The dedication of the park was on June 6, 1926, There
govica oFan pen dressect as
was g Infan Villa@geﬂaﬂmerlcan and Hessian troops, Tents, teepees.
Just after 12 noon the rains came down., Running makaup on Ind&&ns.

Celebration and activities moved to'{he 01d Log Cabin - a dance hall

ned route #29, Winklers Band played., EMldUJUﬁﬁLﬁYJ AN held vincloors

P cogt B 732
he original gatewayf%as actoss from Perrones. The pléﬁuquas from

Tiffany in New York as were the eagles over the gateway.

Donations to the Park throughtout the years are as folhows:

Colonial Carden Daughters £f the American Revolution - 1926
(Ferry House rear)

Flag Pole N.J. Yong of the Revalution 1926

Thirteen “Im Trees Thirteen Original Colonies 1926
(between Ferry House and Church )

Monument --N.J,. Society of D.ALR.

-between Nelson House and River Bridge)l926
Native Stone Monument N.J. Society of Cincinnati~Ko4(l
(main road along
Pump (Sons of the Ameriwan Revolution 1927
(just northeast of thePlaza)

Honeyman Memorial *owntain -N.J. P.0.S. OF A : 1930
West of Ferry House along canal

Elm Trees George Washington Chapter of D.A.R. 1632
Opposlte Ferry House west

E1m(9)-0ak(1) N.J. Garden Clubs 1932

Geerge Washington Memorial Arboretum , Charles lathrop 1932

Pezk & Arthur Newhton Peck
Gateway to Canal Ramble & Tablets ~ N.J. 8001ety of

Colonisl War 1932

L " n i " & Fagles - NLJ. Soclety
of Colonial Dames of “merica 1932
Maple Tree (from Mt. Vernon) Bicentemnial Commission 1932

Large triangle plet in formal park)

Trees along 8ullivan Drive to Sulliavan Crove 1932



i

Trees along Sullivan Drive to Pullivan Grove
Daughters of Americen Colonists(elm)
2, Mercer Younty L H clubs {cak)
3. Jenny Jackson Society (oak)
b W,J. Daughters of the Revolution{oak)
5. 0.U, Americans, Teenton District (Oak)
6. Mercer County Pamona Crange (elm)
Te Jr. 0U.A.M., Centuny Council (elm)
8.,9,10,11, Dept. set out (oak)
12. éulingbon Council P.O.S.0of A (elm)

Scudder Qak Large Trisngle formal park Sgllivan Dr,
Julia Scidder in memory of “mos Scudder

Sund Dial McKonkey Gardens
General soclety Daughter of the
Revolution

Stone Gateways(2) Nursery

Cherry tree Mercer Yurrier L-H Club
(petween McKondy Ferry House &

Plagpole)

about three months,

heads, Spearheads énd a hatchet

1932

1932
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WASHINGTON CROSSING BTATE PERK, N.J
HISTORY ,

The area now known as Washington Crossing State Park was once the ﬁ/ %£VL JQ&/Q
campground of the Lenhi Lenapi and the Delaware Indians, " Later it was /fa,ﬁ
settled by farmers from England and the furpoean mainland,

The idea for a park on the side where Washington crossed the Delaware
seems to have originated with Mrﬁugﬁﬁg;;; of the Knigts of Columbus of
Brenten., I may also be that the donation of & marker by the Bociety of
Cincinnati aroused interest in establish;ng a park at the site. A Committee
of the Knighs of Cbiumbﬁé held a Euﬁiic'meeting at the Taylor Opera House in
Trenton, N.J. on October 12,.1909. At thgt time tbe'fesolution recomnending
to the governor of New Jersey that aﬂ_cpmmission be. appointed for the purpose
of properly making the point yhere Washington Crossd the Dela ware Rivef’g= e
prededing the Battle of Trenton,

Gor Foct

Beneral mae% reaction was favorabie and in 1909 va.WilSon'

v \Ud‘amcw.x_.‘-' —
appointed a commission to plan the. park R : T
- It appears that the Washlngton's Crossing project was inaungurated

by
its powers and duties." (Chapter 33 P.L. 1910) By this act the Governor

"An act creating the Washington's Crossing Commission and defining

was avbhorized to appoint 50 persons to congtitute .."A Board of

Commissioners by the name and style fof '"Washington's Crossing Comnission'

This commission had power to select such lands at Washington's Crossing
as in their opinion were sJitable for the purpose of a State Park and

was authorized "ho expend such sums of money as may be included in any
appropriation bill", Apparently no appropriation was made. Several

meebings were held bubt no minubes are available. Col, Libbey was the

. That may be the’

son ﬁ%y_the work went $0. slowly.

rchases was the Blackwell fxmmfarm which 1s presently

the Park Superintendent's residence .



Several options recelved by the commission were allwed to lapse.

Tn 197Z Mr. Strittmatter who had iﬁ%%gd fop-sEverat-yeard bo-gell- his
property Xmxkhmxmiceex hoping to sell it to the state, arranged to glve most
of it to the Roman Catholic Dioses of Trenton. #&xzl 3t. George R.Qf Church
now stands on that ground, Tthe state did, however purchace the MéK&nﬁey
Ferry House and the present:Fiag Barn . ;In 1930's the‘original,roéf of the
barn was removed and the present one built, -

The orig1na1 plans for the park 1ncluded the eredtlon of . a substantial
memorial brldge for both vehlcular and foot trafflc. The Park 1tse1 would
‘be on both therPennsylbania and New Jéféy_éide - ﬁbt:less than half.g mile
along the Delaware River and extending at least a quarter mlle/;;iigdthe

o .- and restoration
Relmaxxxiixer from the‘river on the New_Jersgy gidg. The purchase/of the
farm house Jurkdimy in which General Washlnton breakfasted while en route
to Prenton and the aqulrnlng of Scudder's Fallé, the r® ereétion of a
monument in the park, 1andscap1ng, road constructlon and purchaSe as a national

camp grounds, -- -

A second commission was organmzed uner under Senate Bill No. 52 ,(28-4;j

and the first meeting was held on June 1h, 1912.,
- In This act was Supérseded by "An act to authorize the acqulsltlon,

by purchase or condemnation, of lands for a park and the erection of a
monument commemorative of Washinton Crossing the river Delaware and for
the appointment of a commission to acquire sald lands and erect such
monument, (Chapter 32, P.L. %) By this act the Governor, the »
Comptroller, the Treasurere and five citizens of the Stabe, to be

named by the Governor, were gonstituted a commission with power to
acquire not exceeding 100 acres of land at or near Washington's Crossingf
and t0 erect a suitable monument en said lands when acquired at a total

cost for land and monument not exceeding 25,000, This sum was regularly

appropriated,



i\}' of the

‘. 1% .'(!1 r\. = .4 3 .
ef Trenton, Willlam t Doyl f Trentou, Col. Wllllam NJ Libbey of

RN Snpinro ¢ peE RRYTEN
' Princeton, Gharles Blackman of Ailantlc Clty]gnd.thenRev (Jeése Jaroloman of
i 'fJersey Gity.

bommlssioner S11ver was elected Secretary, Commissaoner Doyle

‘-..v.emq e e b

other informatlon %at

1and at Washington's Qrossing
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A map prepared by the first commission is feferred to in minutes

July 15, 1912 but not found.

Charles Leavitt,Jr. was engaged as landscapist(Minutes Dec., 3, 1912)
his plans accepted and $2500 paid him(Minutes Jan. 13, 1913, ) Mr. Leavitt
"retzined" (minutes Feb. 3, 1913). In a letter from Mr. Doyle to.Col, Libbey
is a note "Outline of Our understanding as to employment of Mr. Chas W.
Leavitt, Engineer of Park Plans". This memorandum is not found,

On June 16, 1921 Charles Leavitt, the architect s wrote Alfred

Gagkill, Director of the Department of Conservation and Dev Llopment
A W , Yt Lo Qi/,:,?dzufm
informing him that—Ne~hatprepsred—=a landscape Planq%f?—fvuﬂﬁ“inethe

o]

~ Mr. Leavitt gave the following account of the original plans:

When the origimal plandz was drawn by me in 1913 for the defelopment
of the park, land had been acquired east of the canal running along
Pennington Road to Bear Tavern. The ferry house, the land immediately
around it, the two adjoining houses losts, the land between the high
road and.the canal, and between the canal and the river's edge had not
been obtained. All these, however, were indicated in my first design.

Now, however, that an area so much smaller is contemplated for the
park, it is essential that the ten acres avthorized for development be
carefully chosen. My map shows the ground I recommend. This land
extends north from the Pennington Road about twelve hundred and sixty
feet on both sides of the State Highway and paralleling ity in a strip
approximately three hundred and fifty feet wide. The whole plot, as it
should has the effect of bordering the river bank., It commands the land
to the east, over which the troops started their Trentbon march after landing,
but more important, it commands the river aht and the river banks on
both sides, and the McKonkey Ferry house,

I can see no objection to disposing of the property the State owns
lying to the east of this acreage., It is superfluous from the historic
gtandpoint of the actunal crossing and the cost of upkeep would necessarily
be high for so great an area. If thés land, when sold, is subdivided,
the house lots on the east end sould have adcess to the indicated
park road through rights-of - way and bring high valuatioms)

My design pro@ides an eutrance to the park at the intersection of
the Pennington Road with the State Highway, which is the first warning
coming up from Trenton of the crossing, and here T propose a treatment
of Colonlal gates and walls with a commemorative tahlet, There is a
dangerous curve, as the Mercer County Highway Fungineer has already
noted, in the Pennington Road, and this should be straightened. In fact,
I show the Pennington Road brovght: in at right angles with the river road,
not only for practical purposes, but to obtain a balanced design, The

park road of eighteen feet of pavement curves up the meadow in a
ggaceful line, following the ground closely so as to avoid as much

. ?¢/¢? ange



well up on the. hlllSlde, “the )
fbrldge cross. the -river: parallel otthe

i-the bridge would’cros,

'7ffsufflcxent head ‘Toom,’

oo A little Golonial’ garden

.and 4o the north, the Lambertv1lle gate, which is not

mush as.the Trenton gate o the south, he State. nghway,
-needs partlcular treatment to establlsh an oldatlme feelin

”f:of the very beautlful natlve sandstcne.;;u;;q

To me, it ‘seems most essentlal, Lrom an. hlstorl

5?Jstandp01nt that the park aS' "memorlal, in addltlon

:“the water's edge and the fer*' ho
*flmportant drama. was enacted,
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The Secretary filed wit™ the Gomptroller a schedule for an
appropriation of $125,000( Minutes Jan. 13, 1913)

A tablet, presumable to meet the statutory requirement that a
"monument" be erected on the property, was authorized(Min. Jan. 13, 1913)
ordered(Min, May 6, 1913) and the order revoked(Min June ), 1913)

Several reproductions of the landscapists plan appear to have
been prepared and an electrotype 6f the plan was ordered(Min Feb. 3) No
record of the whereabouts of any of this property.

The building s on the Blac&well farm and the landscapist's paln
were insured, (Min. Feb. 3, 1913

he Commission had a conference with Pennsylvania interests
relative to a park on the other side of the river, and to a bridge
proposed to be built by the federal Goverament connecting the New
Jersey park with the Pennsylvania park. (Min. Feb. 3, 19130

Mi nutes April 7, 1913 record approval. of a bill of $226.80
for photographs, Mo record of them or the negative,

The minubes show that governor Fielller and Comptroller Fdwards
frequently attended the meetings of the Commission and that they
approved the plans for the park. ( 6//13) :

The minutes of Jan. 22,191l refer to an annual report but no
copu has been found,

The bill to enlarge the powers of the Commission referred to
above was approved for enachtment Jan. 22, 1914 and introduced as

Senate No. 308(Min, Nov, 2, 191L) This bill was reported out by a
C%%%i%tee subs%itute. It gives the Adjutant General the place of the

/A

It gives the Adjutant General the place of the Governor on the Commission

but appears to be otherwise as noled above.

Reported that the house had been rented and Mr. Doyle directed

e olished
to rent the farm if possibgd ( Min. Hov. 2, 1914} This was accomplishe

by the agreement with George . Anderson.

Qb@wﬁ “1g 21~ (%l3é;ip



