 5 2 2 3 % 8 ® 3 5 s a0 5 % b » $2n00

n 6th Frankd Smith for 1500 letiter heads & linvelopes . . . .28.23
" 10th B5toll Stationery (o., sundrey supplies e v s a « 9.10
L 12th Frank Smith, 500 letter heads & supplies . . . . o . 6.50
" 18th  Frank Smith, 500 envolopeS. . . . s s s s s v u s v . 3.50
"18th Horace I. Fine Co., one rubber stamp & pad ., . . . . 65

" 4th Florence &, Steel, stenographic work . o » 4 o o » o« 14,70
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1912
July 29th
n 29th
Mug. '7th
" 7th
Sept, 28th
Qct. Tth
" 16th
Nov. lst
" 12th
Dec. 3rd
1913
dan. 13th
" 13th
" 13th
t 13th
Feb, 3rd
" 3rd
" 7th
" Tth
" 7th
" Tth
H 7th
" Toh
.May 6th
" 6th
n 6th
Qect  30th

. ' ¢
L.V. 33lver, postage. o o« « 5 o o o » o o » « 55,00

Florence &, Steel, stenographie work . . . . 19.80
Hibbert Printing Col + & & ¢ 4 & 4 & 4 & o & 11.00
Frapnk Smith & o 4 4 4 4 v o s 6 o s o o o 1.50
Capital Staionery Co. o + v « 4 4 « o o » o o7 5.25

Florence E. Steel, stenographic work . . « » . 33.15
Hibbert Printing Co. o ¢« & 4 4 ¢« v ¢ & s.6 ¢ o « 5,50
Florence E. St@L . ' v v v v v 4 v v v oW 12,30
G.A. Mishler, one bags « o « « o s o » » o » 12.00

Florence &, Steel, stenographic work for Nov. . 13.95

L.V. Silver, for postige v o v v v v oo o » . 5400

Florence B, Sﬁeel, for stenographic work ., . . . 19,20

‘Chas, W, Leavitt, for plans etc. « v + +» » » . 2500.00

Blackwell Estate, 100 acres of land and house 18000.00
A.V.Mannings Sons, for framing pictures., , . . 58.26
Florence £, Steel, for stenographic work . . . 12.10
Hughes and Morris, insurance on plans and

AWelliNge o o & o 0 5 0 4 s e w0 s e e e w e . 2940
Artists Packing and Shipping Co., packing plans 2,50
L.Y.3ilver, rubber stamsp postage. . « « . .+ « 5.35
James J. McGoogon, preparing options. . . . . 25,00
Oscar R, Applegate, photographs. . , . . . . 226.80
Florence K. S,eel, two months service . , . . 21.60
Johm C. Nevius, Civ'l Engineer . . + « 4+ o . « . 223,50
Smith Bros. printing etc. + . v & v o & o » « o 18,20
Fldfence L, Steel, stenographic work, Apr. 1913 13.25
W.Le Doyle, Automobile hire and R.R. Fare to f

Mew Vavrl Oditv . . . . : . . 38 20

i -
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Oct. 30th Florence E, Steel, for stenogrpphic services

from June 1lst to Oﬁt. Bd’ 1913 ® 4 % 2 4 e @ 12050

$22,391.99
RECAPITULATION,

APPROPRIATION FROM- STATE L R L e R R N S S P, %25,000000

L T 22391099
- B o

EXPENDITURES

A special meeting of the .lWashington Crossing Park Commssion was held
Thursday Janvary 22df3igthe Governor's office, at the 3State House,

The meeting was called to order by Governor Fielder at 2:15 p.m.
Pregent, There were present at this meeting, Commssioners Fielder,
Doyle, Edwards, Grosscup and Silver., Telegrams were read from Commissioners
Libbey, Joralemon and Blackman, saylng they were unable to attend,
Minutes,~ The minutes of the last meeting which was held on Jyne §,1913
were read and approved, after making the correction in same to read

texpenditures $22,391.99 instead of $22,344.29,

Annual report,~ The amnnual report prepared by Vice-Chairman Doyle

was read and with seversl suggestions made by the Governor istmo ba
presented to the Legislature as drafted, A motion was made to this efféct.
by Commissioner Edwards and same wasg carried.
Bill,~ The bill prepared by the Commidsion to ammend the original bill
of 1912 was read by Vice-Chairmen Doyle and with suggestions being made by
the Governor and the other Commissioners is to be prepared by Assistant
Attorney General Gaskill and presented to the Legislature at an garly date,
through the courtesy of Senator B,B. Hutchinson of Mercer.

8s the Commission is without funds or authority regarding the building
or lands now owndd by the Commission the meeting ad journed to await the passing

of thés bill by the Legislature giving the commission anthorily to take care

B A SUUN N RO IO D T B DR N SR SO Sy, Mian  warmd Sanme B Tagssan~d adk 3 T3 B
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The Fourteenth Meeting of the Washington Crogsing Park Commission

was held on Tuesday, November 24, 191k, in the Governor's office at the

3tate House,

The Mesting was called to order by Covernor Fielder at 11:15 A.M,
Presapt,~ There were prasent at this meeting Governor Flelder, Commissioners
Doyle, tdwards Grosseup, Libbey, Joralemon and Silver, A letter wes received
from Mfs. Blagkman stating that the Commissioner had been very i1l in the
Hospital, and was unable te attend the meeting.

Minutes,« The minutes of the last neeting which was held on January 22,
1914, were read and approved,

Reports,~ Commissio er Doyle made a report on Senate Bill No. 108,

which was presented to the Legislature by Senator Hqtchinson, and amended
by Senator Hennessey for the purpose of giving the commissioners the
avthority to take care o the Park, andmake such exchange of property that
might be deemed advisable from time to time by this Commission. Mr, Doyle
reported that the bill did not pass. |

Commissioner Doyle reported that he had sold the hay on the farm of the
Park grounds for $75.00 and had received & check for same, and had also rented
the house to Mr. Rickard J. Yard, for a rentsl of $15.00 per month, subject
Vto the will of the Commission, as to the length of time Mr. Yard may remain
& tenant there, Wr. Doyle further reported that he had colleccted rent for
October and November. The agreement between Mr. Yark and Mp. Doyle for the
Commissioﬁ was that the rental be payable in'advance. Commissioner Fdwards
made a motion that the reports of Commissioner Doyle be accepted and anproved,
Motion carried,

Commissioner Doyle also reported that khe had an Interview with the
Assistant State Comptroller regarding the funmds in possession of the Wash- -

ington Crossing Park Commission at this time, and was informed that he could
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deposti that money in any Bank in Trenton, in the name of the Washington

Crossing Park Comﬁission.

Funds ;- Commissioner Jilver moved that the funds be deposited in a Bank
in Thenton, and subject to the check of the Wasington Crossing Park
Commission. 5aid check to be aigﬁed by Vice~President Noyle and Sbcretary
Silver,

Leage of Farm, Commissioner Edwrds moved that Commissioner Doyle should

make an effort to issue the farm if possible, for the comlng year, the
lease to expire NovemberLi; 1915; Carried.
Legislation~ Commissioner Fdwards made a motion that Commissioner Doyle
again present a4 bill similar to the one presented to the Legislattre
last year, throught the kindness of Senator Hutchinson to the coming
Legislature, Carried.
Bille,~  The following bill was presented, - E. B. Morrls Company,
for balance of Insurance due ther e b s s s s s e e e $3.00
It was ordered paid,

The Menting adjourned at 12 noon Sharp.

/s/ L.V. STLVER

Sedretary

For the purchase of the MoKonkey Ferry House and adjoining land to the
Delaware river as descrhébed in agreement dated December 27, 1921,

$8,000,00  Bill passed to payment March 31, 1922,

MORE
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State of New Jersay
Department of Conservation and Development
Mr, John L. Kuser, - October 21, 1921
Peoples Brewing Co.,

Trenton, N,d.

Dear ¥Mr. Kuser:

I am sending you by this mail & package contdining the following bearing upon
the proposed park at Washigéton C}ossing, that the commlitee appointed by
the Board may Ee prepared to open negotiations with Doctor Strittmatter,
and to take such other steps as are advisable,

1. A letter written to Dr. I,P. Strittmatter July 19, 1921, his reply dated
July 22, 1921, and my acknowledgment dated July 25, 1921,

2. lMemorandum respecting the value of the land that should be aequired
from Doctor Strittmatter,

3. A photostat reproduction of Mr, C.W, Leavitt's plan of the authorized
small park, and a copy of Mr. Leavitt's letter accompanying.

On this plan are wmarked in pencil the present State holding; the
Strittmatter lot about the MeKonkey ferry house (Washington's headquarters);
the block of three adverse holdings with bulldings on then which must be
acquired; and the Strittmatter and the Nelson lots below the highway. The
lines at the right of the print represent the present road layout from the
Gounty Engineert's maps. They need not be particularly considered ;t thei time.
4s Notes made by me when Mr, Leavitt's plan was first received, and a
memorandua relative to cooperation with the county freeholders.

5. Photostat copy of & plot of all the properties about Washington Crossing,
which the old Washington Crossing Park Commlssion condidered in comnection with
its plan. The options referred to have, of course, long expired, and the

greater part of the Ira J. Plackwell tract is now S5tate property. The outline
oft i /)rc}.’#SﬁfC{ suall e vk s stefohed gy Hy's f)/dr’»/ e
¢4



. {;3;:\
l') bl

Add, &5

5.
7.

A photograph of the large park plan made in 1913.

Memorandum by Charles K. Hammitt received October 13, 1921, thru

Mayor of Trenton.

The Department!s present authority is found in an item of the gurrent

appropriation act, which reads:

For the pruchase of the McKonkey ferry house and the development of not

more than ten acres of the State park at Washington Crossing . . . . #10,000,

The Comptrolier has ruled that as‘the ferry house cannot be acquired

without taklng some land about it, the 2-4/5 acres included in the small

Leavitt plan may be considered as within the statutory requirement,

Sincerely yours,

’ /8/ Alfred Gaskall, Dir-ctory
#HEE

Memorandum Of Joint Conference ~ June 5, 1928

The Pennsylvenie Washington Crossing Park Commission and the Board of

Conservation and Development of New Jersey with invited guests held a Joint

conference on Tuesday, June 5, at Washington Crossing and at Hilltop, the

estate of Mr. Johm L. Kuser, There were present the following.

From Penmsylvania

Members of the Washington Crossing Park Commission
Allen W, Hagenback, President

W.

Clayton Hackett, Secretary

Henry Y, Polkering

Edwin B. Malone

Samuel (¢, Rastburn

William D. Ridgway

Thomas Seobt

Iirnest H. Harvey, Assistant Secretary

Hon.

Gen.
Homnl
Hon,
Hong
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.,
Hon .

Charles i, Dorwothe, Seey. Dept. of Forests and aters, -(Representing the
Governor of Pennsylvania)

Frank D, Beary, Adjutant General

James L, Stuart, Sgeretary of Highways

Benson £, Taylor, Secretary of Property and Supplies

Art ur P. Townsend, Budget Secretary

Frederic A, Godcharles, State Librarian

Horace VW, Schantz, President pro tem of Penna, State Senate

Henry W, Watson, Member of Congress from Bucks County

Charles J, Buckman '

“Dr. W. Albertson Haines, Member of General Assembly from Bucks Yo.
Judge William C. Ryan Bucks County Courts
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From New Jerseg

Governor A, Harry Moore
HMembers of the Department of Conservatin and Development
Howard F. McConnell, President of Board

John L, Kuser Member of the Board
¥1lliam E, Florance, Member of the Board
Walter K, Robb Member of the Board
Henry L. Mogller Member &f the Board
Albert W. Drake Member of the Board

Henry B. Kummel, Dirctor, Dept. Conservation and Development
C. P, Wilber, State Forester, Chief of the Division of Forests and Parks.
J+ Gilbert Borton, Land Agent

e e med gem Em ees A e e owm A e

Hon. Charles A, Eaton, Member of Congress - Fourth Distrigt, N.J,

Hon. Ernest K, Ackerman, Member of Uongress, Fifth District, N.J.

Col. Mahlon R. Magerum, Board of Taxes and Assesments )

Mr, Cornelius C. Vermsule, of Fast Orange, N.J,

Maj. Cornelius €.Vermeule, Jr. Summit, N.J,

Mr. Rudolph Kuser of Trenton, N.J.

Mr. B.C. Kuser of Trenton, N.J.

Mr, and Mrs. John L. Juser, Jr, of Trentor, N.J., Mrs. Kuser acting as the
gracious hostess of the occasion,

Invited guests and representatiges of the press of Pennsylvania, New Jersey
and New York. Total attendance at the luncheon was 112,
The party assembled at the Pennsylvania Park and after a brief inspection

of that park and point of embarkation of Washin ton's Afmy, and & short address
ty Me. S.C. Tastburn of the Pemnsylvania Commission, the party crossed to
Memorial Garden and the Historic Museum, The party then proceeded to Hilltop,
whers it was the guest of Mr., John L. Kuser at luncheon. Following the lunch-
oon the conference organized by the election of Mr. Allen ¥, Hagenback, P
President of the Pennsylvania Commission as chairman, and Henry B. Kummel of the
Department of Uonservation md Development of New Jersey, Secretary. Mr. McConnell,
President of the Board of Uonservation and Development, in behalf of that board,
offred the following resclution:

Whereas, the States of Pennsylvania and New Jersey have established Memorial
Parks in each state at the point, where on Christmans Night, December 25, 1776
(leneral Washinton and his armay crossed the Delaware River amid the floating

ioe; and
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Whereas, this crossing, the march to Trenton by his ill-clad army, the
sudden attsck on the Hesslan troops, and the signal vietory inspired new hope
and courage in the hearts of the colonists, and gave that life to the cause of
liberty which led to the final suocess of the fmerican Armss and
Whereas, the suitable marking of this historic spot is a matter which concerns
not alone the adjacent states, but all states of the Union; therefore

Be it Resodwed, that it is the judgment of this conference, consisting of
the Governors of Permsylvanigiand Néw Jersey, the Pennsylvania Washington
Crossing Park Commission, the New Jersey Boerd of Conservation and Development ,
the United States Senators and Gongressmasn of these two states,a dn iﬁvited
gudsts hére agsembled, that tle action of the two states in establishing and
maintaining Memorial Parks on both sides of the Delawars River at Washington
Crossing should be supplemented by the Federal Government through the erection
of & Memorial Bridge of adequate design; and

Be it further Resolved; that Senator Reed of Pennsylvaria and Senators
idge and edwards of New Jersey, and the Congressmen from each state, be urged
to use their utmost efforts to secure the prompt enactment of the necessary
legisltion and aporopriation to provide such a Federal Memorial at Washington
Crossing; and

Be it further Resolved, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the

Senators and Coneressmen of Pennsylvenia and New Jersey,

The Chairman, in introdueing the following speackers, spoke most enthusiastic-
ally of the determ'nation of his Permsylvania colleagues to do everything they
- could to forward the movement for a Memorial Bridge. He then called on Mr. Charles
&, Dorworbh, Secretary of the Department of Forests and Waters of Pennasylvania,
and personal representative of Governor Fisher of Pennsylvania, who brought to
the conference assurance of the Governor's interest in this projéct, aﬁd pledged

suppbrt., He also strongly endorsed
Permaylvaniaskhaxbragghocksxt haxssnfarenes the movement in his own behalf,
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and as secretary of the State Department having fiseal control o¥er the Pennsylvania
park., Brief addresses favorihg_ﬁhe*ﬁridge and pledging support were made by
Congressmen Watson of Pennsylvania; énd Conpressmen Charles A. Raton of New Jarsey,
representing the Congressional districts in the two states in which the bridge
approaches will be located,

The resolution was then put to a vote and was unanimously adopted,

By a rising vote a resolution of thanks was extended to Mr Kuser for his
abundant hospitality and to ﬁ;s aidgs for the successful h&ﬁdling of the
entertainment. |

The Chairman then declared the meetingradjourned.

/s/ Henry B. Kitmmel

Sedretory
e s
Note:
Following #» were the members of the Pennsylvania Commission
Allen W, Hagenbach, President Allentown, Pa,
W. Clayton Hackstt, Secretsry  Haston, Pa,
Samuel C. Eastburn Langhorne, Pa,
Louis H. Hitchler  Oxford, Ya,
Bdwin B, Malone Washington Crossing, Pa,
Henry Y. Pickering _ Yardlgy, Pa,
Fred B. Gernerd Allentown, Pa,
William D, Ridgway Bethayees, Pa,
Thomas Scott Bristol. Pa,

Hitiki
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July 25, 1921

Dr. I.P. Strittmatter,
999 North Sixth Street,
Philadelphla, Pa,
Dear Sir:
It is a pleasure to have your letter of July 22 with its intimation
that you are disposed to consider with this Department the acquisition by the
State of a part of your propg§£y at‘washington Crossing.

It is reasonable of course that you shorld be compensated for your outlay,
tho 1t is doubtful if the Board of Conservation and Develomment will eare to
make the initial offer. However, with your permission I'll take the matter
up with t he Board and communicate with you further. This may require a little
time, as a number of the members are now out of reach.

Very truly yo:rs,
/8/ ilfred Gaskill
Director,
i
June 16, 1921

Mr, Alfred Gaskill, Yirector

Department of lonservation and Bevelopment

Tp.enton, New Jersey.

My dear Mr. Gaskill:

Confiming your letter orf April eighteenth, I have prepared a landscape

plan, drawing #1713-", for Washington Crossin Park, showing, in accordance with

the Leglslature's recent act, an area not more than ten acres in extent and ine
¢luding the historic McKonkey ferry house. This plan I left with you at the Trenton
State House on June tenth, Referring to our sefgral interviews and to the visit
which we, together with Senator Heath and Assemblyman Blackwell, paid to Wash-

inton Crosding on Juse tenth, I beg to call your attention to the followings

When the original plan was drawn by me in 1913 for the development of the
park, land had been agnuired east of the canal running east along Pennington Road:
to Bear Tavern. The ferry house, the land immediately around it, the two adjoining

house lots, the land between the highroad and the canal, and between the canal
~and the riverts edge had not been obtained., A1l these. howaver. wers indicntsd
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in my first design,

Now, however, that an area so much smaller is contemplated for the parkk
it is essential that the ten acres authorized mf for development be carefully
chosen, W' map shows the graound I recommend, This land extends north from the
Pennington Hoad about twelve hundred and sixty feet on both sides of the State
Higtway and paralleling it, in & strip approximately three hurdred and fifty
feot wide. The whole plot, as it should, has the effect of bordering the river
bank. Tt commands the land to the east, over which the troops started their
Trenton march after landing, but, more important, it commands the river and
the river banks on both sides, and the McKonkey ferry house.

I ean see no objection to disposing of the property the State owns
lying to the east of this acreage. It is superfluous from the historic:
standpoint of the actusl crossing and the cost of upkeep would necessariyy be
high for so great an area, .If this:lend, when sold, is subdivided, the house
lots on the east end could have access to the indicated park road through
righte~of-way and bring high valuations. )

My design provides an &R entrance tothe park at the intersection of
the Pennington ,o2d with the State Highway, which is the first warning coming
up from T enton of the crossing,and here I propose a treatment of Colonial gates
and walls with & commemorative tablet, IThere is a dangerous curve, ag the Mercer
County Highway Engineer has already noted, in the Pernington Yoad, and this
should be straightened. In fact, I show the Pennington osd brought in at right
angles with the river road, not only for practical purposes, but to obtain a
palanced design. The park road of eighteen feet of pavement curves up the
meadow in & graceful line, following the ground clesely so as to avold as much
chenge in the original topography as possible,

About two hundred and sixty-five feet south of the McKonkey ferry house
the road widens oul to an overlook, which point is the natural crest in the
topography and would provide with a termination and approach, well up on the
hillside, the possitle memorial bridge, . “hould the pridge cross the river parallel
to the existing old bridge, it would reach the Pennsylvania side somewhere between
the old Pennsylvania tavern and the old Pennsylvania ferry house to the north,
T cannot urge too strongly, in the development of Washington Crossing Park,
the co-operation of New Jersey and Pennsylvania. With the overlook at elevation
ninsty-nine, the bridge would cross the railroad, the canal and the highway
with suificient head room.

A 1ittle Colonizl garden is shown opposite the McKonkey ferry lhouse
and, to the n rth, the Lambertville gate which is not accented as much as the
Trenton gate, to the southy The State High ay, to my mind, needs particular
treatment to establish an old-time feeling. DBordering the pavement, strips of
grass ten feet wide are shown , with rows of large shade kmx trees and low walls
which in some places would ret: n, of the very beautiful native sandstone.
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To me, it seems most essential, from an historie and sentimental standpaint
that the park, #8 2 memorial, in addition to the ten acres just described, should
include intact the land down to the waterts edge for the whole park frontage,
for, as far as New Jersey was coneerned, the water's edge and the ferry house
were the stage on which this most important drama was enacted. Already bungalows
and other undesirable buildings are creeplyg down the river bank., Yet it is the
very essence of the memorial that the shore should be kept as in Washington's day.
To date the State had not acouired the shore. That shouls be the next legisiatiwe
action.

T am
Very truly yours,
: Charles W. Leavitt.
A

The plan of necesslty covers the property not owned by the State at
the western corner of the Blackw®ll farm. Provision will have to be made soon
to acquire this. Provision should also be made to acquire the strip of land
between the State highway and the canal, -and then the broader strip between the
rajlroad and the river bank., In the development of the latter the cooperation
of the P.R.R. should be sought,

If this plan is accepted, and the remainder of the State property sold,
restrictions should attach to the deed requiring bulldings on land adjoining the
park to face the river, and have their approaches upon the park drdve - this that
back-yard nuiesances amy be avaolded,

Questions,

Ts it advisable to purchas: the old barn and the land about it as indicated
in the sketch? I douvt it, ithatever of the 3tritmatter land 1s acqulred above
the State road should be so located and guarded that admacent nuisances will be
avoided. '

When aequiring the adverse holdings between the State land and the Ferry
House consider whether the buildings there should be moved back beyond the State
line, or whether the owners should be satisfied and the buildings moved off al-
together. The former will probably be less costly and more acceptable tot the
present owndérs, The latier may be advisable as & means of secuiing & higher
class of building next the park frontzge.

Question Mr. Leavitt.

Is it intended that the whole frontage along the State highway shall
have a retaining wall, or is that only to be in front of the overlook?

Is the low wall indicated on the lower side of the State highway to be
carried across the whole front of the park, or is that also to be only on the
bridge site?

#hat sort of structure is to e erected at the concourse and Trenton
gate? Is it to be of stone, or concrete, or of other material? The same
question respacting the Lambertville gate and the Crossing Overlook.

June 1i, 1921 AG
' Director
b

NOTES RELATIVE TO NEJ WASHINGTON CROSSING PARK PLAN

The new plan by Charles iJ, Leavitt contemplates-
1. Developing an area of approximately 10 acres with its long axis parallel to
the river, this contrasting notably with the older plan, whose long axis was at
right anpgles to the river.
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2. The principal feature is a drive well up on the bluff from which the greoatest
advantagas of outlook is secured., *his road is continued past the old TFerry House.

3. Provision is made for a moderate area noth of the Ferry House in order that
the latter shall not be crowded next whatever development may occur upon the
adjoining property. The garden dew sketched east of the Ferry Houss may, or
may not, be developed. '

L. A concourse at the Trenton gate solves several difficulties respecting the
approaches, makes the crossroads safer, and will tend to push objectionable
features upon the adjacent property into the background, This congourse feature
should be developed in cooperation with the Freeholders of mercer “ounty.

5. "he thers is no provision for, nor immediate prospect of, & Memorial bridge
across the river, the possibility of such a development has been kept in mind.
What is called the "Crossing Overloik" can be converted into a bridge approach
at a minimum cost,

6. The plan takes advantage of all standing trees. The pAnting proposed is
not excessive. ‘

el
Memorandum re. Washington Crossing.

Mercer County Freeholders Bray, Hutchinsor, Wyeoff(with County fngineer
Harris) and l:ter Royle, ealled to consider the development of the Park,

The County desires to cooperate with the State but finds 1t difficult
to adjust the Pennin-ton road to the Leavitt plan on account of damages asked
by property owners. The four Freeholders agreed that it would be reasonable
and proper for the County to develpp the southern end of the plaza a t the
Trenton gate, the State undertaking the northern half,

But the Leavitt plan requires some modificatlon at this point, because
his layout of the river road is not exactly richt.

It was agreed that the County Engineer should furnish a blueprint of
the locatlion and that an erfort should be made to adjust the Leavitt plan to it
Publication shall then be made of the project in order that discassion shall
help along in adjustment. The Freeholders were inclined to agree with my view
that there cén be no question of dumages on account of property that may have
to be taken at that point, since the improvemtn must be a poitive benefit to
every adjoining owner,

AB
July 20,1921 Direc tor.



Mr, Alfred Gaskill, Uirector of
Department of “onservation & Development
Trenton, New Jersgey,

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of yours of July 19th, inquiring abou
acrgs of ground on which are situated the &cKogkey fgrry hzuggi:zdogaiﬁ79
I hgve been holding this property since the ninthe of Januwary, 1904 ané
have refused, at various times the sale of lots on the river %ront ,ho in
t at the State at some time would see fit to take it over, ) TOPTRE

In 1910 after the Knights of Columbus, at th i n' T

s , eir meeting in Trent
drew the attention of the people of New Jersey to the advisabilitj ofogoing
somehhing at Washington!s Crossing, I gave the state an option for the 123
acras, making the price just what the property stood me at that time.

The éption was allowed to la

. 8 . . ; pse, My price, as I remember, was about
il0,000.uO for the 123 acres, while the state paid $19,000.00 ;r threrabouts
or the Blackwell tract, which contained less than 100 acres and no river

f I‘Oﬂ‘b 1 a0 -
}/ |
Strittmatter letter

Since owning the property, I have spent $1600,00 on the house and barn in order

to held them together and in the hope that I could make the property carry

itself:; but the farm baing poory and the state having run 1ts road between

the only water supply (an extremely good one) and the house and barn, it hss

been impossible to make very little more at times less than the taxes on the 1
place, which were ilnereased from ¢38,00 in 1904 to $145,00 in 1921. ;

It is, for this reason, very hard for me to Fix a price on the part of
the famm, which of course, is most valuable because 1t contains the buildings
that make the ground rentaible. I would, therefore, request of you that you
would offer a price that you think would be fair, under the above circumstances,
and T will be very glad to go over it with you. '

T am somewhat disappointed at the appropriation, permitting you to
take only so small a plece of ground,

Thoroughly convinced that this seotion of the country ought to serve
as an educational medium for the present geration, I have donated to Rt. Rev.
Bishop Walsh, two and one~half acres, on condition that he would put up & ¢
church, which wouldl anser the purpose of church and community educational
center, I was very much pleas d with what he did in so short & time —w—=-
sinoe the latter part of Aprily when he received the deed of the ground.

Very sincerely yours,
I.P, Strittmatter

R




July 19, 1921

Dr. I. P, Strittmatter
999 North 3ixth 5t.
Philadelphia, Pa,

Dear Sir:

This Department now havin: jurisdict on in respect to the
reation of & memorial at Washingbon Crossing, is provided with an appropriation
a part of which is to be spent for the pruchase of the McKonkey ferry '
house, that a small traet of land aboub it to be joined with the front
‘of the property now omed by the State and developed into & park,

I am therefors approaching youfo r the purpose of inquiring the
price at which you will sell the'plece of land indicated in the enclosed
sketch, with the buildings now upon it.

Understanding thai you have long been desirous of aiding in
the establishment of a worbhy memorial at this point, the Board hopes that
it may be able to reach with you an agreement concerning the transfer of
the property desirad.

Very truly yours,

/s/ Rlfred Gaskill
Director,

B



FOOTHCTES
1. From Mr Leavitt!s letbter to Mr Gaskill dated Jupe 16, 1921,

2. 9€REismpoandxiem st as knkianien: Soe Apverdix 1,
3. The Schedule of performsnces are as follows:
Sunmtey 1964 ~ The Devilts Desclipls, Pennington Players, performances

3. See Schedule of Performencest dppendix

Ve

L, 3se Donations to Park “ppendis,

5. The actusl dedication of ths Park wia held on June &, 1926,
As part of the celebration an Indian villapge was construeted aml loesl
cltizers dressed as Ipddens,  Others appeared in a variaty of Colonial
enstumas « Yontineatals, Hessisns and British -. Rain Poroed the
cerimonies indoors to the local dance hall where festivitiles cont inued.
( Information from Maleolm Joiner.)

5. Diorams




