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INTRODUCTION

‘Washington Urossing State Park 15 located in Mercer County ahout
elght miles nerth of Trenton é.long thé Delaware River, _

It was twxw the Revelutionary Army crossed the Delaware on Chidlat-
mas night 1??6 preceeding the Battle or Trenton. '

Today the park sxtends one mile east of the riverbank and conta,inéﬁ

807 acres. It serves a varlety of uses with its plenie arsas, hiatoﬂn,

areas, mttme cenhar and Open Alx Theater.
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RSTABLY SHMENT OF A PARK

A commltiee of the Kilghta of Columbus held a piblic meeting in
'I‘i‘eriton in 1909, At this meeting a resolution was passed that Gowrnc)r"i“'k K }
Fort &ppoint‘& commlssion for the purpose of properly marking the point .
wherea Wé&hingtun crogsed the Delaw&re. The mbvement for establiahing ﬂuch'* o
& memorial afficialiy began in 1910 with the establishment of the commiﬁﬁion.‘.y
In 1912 the first land~«100 acres of the Blackwsll entale~-was purchnaaé. :
In 1915 the functjons of the commission wore merged into the Department -Agg
of Conservation and Development whioch enlarged and developed the project" ol

The orlginal park was to be on both the Permsylvania and New Jersey
sldes of the Delaware, not less than % mile along the Delawaire River .
and extehding at least a quarter mile 1nland from the River on the Haw;
Jarsey side. The park was set up so.the historic areas wouldn't |
be cluttersd with recreational facilities. Inoluded in the plans was f”
the purchase of the Ferry House, the erection of a monument in the parﬁ”
landscaping and road cona&ruchicn, and use ss a national military camyw

ground,
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LAND ACQUISITIONS

Originally the mrea was the campground of the Lenni Lenapl and _
Dalaware Iudiana. Ilater At was settled by farmers {rom England and -f{‘}
the Buropean mainland, B S

: he flrst record of anyone owning the land was in 1699 when Rut
Johnson acquired acresge of land bordering thelDalaﬁare and north of
prosent day Route #id and smouth of what is now called Belle Mountain.fﬂ;
The land was biyueathed to hls son, Garrett in 1749. Garrett establiahad
a fexrry and tavern on the south boundary (Nelson House). When he died

in 1766, his aon, Rut, recelved ihe santharn part of ihe land 1nclud1ng
the feryy and'tavarn.' The land also ihcluded some acreage eaﬂf.qf'thig:
(our Ferry House and Flag Museuu). . o

 In the 1770% Jehnaon s estate was sold to pay craditors. It
want through aavwrml hands until in the 1840%s Nelson acquived the part
of the land whers the Nelson House now stands. In 1903 leidor Strittmax@:
bought another part of the Johnson land (where our present day Ferry
Houge and Flag Museus are) The last paxt of the J hnson tract waax
purchagsed by Blackwell in 1913 (ares of State Nursery bu1ldtnga,
Baggaley and chief ranger residences).

By 1925 all of this lund was pugchasad by the state. _

Batwesn 1925 and 1928 approximately 68 acres were puxchased in -
the area that is now Green Grove, Sullivan Grove, Visltor's Centex e
fleld, and the area of Continentsl Lane near Dear Tavern. Most of the
land was purchased from Lavinson, Boscarell and Debenskl, '

In the late 1930%s and early'19u0'a 80 acres were bought trom the
Firat Mschanics Natlional Bank. '

After Lhese purchases, no land was acquired unt11'1963 when with the‘
help of the Green Acres Program approximately 480 ancres were acquired.
Among the property the park purchased was the Wolle ¥ract by what is
now the Open Air‘Thaatérg NMlederer land with the pond and barns still 3
present, Phlllips Faxm along Briclyard Road, and the Iippincott and
Harbourt House where the Nature Center now is. )

The proparty that was last acquived is known as. G&dar Bliss. Ihﬁ:L
Frankel tr&ct wa 8 puxchaynd in the eaxly 1970's, o




GEOLOGY & WLLDLIFE |

The Washington Crossing area is localod within a basin that was
formed as a result of fgultinga The area then gradually was filled Hith_q
sediments eroded down from the sides of the basin and deposited by “
streams and rivers., Congequently, the area contains mostly aedimentary
rocks-red & black shales and coarse congiomerate%.

Tho reglon 1s charvacterized by round hills and broad valleya.

Part of the avea 1s in a flood plain. - |

‘The only surfaose water is the Deiaware River. Thexu are two umall

streams in the park, but these ave subject to measonsl conditions. ' _
Origlnally the vegetatlon was deciduous, bul now 1t is about 50%. - ¥
evergrean, | : : , .

Tha wildlife in Washington Crossing State Park consists of daer,
snall game animals, and Wrds. There is filshlife in the Delaware &nd
Raritan Canal and in the Delaware River,

LW




PIONIC AREAS

Through the efforts of Work Project Administration in the late 1940%s -
and the 1930.'3, many areas of the 'pa,rk were landscaped and beantified,- B
Thls included the plenle areas of Green Grove, Sulllvan Grove, and
Wushington Grove. The areas then were favorite spots for famlly fpicn:!_cs;

Today Gieen Grove holds 300 people for picnies eind has a pavillion
while Washington Grove holds 500. Sullivan Grove is no longer a coakzlng‘
area bt stlll contalna swings and a .i)av:i.llion with a bike rental, A - = x
new Grove, nox Grove, was added in the 1970's. It holds 600 people ., .. '°
for plenles. Although still favorite‘g for family plenics, large o
groups now snjoy the areas. o
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PRRIY HOUSE

The Ferwy House 1s an old restored tavern that was once thought
to be the place whers Washington and hin staff offlcers met to discuss .
pians fox théir attack on Trenton., It was known for over 50 years as
the McKonksay Farry‘House. However, research now shows that the McKonkeys
never owned land on the New Jeraey side of the Delaware Rlver, The
original owner anﬁ.operator of the Ferry House was Garrett Johnason who
inherited the land from his father, hut. The original home contained |
what 18 now tha tay room, the kitchen; and the loft. Garrett enlarged
it in about 1?6? to incelude six othaer rooms. At the time of'the Rev~; , |
olutionary Wax, the ferry was known aglJohnann's Ferry, although it wagkﬁ‘ :
yun by James Slack, L

When Strittmater purchased the house, 1t was in an advanced 8t&%e LR

of diarepalr. Sinoe he was interested in Washingtonla, he restored anﬂ

repaired ih#s hause, He worked hard to convince the State of New Jeraey

of the histewin signliiloance of the site. .
Aftsr the. atate purchased the land and building, they renovated it,

They also pusohassd the museum'®s collectlon of 1Bth century furniture, :;f;,fLZ?‘

utensils, and weapons for the opening in 1926. . Only three rooms Wers .
furnished hiatﬁrically; The other six rooms wers used for storage = -
and to house the oaretaker. o

After a robbewy and the retirement of the caretaker, a soyhisticated
alarm system replaced the need for a live-in caretaker. Because of thia,
the State of New Jersey la presently making plans for the renovation of
the old living quarters in order to make the entlre house open to the
public.

Although the house is 8{11ll furnished as a tavern, historians now be-
lieve that tha Ferry Houae was probably the homestead of the Johnson - .
plantation and ths Nalsbn House was actually the Ferry Tavern of the 1Bth

contury.
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NELSON U OUSE

Ppurdng the Revolution this house was fhc ferry and tavern where
Washington and his men met.after the Crossing on December~25u26,_l776.
Tn the 1840's, aftaer it was purchased by Alystyn Nelson, it wés a
22-room hotel. In the early 1900's 1t was struck by a steal beam
from & passing traln,

the Nelson Houss was iorn down to ita éresent ptature in the 1930'5,
It ia open for public viewiag during the Spﬁing, Summer, and Fall, It
is menned by staff who were hired by the Waéhington Crossing Association,

Time and hours ars as poated,

FLAG MUSEUM

This building was onee part of the Johnson farm, The bullding,

. penovated in the 1930's, on¢e housed a drafting room for the Trentbn

Park Development atait. 'The original meetings of the Waahington Cropaing -‘:J]“'

Association were held in the bullding. This Assoclation, which conaists
of local residents interested in daveiaping the park, established the
Flag Museum in 1963, Crig:l:nally, it contained flags and was used to show
hiastoric movies., Presently, this structure is closed to the public, due
to renovation,

Starting alongside this budlding iﬂ a path known as Continental Lane,'
Extending one mile into the park; it is the path which Generél Washingtoﬁ

'and his army took,to_Trenton before the Battle.
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DEAR TAVERN

Beapr Tavern waé built in 17#0. It was & stopping place for farmers
taking goods to Trenton, It wap the apot to which Waahington murched
alter orcossing the Delawars Lefore turning to Trenton, It had many
owners until it baosme a’farm; It was turngd over to the state as
part of Washington Croasing-ﬁtate Park at t@e dadication,ceremoniaé
on Juns 6, 1926, o ' | f;

The bullding 18 now usad for the park ﬁeadquartéra where the publie

oan obtain infermation and permits,

VISITORS CENTER

Thia bullding was established in 1976 to facilitate the park’'s

historio interpretation, It contains a museum of tie American Revolution, "17

g nulti-madia elsotrlo map axplaining the ten days, énd'to impart

information, There are rest room facilities,

SPATE FOREST NURSELY
The State Forest Nursery was established in 1926 by the Burseau of
Porest Management. The first‘ﬁuparintendent of the Nursery was My.
Blackwell, who owned the land previcus to the state. '
The purpose of the-Nurﬁar&_is to raise forest troe veeddings fof

reforestation of unused and abandoned state lands.
&

The prosant Forﬁat Hurdery at Weshington Crossing State Park contains

42 acres of clonal archards and seedlings under the direction of Jack

Baggaley. The Nurasery ataff plants sbout a million seed]ingé per year,
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OPEN ATH THEATEL

The QAT was established by the Washingtun Crossing Association in 1964n”1§%W 
for oulugory perfo#m&ﬂaeu, The light shﬁck wés_constructed by pa%k parmannel,:] _;  
while the conaaaaion'étand and back stage buildings were built by members Ll
of the Assogiation, The:firat perfurmanée Qaﬂ held in the summer of 1964
to calebrats the New Jergéy T@rﬁentanmry; %he proceeda of the ahpws ars
used to make 1n@r®vamaﬁﬁﬂ on ths theater af%ar the cost of perfoxmahges';
are paid, Enrlianqantivitiaa inaludéd uoncérta while tlie more resent
emphasis has bosn on plays and mipdaale. | |

NATURE CENTER

The Nature Csnter wes sstablished in 1964 after the acquisition of

the Harbourt Housaa"Tha genter conslstad of displays with nature traila.

In 1667 hin ﬁgtu?a Centor wap moved to the present looation in the
Lippinoott Houss whers tﬁa display aréa‘was enlarged and more trails added;f
At the Natuve ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁf? paxk fiaitors‘have the opportunity to observé "
small exhibitas, lisﬁ&n to brlef lectures, or go on a nature tour, A
{trall for the blind has bsan developed and is available, Thers 18 a
bird blind for obsesrving the many different specles of birds that arrive

throughout the year,




DELAWARE & RARVTAN Cavinl,
The oanal, whish runs for 66 mlles along the Uelaware Hiver, was : '!-f'?
astablished in 1838, It was used for barges pulled by animals that
' wallked along lte bankse,
' ' The D & R oanial used to be under the .ji;r‘isdiction of ‘washington
Crosaing State Pack but in 197*4 1t becams a state park by 1tsslf, Today i
it is used mosily for osnceing and :f'ishing.ii
.

&
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Pack in 1932 to commsmorate the 200th’anniversary of the birthday of

+

GLFTS TO THE PARK

Thrauéhmut the years since the park opened, mahy glits have been_ﬁ,iu f

presentsd to i, L&rly dongtlons lnclude the Colonlal ¥erry House L%;
Garden, a wuplica of the gavdens at Mt. Vernon, donated by the Daughtema
of the American Hevu]ution In 1926, Also included was the Honeyman 5
Meworial Fountain near the river. It.wah donated by the New Jersey
Patriotic Qrder Sons of Amevlca in 1930 in memory of John Honeyman

who served Mushington and the Continental Army as a spy. The most
slgnificant of the private oontributiﬁna was the George Washington .
Hemortial Axborteun donated by Gharlea Iathrop Pack and Arthur Newton

George Washington, It containa trees and shrubs native to New Ja5@a§$”
Mopt of the resent contributions to the Park have been to the Nuture
Conter and Outdoor. Theater,

,,%
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AGTTVITLES IN THE PARK

Over (hie yesrs since ita dedlcation on June 26, 1926, the Park ;
has ﬂarv%d'a varisty of uses. Primarlly a picnic and recreatlon are&-{fg;]_
for several ysars, It became lmporinnt Lo local rssi&ents whoen travel H?:J3' 'f
was restricted during blackouts in the Second World War, '

Some of the actlvitles that have been held in ths park are the
National Campers & Hikexs Rallles, Trenton Kennel Club Dog Shows,
Delawsrs Valley ngsemﬁn @ Aaﬂociation Trall Hides, Boy Scout Camporaea

and sumper duy canps, and cross couni;y track meeta, :
Future plens for the park will continue to einphasize its multipl, 
UEHG RTOBE = naiural. historice, and recreational. With the paﬁsing,g

tha Biaantannial many people huve become more interested in thelr
herliags,. Wik tbhis fect in mind the historle areas may grow in inm-
portancs aa,they wars when the park first opened.
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The corneratons of this colwwn was laid on Deceaber 26, 1891,

- tion was finsncsd by Federal, State and private funds under the

THENTON BATTLE MONUMENT

Located in Trenton at the "Five VFoints™ whers Warren and

Broad Streeta &nd'Pannington, lrunswick and Princeton Avanives
convergs, the Tranbpn Battle Monument’atandg where General Gaorgé B
Washingbon and his Continental Soldiers opened their attack on
the Hessiang on_anistmaa night, 1776.

Visitors have ah exaéllént viey of the ares from the obw

38??&%ﬂry‘&t-§h3:tcp of the monumuni, 150 feet above bhe gireet. - |

The desdlostion took place two years later in 1893, The constmige

supsrvision of tharTrmntoﬁ Batvtle Honument Aassociation,

o l3 -




