Dear Mr Van Dommelen =
This copy is for your files. Could you please
check it, and let me know if there are any
B Nemethy errors of fact?  Would you be able to phone .
(215) 297-5713 me - collect - at L0 AM Friday, let me know
if it's OK, or if any corrections sre needed?
Thank you again for your help! '

| VOYAGH
MEMORTIAL TO A SHORT/SumEmmMM

Geodge Washington Just dldn't live long enough to oleop in
all the pleces he's sald to have slepb.

ngkﬁftﬁﬁyiﬁm%;gy to see one awthentlioeted spot where he did
slecp of 14's ovor in Mevcer Counby, N J el Washingbon Crossing State
Fark - and wo'll oom&baok o this lateri.. ,

The pork was ovigloally aubthorized Jan 22, 1912 by I J Senate
Bill 52, which said it was ",..not 40 exceed five acres ab or near
the point whore Weshington orossed the river Delowaroe...(with) a suite
able mopument...at a botal cost...not 0 exceed $25,00044." :

(It woon't till & year later - sccording ‘to & news olipping
dated dJan 26, 1913 «~ that "btwo score prominent people™ decided bo
esteblisb & perk or memoriel on the Penmsylvenia slde, ot Teylorvsville,)

Since the N J Senate's authority to buy 5 acres, the pork lm
grown mightily. The firvsd ‘bract of 100 sores wes bought from A D
Blackwell for $18,000. MHore tracts vers bought up, bhon in 1963
the state gave anobher 400 scres under tho Green Aoves ProsTail.

Toddy the park conmbains 000 oords & < with manicured lawnsg
éﬁf*&i%?ﬁg? a nabure centeor with woodland trails, a genm 0fzu19§§§5
nmﬁﬁxﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁkﬁnﬁmﬁmm the histowic MoKonkey Perry House, and 35 acres
of ‘breec nursery, which raises ovor 750,000 seedlings of various
types each yeuxr.,

The man in overall chargo of the parik is Dirk Van Dommelens
hets also a direotor of the Washingbon Crossing Associsbion. This

group - which was LTounded in 1964 during New Jersey's 300th Anniversary
year « is made up of 12 comunliitees whose sim is to make fhe park'e
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facilities blgger and bobter.

To date, their Natbure Commitbee has seb up bthe nature museum
and plgnn@d the neture trallss +the Cultbural Committee worked on
x%ﬁ%%ﬁéﬁﬁmﬁggmxmxﬁm the open-adr theateriunxanbinyy the istoric
Commissdlon dreams of turning the lioKoglsey bern(?) iato & Higtorame -
with a £ilm reenscting the crossing/kh¥ Hhe Deleware, snd o diorams,
of the Batllo of Trentons TINLS <EE% iﬁ{fn@ of Van Dommelen's petb
projoets ). '

Phis year, bthe park added btwo naturalists to ide staff - Joe
Butehko and Herry Volker, both Biology mejors: They!ve been bullding
the nature trells, clessifying end tagglng AT mony verdebies of troes
end plents, end toking grofups on neture walks, (Intorested groups
can meke wevservobtions for o guided bour by phoning (609) 737-0623,)

Reocenily, we pald a visdd to the park and wolked one of bthe
nature wroils with Joe Bubohko, Our starting point was the spring-
house and tiny pool at the Cedar Bllss seobion of bhe park, where
eboulb o dozen girls from Penninglbon Scout Troop #77 wére waldiag knee-
deep in fthe pool,; oleaning it oubt. (T% was obvious that the place
had been usod ag a plonle spot, when you saw the beer cang end other
rubbish bhe girls fished out of the water).

From therso we Lullowed o neatly-cub path about Lfour footb wide,
aldng which were white markers glving hhefnames of fome of the wilde
ilowers and trees, Portions of the path are paved with wood chips
which cone,; Joe said, from the wood~chipping wachines used by tree~
Srimsers, We soon learned he's a dediceted bug collicebor, for at
intervals Joe would dext ot the shrubbery end come back with a specimen

for his colleotion.

Ve passed throvgh a sbond of cedar trees and uanderbrush. Thesey
Joe aaid,show ‘bhal the eres had recently boen meadowlend, In tlme the
dadars will die out, to be repleced by the deciduous trees of the
elimgx Torest, Soon we resched an opon field with an old faxuthouse
at the other ends as we pacssed a stand of milkweed, Joe suddenﬁiy
unatohed an orenge loaghorn beeble from ond of the plenis. Holding
it betweon his thumb and forefingor, he held it up Ho our eur, and
vie could hear boetle talk: @ iiny, engyy, chittering nolse,
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The Fforphouse at the end of the field is the park's nabure
centdr, and will be used as the sborbing point for the nabure
wualks, for lectures, £ilms etes AL one side of thehouse il a
"hird gerdent, plonted with birdeecd and sunflowers,

The cornerstone of the house bears the date “ad 1764 butb
thefinterior has been so "modernized® by previous owners hhelb
very little romaing of its originsl atmosphere¢ In ‘the ground-
flooxr wooms are displays of insects, a stulfed owl, and some dried
plants (which were prepared by belng oovered with silioca gel powder,
PThig removes all the moisture, bul the colorg stey bright end fresh),

On the way back to Ceday Bliss, Joe t0ld ve he epjoys taking
interented youngsbers on the guided welks, 1To keop noige and strag-—
gling to o miminun, he prefers bo work with no more than & dozen
= larger groups tend Yo gelbut of hand and meke po much noise you

Cdontt sce any hirds, becauvs thef've been scaved off, "You coulda'!b
‘see a magtodon, with some of the kids, " Joe sald,

3

We stopped off ot the Open Alr Théster, which is & n atural

amphitheater caxved out of o oleered and borraced hillside, focing
a2 atese ab the oot of & wooded hill, To one side i & none-nade

el B |

pond, and its overflow pung over & dem bhrough e nervow mogt which

separates the avdicnce from the stoge, - Pavk benches provide comfortable

gseating - and it Llooks like a wonderful place to gpend o _phessewas
AUNAET QVONINE,

Hext we vialted the trednuxsdry, which for 35 years bhas been
under the supervision of Charles Densbuwry. There he snd a group
of high school students were ey weeding beds of aturdy litle
conifer seedlings ebout an lnch hilhe The nursery, which is pard
of the ¥ § Conservation Serviee(?) ralses young trees ivon seoed,
ships theow out when they'ro two years old.  The nursery's main
funobion is bto reforest idle lend thoughout‘the stote, end recoenbly,

“they furnished the young trees for plontings a® Rouad Valley and

Spruce Run reservolirs, near Lebanon, if &,

M present, the nuzsery's. dnventory includes (inbhousands of
troes)s white pine, 3003 ilorwsy spruce, 2003 Austrien pine, 1503
plich pine, 40;.Japanaﬁe-laroh,535} and smaller quanbities of red
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pnd block oeky black looust end tulip poplers During their Lirst
yeaxr, bthe spruce end larch secdlings are protectddd by slatbted shadess
the obher verileblos dont nesd shading,

When the qeedTinqp;ggé two years old, they're prepared for shipe
ment in ¥jelly rohls"? ese are sheets of treated paper in which
250 pecdlings are packed ln web qphagnum.mcss, Mr Dansbury showed us
pn elechtrically~run counting toble which he builb from plans furnished
by a stobe nursery in Ngw York, Down ‘the centexr of bthe table is
a conbinuous conyeyer bellb. The wovbeza abtand alongoide thé bable,
with boxoes #ull of secdlings next to them, each man counbing oul
bundles of ten scodlings which he drops onto the beltb. A% the foob
of the belt, tho seedlings are seooped ocr in bunches of 50z, which
are then pocked into *jelly rolldh, bix Densbury bold us the men getb

o, Tive miante broak ot regvlar intervels, since the continuuua motGlon
of the bolt tends to affect one’ 's soens e of halence. Hvery so often,
fome joker will stop the belt auddeuly, Just Go MGG the men at the
Hable lurch and stogger avound until they'we vega ined their equili-~
brium,

Our finnl stop was Lhe MoKonkey Pexxy house, where lrs Lsne
Cocker 18 curator and hostess,.

At 6 PM Cheiotmes night, 1776, Washiungton's army of about 2400
men began crossing the Delowarse in o fleel of Durbam boatsi bhocuase
of Ffoul weather and loe conditions on the river, it took nine hours
to get all the troops acvoss, Ab about 3 An, Washingbon stopped in
ot leKogkey's tavern for o hot drink in feoant of the fire, then
sook an hour's rest in bthe upstairs bedroom. Ab 4 AM, the exmy
began its merch through the slippery woodland to Bear Tavern (now &
prigate home) bhen on bo kim viotory ab the Batile of Twrenton. Thelr
probable Line of mavch wes along Oonbtinental Lane, marked by a plague
about a hundred yacds from the Hekonkey house.

Inside the housg, Mrs (ockoer will show you the old glass=hoihomed
pewter mug used by bthe bartender. "Genblemen," he'd say, Whottoms
up ~- and herets looking abt youl? 'fn this weys he couvld keep an

e on his ousbonwrs al all timeﬁl langing in & reck et the fireplace
MORE



Smbeb
Wash Crosaing

i o long-stemmed olay pipe, which covld be renbed for a half-penny
PO evening., When the guent had finished his smoke, ho'd break off
oa ineh of the stem, 80 the next smoker could have a cleen moubhpicoe.

In the dining room, the fiwreplace holds an assorbtment of quaind
old-time implements; one bthet cought our eye is & booster that could
be swiveled, Go brown the breadbn both sidem.

Sﬁﬁ%ﬁe digé§§ table (made of a single plece of cherxyy vood)

1o se'hm% poewber plates and two-tined "dagser forksh, The
forks were used to hold the mest while it was being cuby the meot
wad then eaten off the knlfe.

In the upstaeirs bedroom where Washington slept, you can see &
typical Oolonial high~legged bed, with & movable trundle bed nesbed
beneath it, Phere are dozens of priceless old ibems in the hovse -
and Ira Qocker knows the story of each one,

80 when you visit the park, don't mise visiting the lieKonkey
House - and Nyra Cocker, Tell her we gent yous



