The Park at
Washington’s Crossing

The Philadelphia Record had this to
say vesterday:

A few months ago a commission was |

appointed by Governor Brumbaugh
with 2 view to the acquisition of land
at Taylorsville, Bucks County, and to
develop the sameg. 2s a park to mark
the starting point of TWashington's his-
toric_crossing of the Delaware River.
The Stale of New Jersey is being urged
by the Commission not to sell 14 acres
of land on the opposite side of the
river, which had been acquired several
ears ago for a similar purpose, but to
“keep faitl’” with Pennsylvania by
adhering to the purk project. A hill
has been introduced in the Legislature
at Trenton to gispose of the muatter in

the manner indicated. It would be un- |-

fortunate if one of the most picturesque
angd militarily . important events of the
American Revolution should fail to be
properly commemorated. But ghe im-
plication that New Jersey would be
responsible for the failure is not quite
fair.. 1f{ Pennsyivania ‘had moved
earlier to make an interstate matter of
it, the project might have by this time
advanced too far for retraction,

Thé Washington's *© Crossing  Park
Commission, of New .Jersey, appointed
seven ol eight years ago, prepared a
plan for a grandiose memorial. It in-
cluded parks on either side of the Dela-
ware and a memorial Liridge of bean-
tiful design to connect them. The
bridgge, it was hoped, weulg be con-
the Federal Government
uthority of Congress. T
jon had exhaus
ity when il had subm
ng expended some 320,000 in the pur-
chase of the 100 acres of land above
referred to. Further -appropriations
were unobtainable {rov the Legisla-
ture; the project languished, and a pro-
posel made® about u year  ang a halt
gn to fipance the project by nation-
wide private subscriptions evoked mno
encouraging Tesponge:

Tn thls sitbation the New Jersey De-
partment of Conservation, which had
succeeded to the powe 119
of powers—of the T shington's Cross-
ing Park Commission, recommended 2
memorial on u more modest scale. Tt
suggested the sale of the ng  now
owned by the State, the purchase and
restoration of the house of the ferry-
man McConkey who had supplied the
patriot arms with boats, amd the mark-
ing of the entrance [rom the river to
the still iraceuble old Pennington Road
with  an arch. The  park plan would
have invelved an original outlay of at
least $250.000 and an  annoal . charge
10,000 for maintenance--an
diture the State. under existing
stances. is unwillng ~to incur. ‘The
money to be obtained from the sale of
the State's land would not be sufficient
to carry out even this moderate. plan
in its entirety: but the purchase ot the
actual site of Washington's landing and
the ~ preservation -of the ferryhouse
would make a good beghning for
eventual development on a nation-
basis of @« larger plan. ‘As the eve
to be commemorated was a mationai
event of the first magnitude, this would
ba the right way to proceed.  The
American Revolution was not a Penn-
vania or New Jersey revolution; it
an ali-Ameriean event.




